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TELEVISION
UPLINK &

DOWNLINK – THE
EMERGING

CHALLENGES
Television uplink and downlink guidelines have
changed and now the new norms have brought in

overall ease  and relaxed the earlier norms.

UPLINKING OF SIGNALS OF TV CHANNELS
The uplinking of TV channels to satellite from Indian

Territory has always been under the control of the
Government. Initially, only those Indian companies which
had a minimum of 80% Indian equity coupled with effective
Indian management control
were allowed to uplink TV
channels from Indian soil.
Further, they could uplink
only through Videsh
Sanchar Nigam Limited
(VSNL) (a state owned
enterprise at that time). This
restriction was relaxed in the
year 1999 when the
Government allowed Indian
companies to uplink without
mandatory use of VSNL
facilities. In July 2000, the
Government of India notified
the “Guidelines for
Uplinking from India”
wherein the policy
framework was further
liberalised, as all Indian
companies irrespective of
their ownership and
management control were
allowed to uplink from India.
It may also be pertinent to mention here that at that point of
time there was no categorisation of a TV channel. This was
followed by “Guidelines for uplinking of News and Current
Affairs TV Channels from India” in March 2003, which
categorised TV channels into two categories namely “News
and current affairs” and “Non-News and current affairs”.

TolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOrTolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOrTolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOrTolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOrTolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOr
Da]nailaMk – ]BartIDa]nailaMk – ]BartIDa]nailaMk – ]BartIDa]nailaMk – ]BartIDa]nailaMk – ]BartI

caunaaOityaacaunaaOityaacaunaaOityaacaunaaOityaacaunaaOityaaMM MM M
TolaIivajana ApilaMk AaOr Da]nailaMk idSaainado-Sa badla gayao hOM

AaOr Aba nayao maanadMDaoM nao samaga` $p maoM sahjata laa dI hO AaOr phlao
ko maanadMDaoM maoM ZIla do dI hO.

TIvaI ca Onalaa o M ko isaganala kao Apila Mk krnaaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M ko isaganala kao Apila Mk krnaaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M ko isaganala kao Apila Mk krnaaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M ko isaganala kao Apila Mk krnaaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M ko isaganala kao Apila Mk krnaa
BaartIya xao~ sao TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao saOTolaa[T sao ApilaMk krnaa

hmaoSaa sarkar ko inayaM~Na maoM rha hO.p`arMBa maoM̧  kovala ]nhIM BaartIya
kMpinayaaoM kao Anaumait dI gayaI qaI ijanako pasa p`BaavaI BaartIya p`baMQana

inayaM~Na ko saaqa nyaUnatma 80‰
BaartIya [i@vaTI qaI¸ ]nhoM BaartIya
QartI sao TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao ApilaMk
krnao kI Anaumait qaI.[sako
Alaavaa¸ vao kovala ivadoSa saMcaar
i n a g a m a il a i m aT oD
³vaIesaenaela´³]sa samaya ek
rajya ko svaaima%va vaalaa ]Vma´ ko
maaQyama sao ApilaMk kr sakto
qao.[sa p`itbaMQa maoM vaYa- 1999 maoM
Z,Ila dI gayaI jaba sarkar nao BaartIya
kMpinayaaoM kao vaIesaenaela sauivaQaaAaoM
ko Ainavaaya- ]pyaaoga ko ibanaa
Apila Mk krna o kI Ana u mait
dI.jaulaa[- 2000 maoM Baart sarkar
nao ‘Baart sao ApilaMikMga ko ilae
idSaa–inado-Sa: AiQasaUicat ikyao’¸
ijasamaoM naIit Z,aMcao kao AaOr ]dar
banaayaa gayaa¸ @yaaoMik saBaI BaartIya
kMpinayaaoM kao ]nako svaaima%va AaOr
p`baMQa inayaM~Na ko baavajaUd Baart
sao ApilaMk krnao kI Anaumait dI

gayaI.yahaM yah batanaa BaI ]icat haogaa ik ]sa samaya TIvaI caOnala ka kao[-
vagaI-krNa nahIM qaa.[sako baad maaca- 2003 maoM ‘Baart sao samaacaar AaOr
saamaiyak maamalaaoM ko TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMk krnao ko ilae idSaa inado-Sa
jaarI ikyao gayao ijasamaoM TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao ‘samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao’
AaOr ‘gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao’ naamak dao vagaao-M maoM vagaI-kRt

TV UPLINKING



18 SATELLITE & CABLE TV FEBRUARY 2024

An addendum was added, on 01.4.2005, to these guidelines
for bringing up a policy framework for granting permission
for use of SNG/DSNG systems by Indian companies. Some
amendments were made in uplinking guidelines, from time
to time, to make them consistent with the Sports
Broadcasting Signals (Mandatory Sharing with Prasar
Bharati) Act, 2007 and to bring them in line with the extant
FDI Policy of the Government.

