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The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Communications and Information Technology (SCCIT)
fervent initiatiave for regulating the industry and
creating alevel playingfield for all broadcasting services
and expressing concerns over a continuing decline in
cable TV subscribers is a welcome move. In its 56th
report on ‘Regulation of Cable Television in India’,
submitted in both Houses of the Parliament, the standing
committee told the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) that the Cable TV industry needs
to be regulated through a comprehensive Act.

“ Thereisan urgent need for creating alevel playing
field for all broadcasting services as well as for
addressing the need for satellite-based technologies,
which are being regulated through the old legislation.
The Committee believes the Cable TV industry needs to
be regulated through a comprehensive Act and therefore
it recommends the ministry to ensure that the proposed
‘Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023’ seesthe
light of the day at the earliest since it will go along way
in resolving the concerns of this industry,” the
parliamentary panel said.

The committee has recommended that all aspects
concerning the cable industry must be taken into
consideration while bringing in the comprehensive
Broadcasting bill which TRAI is working on.

According to the panel, one of the biggest concerns
of the cable TV industry has been pricing of channels
by broadcasters and the negative impact on the cable tv
industry.

Peeush Mahajan, President AIDCF has been
thankful to the Honorary Parliament Committee on
Communications and I nformation Technology for their
detailed examination on the issues plaguing the Cable
TV Industry and said that the Committee has correctly
observed that the Cable TV industry has been seeing a
steady decline and is struggling for itssurvival, majorly
duetothedrasticincreasein pricesof pay TV channels.

Thisis a welcome move and will go a long way in
addressing the much needed bottlenecks and issues
affecting the LCO community.

The Reliance — Disney merger will create a strong
behemoth and gain a strategic advantage in the
broadcast industry. The FICCI- EY report has reported
impressive growth of the Indian M&E industry . More
of that in the next issue..
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