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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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SUN LAUNCHES NEW DISTRIBUTION

COMPANY

Sun TV Network has launched a new company -
TVCH Distribution Services Private Limited. The new
company will handle distribution for Sun TV Network in
Kerala for Multi System Operators
(MSOs) and DTH operators.

The MSO distribution
mandate into various subsidiaries
namely Gemini Distribution Services
Private Limited (GDSPL), Kal Media
Services Private Limited (KMSPL),
and Sun Distribution Services Private
Limited (SDSPL).

GDSPL sincethe advent of the New Tariff Order has
been the Single Point of Contact (SPOC) for Multi System
Operators (MSOs) based out of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana looking for signals while SDSPL has been the
SPOC for M SOs based out of Karnataka, and Rest of India
(North, East, and West).

KMSPL which currently isthe SPOC for M SOsbased
out of Keralaand Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry will soon only
handle the mandate for Keralawith the newly setup TVCH
set to become the SPOC for M SOs based out of Tamil Nadu
& Pondicherry.

TVCH has also been named as the designated
company for receiving requests for interconnection from
DTH operators on behalf of SUN. The designated person
for handling DTH operatorsremainsthe same asearlier even
though TV CH will now be the authorised agent on behalf
of SUN.

REPUBLIC TO LAUNCH ACROSS INDIA

Republic has drawn up an ambitious plan to launch
across various states and also go global. Arnab Goswami
has announced that Republic Media Network will launch
news channels in every regional language in the next one
year.

“Wewill also take Republic MediaNetwork globally
inthe next 16-17 months,” Goswami added.

IN1O MEDIA LAUNCHES KIDS’
CHANNEL

In10 Media Network ventured into the kids’
entertainment space on Children’s Day with the launch of

TVCH

Distrubution Services Pvt Ltd
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new premium Hindi channel,
Gubbare Masti Ke
Phuwarre.The network runs
channels such as Epic TV —
India Ka Apna Infotainment,
ShowBox — Apna Music,
Apna Swag and Filamchi —
Filman KaLaalchi.

Aditya Pittie,
Managing Director, 1n10

NETWORK
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Media Network, said, “At In10 Media Network,
we are focused on building scalable businesses
and strategically expanding our footprint in the
industry. In our country, television continues to
be a primary viewing platform for kids’
entertainment among most households. We are
excited to launch Gubbare on Children’s Day and
build an affinity with kids through the channel’s
distinctive and exciting programming.”

Gubbare, a pay channel, will be a part of
the* ApnaEpic ValuePack’. It would be available
on all major DTH and cable operators across India.

CENTRE MOOTS FREE SPEECH

Supreme Court has urged the Govt to exercise its
powers under the Cable TV Networks (Regulation) Act
against TV channels to have an effective oversight on the
contents of TV programmes. The Govt on the other hand
argued that it respected the media’sright to free speech and
was not keen to play the regulator.

A bench of CJI SA Bobde and justicesAS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian expressed displeasure over the
Centre' sresponseto Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind's petition alleging
the government did precious little to stop the media from
targeting Muslims during the Covid-19 pandemic by making
hateful reports on the Tablighi Jamaat congregation in
Nizamuddin. Initsaffidavit, the Centre had said that by and
large, most mai nstream newspapers and web portal sreported
responsibly on the event. It said during theinitial period of
the pandemic, when some Tablighi Jamaat members were
found Covid positive, it received mediaand public attention.
It also detailed the number of accountsand URL sthat were
blocked to stop circulation of fake news targeting the
minority community.

As the hearing progressed, its scope expanded to
cover whether the government should use the powers it
enjoys to regulate content on TV channels. The CJI told
solicitor general Tushar Mehta, “We are not satisfied with
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the Centre’s affidavit. We had asked what steps were taken
by the government under the Cable TV Networks
(Regulation) Act against fake news circulated by TV
channels. What isthe grievance redressal mechanism under
thelaw? On both these points, your affidavit issilent despite
usasking for it.”

CODE FOR NEWS CHANNELS

Govt is looking to strengthen the regulatory
mechanism for news media besides considering anew code
of conduct for TV news channels.

“Freedom of press is being
discussed again today and | said that
theway pressfreedom isbeing attacked,
that isnot good. .. Press Council of India
(PCI) is another mechanism of self-
regulation. Though the head is
appointed by the government, it has
representatives of pressowners, editors,
journalists, photographers and
parliamentarians. But people are demanding that the PCI
should be given more powers. That is also being
considered,” |&B Minister noted.