The Government, in supersession of all previous
guidelines, laid down a consolidated uplinking guidelines.
These came into effect from 5th December, 2011. The
consolidated uplinking guidelines dated 5th December, 2011
are available at Annexure-gg. These guidelines envisage
five types of activities which require prior permission from
the Government. These are detailed below:-
(i) Uplinking of TV channels:

This permission is required when a company wants
to uplink signals of a TV channel to the satellite from the
territory of India. This permission is further categorised
based upon the nature of programmes to be broadcasted
by a TV Channel. Presently, the TV
channels have been categorised in two
categories namely, “News & Current
Affairs” and “Non-News & Current
Affairs”. The separate eligibility conditions
have been prescribed for uplinking of
signals of each of the category of TV
channels. For uplinking of a TV channel,
the applicant Company is required to
enclose with the application, among other
things, a copy of the agreement with a
teleport operator (in case of a third party
teleport) and a satellite company for
transmission of TV channel to be permitted.
(ii) Setting up of uplinking hub/teleports:

For uplinking of signals of TV channels to the
satellite, broadcaster can setup its own uplinking hub/
teleport or use the services of hub/teleport infrastructure
service providers. In both the cases, a separate permission
is required for setting up of the uplinking hub/teleport.
Such permission is granted purely for providing
infrastructure service to permission holders for uplinking
of signals of TV channels.
(iii) Uplinking by News Agency:

This type of permission is required when a company
engaged in the activity of gathering news wants to uplink
events for further distribution to other news agencies/
broadcasters only.

ikyaa gayaa.BaartIya kMpinayaaoM Wara esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI p`NaailayaaoM ko
]pyaaoga kI Anaumait donao ko ilae ek naIitgat Z,aMcaa tOyaar krnao ko ilae
[na idSaa inado-SaaoM maoM 01º4º2005 kao ek piriSaYT jaaoD,a gayaa qaa.samaya–
samaya pr ApilaMikMga idSaa–inado-SaaoM maoM kuC saMSaaoQana ikyao gayao̧  taik ]nhoM
spaoT\sa- ba`a^DkaisTMga isaganala ³p`saar BaartI ko saaqa Ainavaaya- saaJaakrNa´
AiQainayama 2007 ko Anau$p banaayaa jaa sako AaOr taik ]nhoM sarkar ko
maaOjaUda efDIAa[- naIit ko Anau$p laayaa jaa sako.

sarkar nao ipClaI saBaI idSaa–inado-SaaoM ka AiQaËmaNa krto hue ek
samaoikt ApilaMikMga idSaa–inado-Sa inaQaa-irt ikyao.yao 5 idsaMbar 2011 sao
laagaU hue.5 idsaMbar 2011 ko samaoikt ApilaMikMga idSaainado-Sa Anaulagnak–
jaIjaI pr ]plabQa hO.[na idSaainado-SaaoM maoM paMca p`kar kI gaitivaiQayaaoM kI
pirklpnaa kI gayaI hO ijanako ilae sarkar sao pUva- Anaumait kI AavaSyakta
haotI hO.[naka ivavarNa naIcao idyaa gayaa hO:
³1´ TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga³1´ TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga³1´ TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga³1´ TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga³1´ TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga

[sa Anaumait kI AavaSyakta tba haotI hO jaba kao[- kMpnaI Baart
ko xao~ iksaI TIvaI caOnala ko isaganala kao saOTolaa[T sao ApilaMk krnaa
caatI hO.[sa Anaumait kao TIvaI caOnala Wara p`saairt ikyao jaanao vaalao
Ëaya-ËmaaoM kI p`kRit ko AaQaar pr Aagao vagaIkRt ikyaa gayaa hO.vat-maana

maoM̧  TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao dao EaoiNayaaoM maoM vagaI-kRt ikyaa gayaa
hO̧  Aqaa-t\ samaacaar AaOr saamaiyak maamalao’ AaOr ‘gaOr–
samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao’.p`%yaok EaoNaI ko
TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko isaganala ApilaMikMga ko ilae Alaga–
Alaga pa~ta Sato- inaQaa-irt kI gayaI hO.ek TIvaI
caOnala kao ApilaMk krnao ko ilae Aavaodk kMpnaI
kao Aavaodna ko saaqa Anya baataoM ko Alaavaa ek
TolaIpaoT- Aa^proTr ³tsaro pxa TolaIpaoT- ko maamalao maoḾ
AaOr Anaumait ko ilae TIvaI caOnala ko p`saarNa ko ilae
ek saOTolaa[T kMpnaI ko saaqa samaJaaOto kI ek p`it
saMlagna krnaI haotI hO.

³2´ Apila Mk hbaÀTolaIpa oT - kI sqaapnaa³2´ Apila Mk hbaÀTolaIpa oT - kI sqaapnaa³2´ Apila Mk hbaÀTolaIpa oT - kI sqaapnaa³2´ Apila Mk hbaÀTolaIpa oT - kI sqaapnaa³2´ Apila Mk hbaÀTolaIpa oT - kI sqaapnaa
TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko isaganalaaoM kao saOTolaa[T sao ApilaMk krnao ko ilae

p`saark Apnaa svayaM ka ApilaMikMga hbaÀTolaIpaoT- sqaaipt kr sakta hO
yaa hbaÀTolaIpaoT- [MÍasT/@car saovaa p`dataAaoM kI saovaaAaoM ka ]pyaaoga kr
sakta hO.daonaaoM maamalao maoM̧  ApilaMikMga hbaÀTolaIpaoT- kI sqaapnaa ko ilae
ek Alaga Anaumait kI AavaSyakta haotI hO.eosaI Anaumait pUrI trh sao
TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI isaganalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga ko ilae Anaumait QaarkaoM kao
bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa saovaa p`dana krnao ko ilae dI jaatI hO.
³3´ samaacaar ejao M isayaa o M Wara Apila MikMga:³3´ samaacaar ejao M isayaa o M Wara Apila MikMga:³3´ samaacaar ejao M isayaa o M Wara Apila MikMga:³3´ samaacaar ejao M isayaa o M Wara Apila MikMga:³3´ samaacaar ejao M isayaa o M Wara Apila MikMga:

[sa p`kar kI Anaumait kI AavaSyakta tba haotI hO jaba samaacaar
ek~ krnao kI gaitivaiQa maoM lagaI kao[- kMpnaI kovala Anya samaacaar
ejaoMisayaaoMÀp`saarkaoM kao Aagao ivatrNa ko ilae GaTnaaAaoM kao ApilaMk
krnaa caahtI hO.
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(iv) Use for SNG/DSNG Systems:
This type of permission is required when a company

wants to use SNG/DSNG systems for any live coverage/
footage collection and transmission to satellite.
(v) Temporary uplinking for any live event:

MIB also issues permission for temporary uplinking
for live events to non-news category channels on case to
case basis. Further, such permission is required to be
obtained by foreign entities which want to cover and uplink
any live event/specific programme of temporary duration
occurring within the territory of India. The footage so
uplinked is primarily for the usage abroad by the foreign
entity and cannot be downlinked in India without
downlinking permission and registration of the channel.

