INDUSTRY NEWS

MSOS GET FINAL
ADVISORY

The Govt has issued a final advisory to 265 non-
compliant Multi System Operators (M SO) asking them to
furnish the requisite detail §/information and get their status
changed to "Compliant", latest by January 31, 2024, failing
which their M SO registration could be cancelled.

The ministry has said that one of the terms and
conditions of the MSO registration was that MSOs shall
comply with the provisions of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995, and the Rules
made thereunder, as amended, and ¢
adhereto al thetermsand conditions
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to be cancelled or suspended.

Furthermore, through this
Ministry's advisory dated March 23,
2023, al broadcasters have been advised not to enter into
i nterconnection agreements with non-compliant M SOs and
to notify the non-compliant M SOswith whom they already
have interconnection agreements

Theadvisory further reads. “ However, despite being
classified as "Non-Compliant”, the scheduled M SOs have
not made any reference to this Ministry for changein their
status to "Compliant”". Accordingly, an advisory dated
August 1, 2023 was issued to these MSOs in which they
were requested to furnish the requisite documents and get
their status changed to "Compliant" by August 15, 2023.”

Asthe scheduled M SOs did not providetherequisite
clarification/explanation within the stipulated period,
therefore, a Show Cause Notice dated 04.09.2023 wasissued
seeking reasons for their non-compliance with the terms
and conditions of registration. Time period of 15 dayswas
granted to the scheduled MSOs to fumish the requisite
response.

The scheduled MSOs still did not provide the
requisite details within the stipulated period. “It has been
observed that despite lapse of the given period, the
scheduled MSOs have failed to provide the requisite
information or make any referenceto thisMinistry regarding
their compliance status.”

MIB said that the broadcasters are also advised to
not enter into fresh interconnection agreements or renew
the existing agreements with MSOs till their status is
changed to Compliant.®
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