Noting the absence of a Press Council-like body to
regulate TV news even though he referred to the National
Broadcasting Standards Authority as an institution where
“anyone can complain to them and they even punish the
erring channels’, Javadekar said, “But there are many
channels that are not even members of that... and they
have no restrictions... Such a system cannot exist...”

COMPLIANCE POLICY OF FDI

The Govt has notified compliance of policy on FDI
indigital media.

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

All eligibleentitiesinvolvedin
uploading and streaming of news and
current affairs through digital media,
to comply with the decision of
Government, which had permitted 26
per cent FDI under Government
approval route. The entities having
foreign investment below 26 per cent
may furnish intimation to the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

They haveto provide details of the company, entity
and its shareholding pattern along with the names and
addresses of its Directors and shareholders.

The names and address of Promotersand Significant

Yl H FEl, B DG & odBAH A AQRE Tel © | guT o
fop Fae St Jeaad (fafrerm) sifafam & dea wer 1 S
Al SR TR Febel! ] & FIaTh a1 Hed 3o © | B
% ded [oremEd Marr aF @ g7 el Mg W, e
FAHAMI B9 EFT A0 & a1aeE g9 2 |

TIER 996l @ (¢ @IS

TIHN, S FHEN Iell & [T Ue 407 3w dfedr
T fe@m &7 & 3TArEr TEET §i2d & o e 93 @
D TG BT 9TE TR % |
EUAT T F g &6 9T I A
W A T F Tl &1 T8l & AW 4 del (o
o T8 7 U @l SIS W BHAT fohar A
sfean (AT ) o P & U@ ST A
T, BRG] AT WS & Giciie &1 & | wifeh T i
® T2 T foh IS 1 e A &1 A ARy |3 o o0
e T o1 72T 2 | SEU=AT %21 47 Yehigl Ay I i
21T 9T a1 TRt 7 @ T Ueh U aTeiie ST TR b
@l Ueh TAT 770 & = § el foan &, Sl ‘s ot foremmad &7
Tl & AT AT AT bl S B Wbl &, WAk &g el &
TE &I YOI AE el &1 b |
TESIAE & AU Al
T A [T Hfzar § THIenE 9 A & e
@1 e e 2 |
HEHN & MU & I & o f2fed
AT & qreem A TET 9 die AHIT
PN IS B AT TR B H ST
AT U T, TR Fa & AT
w2 % W T 26 U9 UHSIE Bl
AT U g5 47126 9fdurd @A
TeaT FereT aret Jem 7 4T  9Hr
AT @ AT & Tl & |

I I MEul d JATERa @ AW 9 9d @ WY
T, ZH1E 9 3D JATENCST YT & i foaor g @
AT

MEDIA |

SATELLITE & CABLE TV

11

DECEMBER 2020



|§%§§|$CAT NEWS] [l @< = 1

Beneficial Owners, Permanent Account Number and the
latest audited or unaudited Profit and Loss Statement and
Balance Sheet along with the Auditor report.

The Ministry said, entities which, at present, have
an equity structure with foreign investment exceeding 26
per cent will givesimilar detailsto the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.

It said, any entity which intends to bring fresh
foreign investment in the country hasto seek prior approval
of the Central Government, through the Foreign Investment
Facilitation Portal of DPIIT.

GOVT ALLOWS INFRA SHARING

The Govt hasallowed platform infrastructure sharing
voluntarily for distribution of TV channelsprovided signals
of HITSplatform are distributed to subscribersviathe cable
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operator.

Govt has amended the Headend-in-the-
Sky (HITS) guidelines by allowing sharing of
infrastructure by HITS operators with multi-
system operators (MSQOs). The sharing of
infrastructure between HITS and cable TV
companies has been along-pending demand of
the distribution sector.

As per the new clauses added to the
HITSguidelines, aHITS operator may sharethe
platform infrastructure on avoluntary basis, in
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flexible ways, for distribution of TV channels
provided that the signals of the HITS platform are distributed
to subscribers through cable operator only and the
encryption of signals, addressability and liabilities are not
compromised.

The amended guidelines also allow sharing of
transport stream transmitted by HITS platforms, between
HITS operatorsand M SOs. Further, the HITS platform will
not be allowed to be used as ateleport for the uplinking of
TV channels.

AnHITSoperator willing to shareitstransport stream
with an M SO should ensurethat the M SO hasavalid written
interconnection agreement with the concerned broadcasters
for distribution of Pay TV channels to the subscribers.