DOWNLINKING OF SIGNALS OF TELEVISION
CHANNELS

Likewise the uplinking, the downlinking of satellite
TV channels is also regulated
by the Central Government.
The first policy guidelines
applicable for downlinking of
satellite television channels
in India for public viewing
were notified by MIB on 11th
November, 2005.
Consequently, no person/
entity was allowed to
downlink a satellite TV
channel in India, which has
not been registered by MIB
under the said guidelines.
The Government, in supersession of the previous guidelines,
notified the revised set of policy guidelines for downlinking
of television channels dated 5th December, 2011. These
guidelines envisage prior permission/registration of a TV
channel with the Central Government when a company
intends to downlink signals of TV channel for public
viewership in India, irrespective of whether such signals of
the TV channel have been uplinked to the satellite from
within the territory of India or from outside the territory of
India. There is no separate eligibility condition prescribed
for downlinking of “News & Current Affairs” and “Non-
News & Current Affairs” category channels. The policy
guidelines for downlinking of satellite TV channels dated
5th December, 2011 is available at Annexure-ggg.

RELEVANT STATUTORY PROVISIONS
The broadcasting of a TV channel through satellite

³4´esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI isasTma ko ilae ]pyaa oga:³4´esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI isasTma ko ilae ]pyaa oga:³4´esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI isasTma ko ilae ]pyaa oga:³4´esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI isasTma ko ilae ]pyaa oga:³4´esaenajaIÀDIesaenajaI isasTma ko ilae ]pyaa oga:
[sa p`kar kI Anaumait kI AavaSyakta tba haotI hO jaba kao[-

kMpnaI iksaI laa[va kvarojaÀfuToja saMga`h AaOr saOTolaa[T pr p`saarNa ko
ilae esaenajaI AaOr DIesaenajaI isasTma ka ]pyaaoga krnaa caahtI hO.
³5´ iksaI BaI laa[va [va o MT ko ilae AsqaayaI Apila MikMga:³5´ iksaI BaI laa[va [va o MT ko ilae AsqaayaI Apila MikMga:³5´ iksaI BaI laa[va [va o MT ko ilae AsqaayaI Apila MikMga:³5´ iksaI BaI laa[va [va o MT ko ilae AsqaayaI Apila MikMga:³5´ iksaI BaI laa[va [va o MT ko ilae AsqaayaI Apila MikMga:

emaAa[-baI maamalao dr maamalao ko AaQaar pr gaOr samaacaar EaoNaI ko
caOnalaaoM ko ilae laa[va [vaoMT ko ilae AsqaayaI ApilaMikMga kI Anaumait BaI
jaarI krta hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ eosaI Anaumait ivadoSaI saMsqaaAaoM Wara p`aPt
kI jaanaI AavaSyak hO jaao Baart ko xao~ ko BaItr haonao vaalao AsqaayaI
AvaiQa ko iksaI BaI laa[va [vaoMTÀivaiSaYT kaya-Ëma kao kvar AaOr
ApilaMk krnaa caahto hOM.[sa p`kar ApilaMk ikyaa gayaa fuToja mau#ya
$p sao ivadoSaI [ka[- Wara ivadoSa maoM ]pyaaoga ko ilae hO AaOr caOnala kI
Da]nailaMikMga Anaumait AaOr pMjaIkrNa ko ibanaa [sao Baart maoM Da]nailaMk
nahIM ikyaa jaa sakta hO.
TolaIivajana ca Onalaa o M ko isagnala kI Da]naila MikMgaTolaIivajana ca Onalaa o M ko isagnala kI Da]naila MikMgaTolaIivajana ca Onalaa o M ko isagnala kI Da]naila MikMgaTolaIivajana ca Onalaa o M ko isagnala kI Da]naila MikMgaTolaIivajana ca Onalaa o M ko isagnala kI Da]naila MikMga

[saI p`kar saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga¸ Da]nailaMikMga
kao BaI koMd` sarkar Wara inayaMi~t
ikyaa jaata hO.Baart maoM janata ko
doKnao ko ilae saOTolaa[T TolaIivajana
caOnalaaoM kao Da]nailaMk krnao ko ilae
laagaU phlao naIit idSaainado-Sa 11 navaMbar
2005 kao emaAa[-baI Wara AiQasaUicat
ikyao gayao qao.pirNaamasva$p iksaI BaI
vyai@tÀsaMsqaa kao Baart maoM saOTolaa[T
TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao Da]nailaMk krnao kI
Anaumait nahIM dI gayaI¸ ijasao ]@t
idSaainado-SaaoM ko tht emaAa[-baI Wara

