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Eros Now, the OTT platform owned by ErosSTX,
hasreached 36.2 million paid subscribersand 211.5 million
registered users worldwide as of 30 September. This
represents 6.9 million net new paid subscriber additions
over the past six months.

Thissubscriber growth
has been powered by its
investment in technology and
the larger partnership with
Microsoft. In a recently
completed project, Eros Now
uploaded content to a central content repository, built on
Microsoft Azure, that can quickly process|arge volumes of
data to distribute to hubs via satellite. Consumers then
connect to these hubs to securely download content to
their mobile deviceswithout internet connectivity. By using
this system, consumers in low connectivity regions can
access Eros Now’s rich media content and pay for services
inmodesthey prefer. Enabling video distribution viasatellite
could be game changing for the OTT businessin developing
marketslike India, South East Asiaand Africawhere more
than 50 per cent of the population has intermittent access
to internet and internet video.

ZEE5 hasanew partner with 1SP - Connect Broadband
to spread itsreach across Punjab. Rahul Maroli, Senior Vice
President & Head SVOD, ZEE5 Indiasaid, “In aconnected
world, theroleof ISPsiscritical to connect
the household to the world! The past few
months have seen an increased demand for
broadband internet as people turn to the
internet for work, entertainment, and
communication. The strategic alliancewith
Connect Broadband enables us to provide
our bespoke entertainment experienceto an
even wider audience. With consumers now
looking at digital platforms to fulfil their
entertainment reguirements, we wanted to
ensure that consumers get a seamless
experience with the best of content to
choosefrom. Thealliance will leverage Connect broadband's
reach and ZEE5’'s content and technology to deliver
seaml ess entertainment to the entire Punjab region.”

Connect Broadband spokesperson said, “With
massive surge in consumption of digital content Connect
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Broadband makes it simpler for customers to access rich
content from ZEE5 without having to worry about data.
During such unprecedented times, we urge al the citizens
to stay home and stay calm, while we continue to servethe
best of entertainment content across languages, genres,
and a spectrum of devices. Our partnership with ZEES
enables usto maximise our reach by appealing to amassive
content for Connect Broadband consumers. With this
proposition, we are enhancing our relationship and reach
with our customers.”

TARUN KATIAL QUITS ZEES5

Inahigh-profileexit—Tarun Katial hasquit asZEE5
CEO after leading the OTT and contech
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brand from Zee stable for four years.
Confirming the development, a company
spokesperson said, “Wewish to confirm that
Tarun Katia has tendered his resignation,
as CEO, Zee5 India. We thank him for his
valuable contribution towards the growth
of Zee5. Under hisableleadership, inavery
short span of time, Zee5 has emerged as
India’s largest ConTech brand, delivering
seamless, superlative content across
different consumer touch-points, backed |
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with cutting edge technology. His rich
experience and expertise have been
invaluable in building a robust digital
platform. We wish Tarun the best in all his future
endeavours.Amit Goenka as the President - Digital
Businesses and Platformswill continue to lead team Zee5,
along with other digital platforms.”
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MZAALO NEW STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP

Mzaalo, a blockchain-based video streaming
application in the gamified video
and entertainment ecosystem, has
announced itsalliance with over 25
Linear TV channel feedsand video-
on-demand platforms to offer
premium content. Mzaal 0's system
is secured by blockchain
technology a trusted
infrastructure for content
owners, brands to own and secure
engagement and commercefor their
users.Through these simultaneous
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strategic content partnerships with linear television
channelsand VOD platforms.

Vikram Tanna, COO, Mzaalo, said, "Our partnership
with wide-ranging, premium TV channels and VOD
platforms, isastep further towards enhancing the consumer-
centric experience. We are a content plus technology
platform where we curate our content offerings to deliver
an immersive experience to our users. Our content
engagement technology stack delivers deep contextual
experiences to both users and advertisers alike.”

TATA SKY BINGE PARTNERS WITH
SONYLIV

TataSky Binge, ispartnering with SonyL IV and will
add 1000+ hours of exciting content to Tata Sky Binge
including TV shows, moviesand SonyL IV Originals.

Tata Sky chief
commercial and content
officer Pallavi Puri said,
“We have always
believed in giving a
wealth of choice to our o
subscribers in terms of
new content offerings. ))Inge
Banking on shared
synergies, we are
confident that SonyL1V’s library of outstanding content
will ensure that our subscribers continue to discover the
most entertaining and engaging content on the Tata Sky
Bingeplatform.”

Sony Entertainment Television, digital businessand
StudioNEXT business head Danish Khan said, “From the
time of relaunch, we have been witnessing huge surge in
content consumption on the large screens and connected
devicesand our partnership with Tata Sky Bingewill further
bolster our leadership in the large screen households. We
have a robust content library that has a lot to offer for
Binge users to choose from. This collaboration will allow
usto boost our engagement at atime when users are glued
to their screens for captivating stories.”

US, INDIA OFFER GROWTH FOR OTT

Indiaand US offers major growth for OTT players.
While Disney+ has already added over 73 million
subscribers, it will add another 112 million subscribers
between 2020 and 2025 to reach 194 million. The report
adds that Netflix will increase its subscriber base by 73
million.
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“Much of Disney+'s initial growth came from the |
US, mainly due to the attractive bundle of
Disney+ with ESPN+ and Hulu. Morerecently,
India’'s Disney+ Hotstar subs count has
rocketed due to its coverage of IPL cricket.
TheUSand Indiawill account for nearly half
of Disney+ subscriber base by 2025, Digital
TV Research principal analyst Simon Murray
says.

According to the report, the streaming
giant Netflix will take its revenue up to $37 billion and its
rival Disney+ will generate $13 billion in revenue by 2025.
Thereport addsthisisalot lower than Netflix dueto lower
ARPUs charged in devel oping markets.

BROADBAND SPEED TO BE UPGRADED

Broadband India Forum has mooted a revision of
broadband definition and speedsin Indiaare long overdue
and that it should be reviewed and upgraded to 2 Mbps
from current 512 kbpswhichis"dismally low".

"It is our view that since the current definition of
broadband captures neither the development of the

technology nor the Indian TEferRTT § AT %.W %
consumers" appetite for high ‘IE TN gftea & fo 9fes arzas
speed broadband services, it must P g9 URYST § T A1 dddiel
be revi_ew@ z_and redefi_ne(_j," the ( F F [ 2 & AF 9 & 3= T
BIF said in its submission to // B I afedz AaE & feu ardE

Telecom Regul atory Authority of ST # T 7T e

India(TRAL).

The submissionsform part
of BIF"s response to the
regulator"s consultation paper on

"road map to promote broadband connectivity and enhanced

broadband speed".
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TRAI had floated the discussion paper to seek
stakeholder views on various issues including whether
existing definition of broadband need to bereviewed along
with threshold download and upload speeds; possibility of
defining different categories of broadband depending on
speeds; need for speed measurement programmes in the
country amongst others.

The broadband speeds in India, even post the
introduction of 4G, are less than half of the globa good
practices.In its written response to the regulator, the BIF
suggested that a network must comply with the requirement
to provide 2 Mbps download and upload speeds to be
considered a broadband connection, regardless of the
medium or technology used to deliver the service. B
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