For an HITS operator to shareinfrastructurewith an
M SO, the operator will be allowed sharing only on Indian
controlled satellites. A written permission from the
Department of Space (DOS) will berequired in thisregard.

ZAKKA JACOB PROMOTED

CNN-News18, aleading English News channel has
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promoted Zakka Jacob as managing editor. And hewill lead | Serl SehTd 1 99 AU & =9 § UG (hdl & | &7

The appointment of Jacob isagood move and Zakka

comes with over 18 years of experiencein the industry. In A o g i . .
his spell with CNN-News18, he has managed to carve a AT 18 & A1 39 HEHM § 9 31 T
niche. e T F AT T E |
DTH SUBS SEES SURGE RIug geaHEER § ggiad
The DTH subscription numbers have seen a surge. ST FAFEAY T | Jhs @1 T & | Eih 2%

As per the DTH subscriber numbers by TRAI the | zpr 2o e @1 T & AR 31 419 2019 B FHHET
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on 30 June 2020, the number of pay DTH subscriber using & ST e g T

services provided by private DTH service providers stood kGl TRl &1 JEF ol RUEEE R & 1 stefsd
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TRAI reports state that the 2 B T & ANAE 297§ dad S
country has achieved 100 percent J2a% T 100 gfdy BRTEEA9H o &7
digitization of cable TV network. 3

As on 30 June 2020, there were ﬁr&” el 30 G’H 2020 G AT G FHT
1,666 M SOs registered with the ministry AT (wrmEdr) & T 1666 TACAAT
of information & broadcasting (MIB) as UTd o e g § 31 femEar 2019
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compared to 1,613 M SO registered ason

31 December 2019. Further, as per the 5 et T T
datareported by MSOs/HI TS operators, T e/ %f%? e ?aw 3
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RAJAT SHARMA NEW NBA PRESIDENT T & 78 ga™ d o™i

IndiaTV editor-in-chief Rajat =2 2l & YU AUEd Tod S B
Sharmawasre-elected asthe president AT 13 T 21 Jow § J9TA
s ation (VBA) 1513t ol ST AT (G 7 o
general meeting. The board has fewsBroadcasted q A %fm q 3_'[ foran T & 1912
elected News24 Broadcast India Ltd m BIl A T g 24 AR AT . AT ree
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chairperson-cum-MD Anuradha
AT T2, BT TS HUAT 2137

Prasad as its vice president, and
Bennett, Coleman & CoLtd- Times | RAJAT SHARMA

Network MD and CEO MK Anand as ) Tedh & TN A1 WEI Teb S I
honorary treasurer for theyear 2020-2021. a4 2020-21 % [T AE Hrorede g1 2 |
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The other memberson the NBA Board are: -
Mathrubhumi Printing & Publishing Co Ltd MD MV
Shreyams Kumar
TV 18 Broadcast Ltd MD Rahul Joshi
ABP Network Pvt Ltd CEO Avinash Pandey
Eenadu Television Pvt Ltd Director | Venkat

TV Today Network Ltd Vice-Chairperson and MD
Kalli Purie Bhandal

New Delhi Television Ltd Editorial Director Sonia
Singh

Zee Media Corporation Ltd CEO - cluster 1 Sudhir
Chaudhary

MSO LICENSES PENDING

Govt has yet to approve 109 MSO license
applications at the end of October 2020.The Ministry in
October received 4 new applications for
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an MSO license taking the number of
M SO license applicationsreceived since
April 2019 to 243 from 239 at the end of
September 2020.

The Ministry in October
approved 4 applications for a MSO
licensetaking the number of M SO license
applications approved since April 2019
to 134 from 130 at the end of September 2020.

TheMinistry now has 109 M SO license applications
pending at the end of October 2020, the same asthat at the
end of September 2020 which was at 73 at the end of April
2019.

HYBRID STBS TO BE LAUNCHED

GTPL Hathway will roll out Android set-top box ina
phased manner across the country.
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The company will also launch
the Hybrid box in select Phase-I11 and
Phase-1V marketswith subsequent roll
out in other markets. The hybrid box is
expected tolaunchin Q3FY 21 withthe
company indulged in pricing strategy
and other things last month which will
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be launched at a competitive price
whereby they can attract a good demand from the
customer.

The company further stated that cable TV
subscription was not affected by OTT with both linear TV
and OTT likely to co-exist going forward. ®
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