pMjaIkRt nahIM ikyaa gayaa hO.sarkar nao ipClao idSaainado-Sa ko sqaana pr 5
idsaMbar 2011 kao TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae naIit
idSaainado-SaaoM ko saMSaaoQana saoT kao AiQasaUicat ikyaa.[sa idSaainado-SaaoM maoM
kooMd` sarkar ko saaqa TIvaI caOnala kI pUva- Anaumait ÀpMjaIkrNa kI
pirklpnaa kI gayaI hO̧  jaba kao[- kMpnaI Baart maoM saava-jainak dSa-kaoM ko
ilae TIvaI caOnala ko isaganala Da]nalaaoD krnao ka [rada rKtI hO̧  Balao hI
TIvaI caOnala ko eosao isaganala Baart xao~ ko BaItr yaa Baart ko xao~ sao baahr
saOTolaa[T sao ApilaMk ikyao gayaa hO.‘samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao’
AaOr ‘gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao’ EaoNaI ko caOnalaaoM kao Da]nailaMk
krnao ko ilae kao[- Alaga pa~ta Sat- inaQaa-irt nahIM hO.saOTolaa[T TIvaI
caOnalaaoM kI Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae idnaaMk 5 idsaMbar 2011 ko naIit
idSaainado-Sa Anaulagnak–jaIjaIjaI pr ]plabQa hOM.
sa Mba M iQat va OQaainak p`avaQaanasa Mba M iQat va OQaainak p`avaQaanasa Mba M iQat va OQaainak p`avaQaanasa Mba M iQat va OQaainak p`avaQaanasa Mba M iQat va OQaainak p`avaQaana

saOTolaa[T ko maaQyama sao ek TIvaI caOnala ko p̀saarNa maoM ip@car¸ AâiDyaao
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involves transmission and reception of electromagnetic
signals conveying images, sounds and data. The facilities
set up for broadcasting of satellite TV channels requires
wireless operating license under the India Telegraph Act
1885, before its setup and made operational. Further, as per
uplinking permission granted by MIB for a TV channel,
uplinking of signals of satellite TV channels having valid
permission from MIB, requires separate permission/
endorsement from WPC. The section 4 of Indian Telegraph
Act states that the Central Government has the exclusive
privilege of establishing, maintaining, and working
telegraphs within India. It also provides that the Central
Government may grant a license, on such conditions and in
consideration of such payments as it thinks fit, to any
person to establish, maintain or work a telegraph within
any part of India.

The word “Telegraph”, in the Indian Telegraph Act
1885 has been defined as:

“‘telegraph’ means any appliance, instrument,
material or apparatus used or capable of use for
transmission or reception of signs, simnals, writing,
images and sounds or intelligence of any nature by
wire, visual or other electro-magnetic emissions,
radio waves or Hertzian waves, galvanic, electric
or magnetic means.”

It is evident that the Indian Telegraph Act 1885 and
its subsequent amendments define “telegraph”
very broadly to include most modern
communication systems irrespective of their
underlying technology. Accordingly, the
statutory basis of uplinking and downlinking
policy can be traced to the India Telegraph Act
1885. Further the permissions issued under
policy guidelines for uplinking and downlinking of TV
channels comes under the ambit of Section 4 of the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885. The issues relating to satellite TV
channels listed by MIB in its reference letter dated August
21st, 2017 can be broadly classified into following categories:

(i) Definition of 'News and Current Affairs channels',
and 'Non-News and Current Affairs Channels';

(ii) Net-worth of eligible companies;
(iii) Processing fee for application;
(iv) Grant of license/ permission for Satellite TV

Channels;
(v) Entry Fee and License Fee;
(vi) Encryption of TV channels;
(vii) Operationalization of TV channel;
(viii) Transfer of License;

AaOr DoTa kao p̀saairt krnao vaalao ivaVut cauMbakIya isaganalaaoM ka p̀saarNa AaOr
irsaoPSana Saaimala hO.saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko p̀saarNa ko ilae sqaaipt
sauivaQaaAaoM kao [sakI sqaapnaa AaOr saMcaalana sao phlao BaartIya TolaIgàf
AiQainayama 1885 ko tht vaayarlaosa AâproiTMga laa[saoMsa kI AavaSyakta
haotI hO.[sako Alaavaa ek TIvaI caOnala ko ilae emaAa[-baI Wara dI gayaI
ApilaMikMga Anaumait ko Anausaar emaAa[-baI sao vaOQa Anaumait vaalao saOTolaa[T
TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko isaganalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga ko ilae DblaUpIsaI sao Alaga
AnaumaitÀAnaumaaodna kI AavaSyakta haotI hO.BaartIya TolaIgàaf AiQainayama
kI Qaara 4 maoM kha gayaa hO ik koMd̀ sarkar kao Baart ko BaItr TolaIgàaf kI
sqaapnaa¸ rKrKava AaOr saMcaalana ka ivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakar p̀aPt hO.[samaoM
yah BaI p̀avaQaana hO ik koMd̀ sarkar iksaI BaI vyai@t kao Baart ko iksaI BaI
ihssao maoM TolaIgàaf sqaaipt krnao̧  banaayao rKnao yaa kama krnao ko ilae eosaI
Satao-M pr AaOr eosao BaugatanaaoM pr ivacaar krko̧  jaOsaa vah ]icat samaJao̧  laa[saoMsa
do saktI hO.

