CATV FOCUS

LEVEL PLAYING
NEEDED FOR CATV

The Parliament Committeehas raised concerns
over the decline in cable TV subscribers & stressed the
need to create a level-playing field in the sector

The Parliamentary Standing Committee has raised
concernsover thedeclinein cable TV subscribers& stressed
the need to create alevel-playing field in the sector.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Communications and Information Technology (SCCIT)
asked the central government to bring in a comprehensive
Act for regulating the industry
and creating alevel playingfield
for all broadcasting services.

The panel made the
recommendations while
expressing concerns over a
continuing declinein cable TV
subscribers.

In its 56th report on
‘Regulation of Cable Television
in India’, submitted in both
Houses of the Parliament, the
standing committee told the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) that the Cable TV industry needsto be
regulated through a comprehensive Act.

“As submitted by MIB, there is an urgent need for
creating alevel playing field for al broadcasting services
as well as for addressing the need for satellite-based
technologies, which are being regulated through the old
legislation. The Committee believesthe Cable TV industry
needs to be regulated through a comprehensive Act and
therefore it recommends the ministry to ensure that the
proposed ‘ Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023’
seesthelight of the day at the earliest sinceit will goalong
way in resolving the concerns of this industry,” the
parliamentary panel said.

The committee has also asked the ministry to ensure
adequate consultations are done with all concerned
stakeholders.

It has recommended that all aspects concerning the
cable industry must be taken into consideration while
bringing in the comprehensive bill. One of the biggest
concerns of the cable TV industry has been pricing of
channels by broadcasters and the negative impact on the
cable tv industry, the panel said. B
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