MARKET REPORT

265 MSOS FACE
REGISTRATION
SUSPENSION

The Govt. is cracking on MSO’s and has issued a
final advisory to 265 Multi System Operators (M SOs) found
non-compliant with regulations, warning th?m of cancellation
of their license, if they fail to rectify their status by January
31,2024

The ministry has said that one of the terms and
conditions of the MSO registration was that MSOs shall
comply with the provisions of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995, and the Rules made thereunder, as
amended, and adhere to all the terms and conditions of the
registration. Failing to do so, the permission/ registration is
liable to be cancelled or suspended.
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Further, according to Regulation |
5(1) of the Interconnection Regulations,
2017, itismandatory for every distributor
of channels to conduct an audit of their
system once in a calendar year. However,
as per the information shared by TRAI,
the scheduled M SOs have not conducted
audits of their systems for the calendar
years 2021 and/or 2022.

The Ministry's advisory dated March 23, 2023 has
informed the broadcasters not to enter into interconnection
agreementswith non-compliant M SOs and to notify the non-
compliant MSOs with whom they already have
interconnection agreements.

Asthe scheduled M SOs did not providetherequisite
clarification/explanation within the stipulated period,
therefore, a Show Cause Notice dated 04.09.2023 wasissued
seeking reasonsfor their non-compliancewith thetermsand
conditionsof registration. Time period of 15 dayswasgranted
to the scheduled M SOs to fumish the requisite response.

The scheduled MSOs still did not provide the
requisite details within the stipulated period. “It has been
observed that despite lapse of the given period, the
scheduled MSOs have failed to provide the requisite
information or make any referenceto thisMinistry regarding
their compliance status.”

MIB said that the broadcasters are also advised to
not enter into fresh interconnection agreements or renew
theexisting agreementswith M SOstill their statusis changed
to Compliant.
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