BaartIya TolaIgàaf AiQainayama 1885 maoM ‘TolaIgàaf’ Sabd kao [sa p̀kar
pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO:

‘TolaIga`af ka Aqa- hO tar¸ dRSya yaa Anya [lao@T/a^inak–maOganaoiTk
]%saja-na¸ roiDyaao Wara isaganalaaoM̧  isaganalaaoM̧  laoKna¸ vaIiDyaao yaa
iksaI BaI p`kRit kI bauiwma<aa ko p`saarNa AaOr irsaoPSana ko ilae
]pyaaoga ikyaa jaanao vaalaa yaa ]pyaaoga krnao maoM saxama kao[- BaI
]pkrNa¸ ]pkrNa¸ saamaga`I yaa ]pkrNa yaa haT-ijayana trMgao̧
gaOlvaoinak¸ [laoi@T/k yaa cauMbakIya saaQana.’

yah spYT hO ik BaartIya TolaIga`af AiQainayama 1885 AaOr ]sako
baad ko saMSaaoQanaaoM maoM ‘TolaIga`af’ kao baht vyaapk $p sao pirBaaiYat ikyaa

gayaa hO̧  ijasamaoM AiQakaMSa AaQauinak saMcaar p`NaailayaaoM kao
]nakI AMtina-iht tknaIk ko baavajaUd Saaimala ikyaa gayaa
hO.td\nausaar¸ ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga naIit ka
vaOQaainak AaQaar Baart TolaIga`af AiQainayama 1885 maoM
Kaojaa jaa sakta hO.[sako Alaavaa TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI
ApilaMikMga AaOr D]nailaMikMga ko ilae naIit idSaainado-SaaoM
ko tht jaarI AnaumaityaaM BaartIya TolaIga`af AiQainayama¸

1885 kI Qaara 4 ko dayaro maoM AatI hO.
21 Agast 2017 ko Apnao roÍoMsa p~ maoM emaAa[-baI Wara saUcaIbaw

saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM sao saMbaMiQat mau_aoM kao maaOTo taOr pr inamnailaiKt
EaoiNayaaoM maoM vagaIkRt ikyaa jaa sakta hO:

³1´ samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko caOnala AaOr gaOr samaacaar
AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko caOnala kI pirBaaYaa

³2´ pa~ kMpinayaaoM kI inavala saMpi<a
³3´ Aavaodna ko ilae p`aosaoisaMga Saulk
³4´ saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsaÀAnaumait p`dana krnaa
³5´ p`vaoSa Saulk AaOr laa[saoMsa Saulk
³6´ TIvaI caOnalaaoM ka einËPSana
³7´ TIvaI caOnalaaoM ka saMcaalana
³8´ laa[saoMsa ka sqaanaaMtrNa
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A. DEFINITION OF 'NEWS AND CURRENT
AFFAIRS CHANNELS' AND 'NON-NEWS AND
CURRENT AFFAIRS CHANNELS'

As per existing guidelines, the permission for satellite
TV channels are granted under two categories viz. “News
and Current Affairs TV channels” and "Non-News and
Current Affairs TV channels”. The guidelines provides
following definitions of these two categories of channels
respectively:

“A News & Current Affairs TV channel means a
channel which has any element of news & current
Affairs in its promramme content.”
and
“A Non-News & Current Affairs TV channel means
a channel which does not have any element of News
& Current Affairs in its promramme content.”

The above mentioned definitions indicate that a
‘Non-News & Current Affairs TV channel' cannot contain
any element of news & current affairs in its programme
content, whereas there are no restrictions on programme
mix of 'News & Current Affairs TV channel'. This may result
in complete freedom to channel as to what percentage of its
content will actually contribute to news & current affairs.
Further, though the term 'News & Current Affairs' has not
been defined explicitly in the uplinking and downlinking
guidelines; however this term is self explanatory. In this
regard, no specific issue has come to the notice of the
Authority. Any specific definition for each category of
channel, beyond what is already mentioned in the policy
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maaOjaUda idSaa inado-SaaoM ko Anausaar¸ saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI Anaumait
dao EaoiNayaaoM ko tht dI jaatI hO.‘samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko
TIvaI caOnala’ AaOr ‘gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko TIvaI
caOnala’.idSaainado-Sa ËmaSa: caOnalaaoM kI [na dao EaoiNayaaoM kI inamnailaiKt
pirBaaYaayaoM p`dana krta hO:

‘ek samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko TIvaI caOnala ka matlaba
ek eosaa caOnala hO ijasakI kaya-Ëma saamaga`I maoM samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak
maamalaaoM ka kao[- t%va hao.’

AaOr
‘ek gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM vaalao TIvaI caOnala ka

matlaba eosaa caOnala hO ijasako kaya-Ëma saamaga`I maoM samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak
maamalaaoM ka kao[- t%va na hao.’

]pyau@t pirBaaYaaAaoM sao saMkot immalata hO ik ek ‘gaOr–samaacaar
AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko TIvaI caOnala’ maoM Apnao kaya-Ëma kI saamaga`I maoM
samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ka kao[- t%va Saaimala nahIM hao sakta hO̧
jabaik ‘samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM ko TIvaI caOnala ko kaya-Ëma
imaEaNa pr kao[- p`itbaMQa nahIM hO.’[sako pirNaamasva$p caOnala kao pUrI
svatM~ta imala saktI hO ik ]sakI saamaga`I ka iktnaa p`itSat vaastva maoM
samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalaaoM maoM yaaogadana dogaa.[sako Alaavaa¸ halaaMik
ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga idSaainado-SaaoM maoM samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak
maamalao Sabd kao spYT $p sao pirBaaiYat nahIM ikyaa gayaa hO̧  halaaMik yah
Sabd svayaM vyaa#yaa%mak hO.[sa saMbaMQa maoM kao[- ivaSaoYa maamalaa p`aiQakrNa ko
saM&ana maoM nahIM Aayaa hO.caOnala kI p`%yaok EaoNaI ko ilae naIit idSaainado-SaaoM
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guidelines, may also have the risk of leaving vacant space
in between these two definitions.
Apropos the above, the issue for consultation is:

(a) Is there any need to redefine ‘News and Current
Affairs TV channels’, and ‘Non-News and Current Affairs
TV channel’ more specifically? If yes, kindly suggest
suitable definitions of ‘News and Current Affairs TV
channels’ and ‘Non-News and Current Affairs TV
channels’ with justification.

