FOCUS: POLICY

BROADCASTING
BILL GETS
EXTENSION

Broadcasting Bill gets extension to get more
views from all stakeholders.

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting on Thursday extended the
deadline for submission of feedback and
suggestions from the public on the draft
Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill
2023till January 15, 2024.

Earlier, theministry had granted time
till December 9, 2023 to the general public
or stakeholdersto submit their suggestions
or commentson the bill.

“It needs a serious relook and we have requested
some time to revert with our comments. In July, the MIB
had requested TRAI to giveitsrecommendationson aNBP,
that would definethe vision, mission, and policy principles
for the broadcasting industry. IBDF is of the view that a
new policy should be designed that isflexible enough to be
applied to a wide range of situations and allows for
innovation and creativity to grow the industry.”said K.
Madhavan, whoisalso the chief of Disney Star, wasrecently
re-elected as the president of the Indian Broadcasting &
Digital Foundation (IBDF) for thethird time.

IBDF also emphasised the need to introduce a
national policy on media and entertainment for the
enhancement of the broadcasting industry which would
allow for more efficient functioning and monitoring of the
industry, benefitting both industry participants as well as
regulatory bodies.

In response to the representations received from the
various quarters with reference to this Ministry's Public
Noticedated November 10, 2023... thisMinistry hasdecided
to extend the deadline for furnishing suggestions/ feedback/
comments/inputs/views by any person/stakeholders on the
draft Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 up to
15.01.2024, - theministry said initsnotice.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
proposed Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 to
establish a consolidated legal framework for the entire
broadcasting sector, seeking to replace the existing Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995 or any other
policy guidelines currently governing the broadcasting
sector in the country. B
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