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The recently concluded SCAT India Trade Show 2023 at
the Jio World Convention Centre from October 8-10 was a
successful event. The SCAT India Trade Show 2023 once again
lived up to itsreputation as the leading expo for the Satellite,
Cable TV, broadband and IPTV sector in India. The energy
was high and the expo show floor was a hive of activity. The
pertinent trends at the show heavily focused on 5G/Mobile,
Cloud Technology, Networ k Buildouts/Fiber and Analytics.

TRAI has reignited the discussion around a National
Broadcasting Policy by releasing a pre-consultation paper on
Inputsfor Formulation of “ National Broadcasting Policy” on
21st September 2023. TRAI extended the final deadline to
November 7, 2023, emphasizing that no further extension
requestswill be entertained.

The Satellite broadband revol ution will take broadband
connectivity to theremote areasacrossIndia. India’s satellite
broadband market is set to grow 36% a year to reach a value
of $1.9 billion by 2030

Reliance Jio has announced the launch of its satellite
broadband service. The serviceisdelivered via medium Earth
orbit (MEO) satellites owned by SES. Jio SpaceFibreissimilar
to Starlink offered by Elon Musk. Starlink is availablein over
30 countries and is expected to arrive in India soon. Bharti
Group-backed OneWeb and some other playersare waiting to
tap this sector.

The Sony — Zee merger got a further boost with the SAT
ruling in favour of Punit Goenka, which allows him to hold
managerial posts. The ruling means that Goenka will stay at
the helmas MD and CEO of the merged entity of Zee and Sony.
The market is also rife with reports of Reliance Industries
closing a deal to buy Disney’sIndiabiz.

The deal will have to passthe CCI scrutiny and if it does
materialise then we are set for a duopoly.

If the deal goes through, the Reliance-owned entity will
emerge as the largest in the Indian broadcasting market.
Currently, Disney Star owns over 70 TV channels in eight
languages, a streaming platform (Disney+ Hotstar) and a film
studio, whereas Reliance’s broadcast division Viacom18 owns
38TV channelsin eight languages, a digital streaming platform
(Jio Cinema) and Viacom18 Sudios.

The Sony — Zee merged entity w will bring together over
70 TV channels, two video streaming services (Zee5 and
SonyL.iv) and two film studios (Zee Studios and Sony Pictures
Filmsindia).

It will be interesting to see how this pans out and the
emerging impact of this development in India’s entertainment
landscape.
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