B. NET-WORTH OF ELIGIBLE COMPANIES
MIB in its reference has mentioned that, may be due

to low entry barriers, such as net-worth requirement for Rs.
5.00 Crore only for obtaining permission/ license for
uplinking or downlinking of TV channels, non serious
players are able to obtain the same. As per MIB’s letter,
later on such licenses are either traded or leased to different
entity.

As per the extant policy framework, an applicant
entity seeking permission for uplinking or downlinking of
TV channel must be a company registered in India under
the Indian Companies Act, 1956. Further, the applicant
company should also satisfy the following networth
requirements for obtaining uplinking and downlinking
permissions:

To ensure that only serious players, who are
interested in the business of satellite TV channels and
operating the channels on their own, apply for obtaining
permission/ license for uplinking or downlinking of TV
channels, one way could be to increase the entry barriers.
The other way could be to eliminate the incentives which
encourage trading and/ or sub-leasing of licenses. Further,
subleasing or trading of channels can also be controlled by
putting in place certain checks which discourages such
practices.

Television broadcasting services is a capital
intensive business. The investment is required in
production of programs, uplinking/downlinking of TV
channels, transponder charges, spectrum usage charges,
network establishment, marketing and distribution cost, and
other establishment charges. Further the cost structure of
news, and non-news channels vary significantly. It also
requires continuous technology up-gradation, and
capability to face competition from within and outside India.
So, one view could be that the companies, who have the
necessary financial strength, enter this business. Net-worth
of the applicant company is an important parameter for
gauging the financial standing of the company and therefore
it must be substantially increased.

maoM phlao sao ]llaoiKt iksaI BaI ivaiSaYT pirBaaYaa sao pro [na dao pirBaaYaaAaoM
ko baIca ir@t sqaana CaoD,nao ka jaaoiKma BaI hao sakta hO.

]prao@t ko Anau$p pramaSa- ka mau_a yah hO:
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caOnala kao AiQak ivaSaoYa $p sao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao kIcaOnala kao AiQak ivaSaoYa $p sao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao kIcaOnala kao AiQak ivaSaoYa $p sao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao kIcaOnala kao AiQak ivaSaoYa $p sao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao kIcaOnala kao AiQak ivaSaoYa $p sao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao kI
kao[- AavaSyakta hOÆyaid haM¸ kRpyaa AaOica%ya ko saaqa ‘samaacaarkao[- AavaSyakta hOÆyaid haM¸ kRpyaa AaOica%ya ko saaqa ‘samaacaarkao[- AavaSyakta hOÆyaid haM¸ kRpyaa AaOica%ya ko saaqa ‘samaacaarkao[- AavaSyakta hOÆyaid haM¸ kRpyaa AaOica%ya ko saaqa ‘samaacaarkao[- AavaSyakta hOÆyaid haM¸ kRpyaa AaOica%ya ko saaqa ‘samaacaar
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emaAa[-baI nao Apnao roÍoMsa maoM ]llaoK ikyaa hO ik kma p`vaoSa
baaQaaAaoM ko karNa hao sakta hO̧  jaOsao ik TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ApilaMikMga yaa
Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae AnaumaitÀlaa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko ilae kovala 5º00
kraoD, Épyao ko naoTvaqa- kI AavaSyakta¸ gaOr–gaMBaIr iKlaaD,I [sao p`aPt
krnao maoM saxama hOM.emaAa[-baI ko p~ ko Anausaar baad maoM eosao laa[saoMsaaoM ka
yaa tao vyaapar ikyaa jaata hO yaa ivaiBanna saMsqaaAaoM kao pT\To pr idyaa
jaata hO.

maaOjaUda naIit Z,aMcao ko Anausaar TIvaI caOnala kI ApilaMikMga yaa
Da]nailaMikMga kI Anaumait maaMganao vaalaI Aavaodk [ka[- kao BaartIya kMpnaI
AiQainayama 1956 ko tht Baart maoM pMjaIkRt kMpnaI haonaI caaihe.[sako
Alaavaa¸ Aavaodk kMpnaI kao ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga Anaumait
p`aPt krnao ko ilae inamnailaiKt naoTvaqa- AavaSyaktaAaoM kao BaI pUra
krnaa caaihe:

yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kovala gaMBaIr iKlaaD,I¸ jaao saOTolaa[T
TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko vyavasaaya maoM $ica rKto hOM AaOr svayaM caOnalaaoM ka saMcaalana
kr rho hOM¸ TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga ya Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae
AnaumaitÀlaa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko ilae Aavaodna krto hOM̧  ek trIka yah
hao sakta hO ik p`vaoSa baaQaaAaoM kao baZ,ayaa jaayao.dUsara trIka ]na
p`ao%saahnaaoM kao K%ma krnaa hao sakta hO jaao laa[saoMsa ko vyaapar AaOrÀyaa
]p–pT\To kao p`ao%saaiht krto hOM.[sako Alaavaa¸ caOnalaaoM ko ]p–pT\To yaa
vyaapar kao kuC inaiScat inayaM~Na lagaakar BaI inayaMi~t ikyaa jaa sakta
hO jaao eosaI p`qaaAaoM kao htao%saaiht krta hO.

TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaa ek gahna pUMjaI vyavasaaya hO.kaya-ËmaaoM ko
]%padna¸ TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMgaÀDa]nailaMikMga¸ T/aMsapaOMDr Saulk¸
spo@T/ma ]pyaaoga Saulk¸ naoTvak- sqaapnaa¸ ivapNana AaOr ivatrNa laagat
AaOr Anya sqaapnaa Saulk maoM inavaoSa kI AavaSyakta haotI hO.[sako
Alaavaa samaacaar AaOr gaOr samaacaar caOnalaaoM kI laagat saMrcanaa maoM kafI
iBannata haotI hO.[sako ilae inarMtr tknaIkI ApDoT AaOr Baart ko
BaItr va baahr sao p`itspQaa- ka saamanaa krnao kI xamata kI BaI AavaSyakta
hO.[sailae¸ ek dRiYTkaoNa yah hao sakta hO ik ijana kMpinayaaoM ko pasa
AavaSyak iva<aIya takt hO̧  vao [sa vyavasaaya maoM p`vaoSa kroM.Aavaodk
kMpnaI kI naoTvaqa- kMpnaI kI iva<aIya isqait kao maapnao ko ilae ek
mah%vapUNa- pOramaITr hO AaOr [sailae [samaoM kafI vaRiw haonaI caaihe.
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No. 1403/05/2023-Tv (I)
Government of India

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
'A' Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001

Dated: 0 1.09.2023

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Clarification regarding minimum net worth
requirement for 'Downlink Only' satellite TV Channels under
the Policy Guidelines for Uplinking and Downlinking of
Satellite Television Channels in India, 2022 -reg.

Ëmaa Mk:–1403À19À2022–TIvaI ³Aa[ -´Ëmaa Mk:–1403À19À2022–TIvaI ³Aa[ -´Ëmaa Mk:–1403À19À2022–TIvaI ³Aa[ -´Ëmaa Mk:–1403À19À2022–TIvaI ³Aa[ -´Ëmaa Mk:–1403À19À2022–TIvaI ³Aa[ -´
Baart sarkarBaart sarkarBaart sarkarBaart sarkarBaart sarkar

sa Ucanaa eva M p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa eva M p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa eva M p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa eva M p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa eva M p`saarNa ma M~alaya
‘e’ iva Mga¸ Saas~I Bavana¸ nayaI idllaI–110001‘e’ iva Mga¸ Saas~I Bavana¸ nayaI idllaI–110001‘e’ iva Mga¸ Saas~I Bavana¸ nayaI idllaI–110001‘e’ iva Mga¸ Saas~I Bavana¸ nayaI idllaI–110001‘e’ iva Mga¸ Saas~I Bavana¸ nayaI idllaI–110001

tarIK: 01º09º2023
kayaa -laya &apnakayaa -laya &apnakayaa -laya &apnakayaa -laya &apnakayaa -laya &apna

ivaYaya: Baart maoM saOTolaa[T caOnalaaoM kI ApilaiMkMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga ko
ilae naIit idSaainado-Sa¸ 2022 ko tht ‘kovala Da]nailaMk’ saOTolaa[T
TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ilae nyaUnatma inavala maUlya kI AavaSyakta ko saMbaMQa maoM
spYTIkrNa.

This Ministry has received representations from
broadcasters having permission for 'Downlink only' TV
channels who are struggling to meet the revised
minimum networth requirement as per the revised
Guidelines for Uplinking and Downlinking of Satellite
Television Channels in India,2022 issued on 09.11.2022.
As per Policy Guidelines, 2022, the networth requirement
for Downlink Only' channel had been increased viz-a-
viz policy guidelines, 2011 as below:

2. Existing permission holders have brought to
the Ministry's attention the following issues, namely:
(a) That they serve as exclusive distributors of
'Downlink only' TV channels wherein they serve solely
as intermediaries responsible for channel distribution
to DTH and cable operators. They do not engage in
content creation or editorial control. Their function is
essentially that of a conduit for transmitting content,
and thus, the need for a high net worth is unwarranted.

(b) Further, for international channels, it has been
pointed out that the downlinking permission is obtained

[sa maM~alaya kao ‘kovala Da]nailaMk’ TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI Anaumait vaalao
p`saarkaoM sao AByaavaodna p`aPt hue hOM̧  jaao 09º11º2022 kao jaarI Baart
maoM saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae
saMSaaoiQat idSaainado-Sa 2022 ko Anausaar saMSaaoiQat nyaUnatma inavala maUlya
AavaSyakta kao pUra krnao ko ilae saMGaYa- kr rho hOM.naIit idSaainado-Sa
2022 ko Anausaar Da]nailaMk AaonalaI caOnala ko ilae naoTvaqa- kI AavaSyakta
kao naIit idSaainado-Sa 2011 ko Anausaar inammaanausaar baZ,ayaa gayaa qaa:

2º maaOjaUda Anaumait QaarkaoM nao maM~alaya ko Qyaana maoM inamnaailaiKt
mau_o laayao hOM: Aqaa-t\ ³e´ ik vao ‘kovala Da]nailaMk’ TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko
ivaSaoYa ivatrk ko $p maoM kama krto hOM̧  ijasamaoM vao DITIeca AaOr kobala
Aa^proTraoM kao caOnala ijammaodar maQyasqa ko $p maoM pUrI trh kama krto
hOM.vao saamaga`I inamaa-Na yaa saMpadkIya inayaM~Na maoM saMlagna nahIM hO.]naka kaya-
Ainavaaya- $p sao saamaga`I p`saairt krnao ko ilae ek maaQyama ka hO̧  AaOr
[sa p`kar ]cca inavala maUlya kI AavaSyakta Anauicat hO.

³baI´ [sako Alaavaa¸ AMtrraYT/Iya caOnalaaoM ko ilae yah batayaa
gayaa hO ik Da]nailaMikMga kI Anaumait sqaanaIya ejaoMT ko maaQyama sao p`aPt
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through a local  agent .  The agent 's  pr imary
responsibility is to ensure compliance with regulatory
guidelines and distribute the channel to operators. Their
income primarily comes from distribution fees, making
their role more about logistics and administration rather
than substant ial  f inancial  investment .  These
distributors do not engage in producing or curating
content, eliminating the need for investment in content
creation infrastructure. As a result, the financial burden
associated with maintaining a significant net worth is
disproportionate to their role and responsibilities.

(c) The operations of Downlink only' distributors
involve basic  logist ics ,  such as  managing
transmissions, negotiating with operators, and ensuring
regulatory compliance. This typically requires a small
office space and minimal staff, making the need for an
extensive net worth unnecessary. Thus, requiring a high
net worth could potentially divert financial resources
away from actual distribution
operations.

(d) Downlink only' distribution is often an
attractive business venture for Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) due to its manageable
operational requirements and revenue potential.
Imposing a high net-worth requirement could deter such
entities from entering the market, limiting healthy
competition and innovation.

3. The representation of these 'Downlink only'
TV channels has been considered by this Ministry and
in order to remove the genuine difficulties faced by
such broadcasters, it is hereby clarified that in partial
modification to the Guidelines for Uplinking and
Downlinking of Satellite Television Channels in India,
2022 and 0. M. dated 29.03.2023 of MIB in this regard,
the net worth requirement for 'Downlink only' TV
Channels will be exempted from the increase as
mandated in the Policy Guidelines of 2022 only if the
permission holder is in the nature of an agent/ distributor
and not a content creator/ aggregator.

4. This OM is issued under Clause 37 of the
Uplinking and Downlinking Guidelines, 2022 and has
the approval of the Competent Authority in the
Ministry.

(Vrunda Manohar Desai)
Director (BC)

kI jaatI hO.ejaoMT kI p`aqaimak ijammaodarI inayaamak idSaainado-SaaoM ka
Anaupalana sauinaiScat krnaa AaOr Aa^proTraoM kao caOnala ivatirt krnaa
hO.]nakI Aaya mau#ya $p sao ivatrNa Saulk sao AatI hO ijasasao ]nakI
BaUimaka pyaa-Pt iva<aIya inavaoSa ko bajaaya rsad AaOr p`Saasana ko baaro maoM
AiQak hao jaatI hO.yao ivatrk saamaga`I ka inamaa-Na yaa @yaUroiTMga maoM
saMlagna nahIM haoto hOM ijasasao saamaga`I inamaa-Na bauinayaadI Z,aMcao maoM inavaoSa kI
AavaSyakta samaaPt hao jaatI hO.pirNaamasva$p¸ ek mah%vapUNa- inavala
maUlya banaayao rKnao sao jauD,a iva<aIya baaoJa ]nakI BaUimaka AaOr ijammaodairyaaoM
ko Anaupat maoM nahIM hO.

³saI´ kovala Da]nailaMk ivatrkaoM ko saMcaalana mao M bauinayaadI
laa^ijaisT@sa Saaimala hO¸ jaOsao T/aMsaimaSana ka p`baMQana krnaa¸ Aa^proTraoM
ko saaqa baatcaIt krnaa AaOr inayaamak Anaupalana sauinaiScat krnaa.[sako
ilae AamataOr pr ek CaoTo kayaa-laya sqaana AaOr nyaUnatma kma-caairyaaoM
kI AavaSyakta haotI hO¸ ijasasao nyaUnatma inavala maUlya kI AavaSyakta
AnaavaSyak hao jaatI hO.[sa p`kar ]cca inavala maUlya kI AavaSyakta
saMBaaivat $p sao iva<aIya saMsaaQanaaoM kao vaastivak ivatrNa sao dUr kr
saktI hO.

³DI´kovala Da]nailaMikMga ivatrNa ApnaI p`baMQanaIya pircaalana
AavaSyaktaAaoM AaOr rajasva xamata ko karNa saUxma¸ laGau AaOr maQyama
]VmaaoM ³emaesaemaAa[-´ ko ilae A@sar ek AakYa-k vyavasaaiyak
]Vma hO.]cca inavala maUlya kI AavaSyakta laagaU krnao sao eosaI saMsqaaAaoM
kao baajaar maoM p`vaoSa krnao sao raoka jaa sakta hO¸ ijasasao svasqya
p`itspQaa- AaOr navaacaar saIimat hao sakto hOM.

³3´ [na ‘kovala Da]nailaMk’ TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko p`itinaiQa%va pr
[sa maM~alaya Wara ivacaar ikyaa gayaa hO AaOr eosao p`saarkaoM ko saamanao
Aanao vaalaI vaastivak kiznaa[yaaoM kao dUr krnao ko ilae¸ yah spYT
ikyaa gayaa hO ik Baart maoM saOTolaa[T TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ApilaMikMga
AaOr Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae idSaainado-SaaoM maoM 2022 AaOr [sa saMbaMQa maoM
emaAa[-baI ko Aaoema idnaaMk 29º03º2023 maoM AaMiSak saMSaaoQana maoM
‘kovala Da]nailaMk’ TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao 2022 ko naIit idSaainado-SaaoM maoM
Ainavaaya- vaRiw sao CUT kovala tBaI dI jaayaogaI jaba Anaumait Qaark ek
ejaoMTÀivatrk kI p`kRit ka hao¸ na ik saamaga`I inamaa-taÀega`IgaoTr
ka.

³4´ yah Aaoema ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga idSaainado-Sa 2022
ko KMD 37 ko tht jaarI ikyaa gayaa hO AaOr [sao maM~alaya maoM saxama
p`aiQakarI kI maMjaUrI p`aPt hO.

³vaRMda maaohna dosaa[-́
inadoSak ³baIsaI´
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