I EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

The ‘BROADBAND REVOLUTION' is all set to
unveil the next big frontier for growth in this sector. The
major corporates including our own BSNL have
unleashed mega plans to grow the broadband bandwagon
across the country. Bharati Global is committing US$ 2
billion for its broadband rollout. Bharti Enterprises
chairman Sunil Mittal, took over as executive chairman
of OneWeb, a satellite firm and they have plans to offer
broadband services in India by mid-2022. BSNL plans
to add around 1 lakh FTTH customers per month. They
are providing more than 85,000 connections per month.
FTTH sector has been seen high competition between
telecom majors Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio. HFCL
is deploying a fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) network for
telecom operator Reliance Jio across 300 cities in India.
Airtel plans to offer the service in over 1,000 cities across
the country, in the next 12-18 months with an aim to
capture over 40 million of the 240 million households
in the country.

The Govt has amended the Headend-in-the-Sky
(HITS) guidelines by allowing sharing of infrastructure
by HITS operators with multi-system operators (MSOs).

The amended guidelines allow sharing of transport
stream transmitted by HITS platforms, between HITS
operators and MSOs. Further, the HITS platform will
not be allowed to be used as a teleport for the uplinking
of TV channels. TRAI believes this move will help bring
down cable and DTH bills for consumers, provide them
with more choices and promote competition in the
broadcasting distribution sector.

Hinduja Group-promoted cable, headend-in-the-sky
(HITS) and broadband service provider NXT Digital
has identified infrastructure sharing also called managed
services, digital boutique and satellite media services
as three big areas of growth.

While 2020 is coming to an end and this year has
caused major losses across business sectors due to the
pandemic, let all hope that 2021 will usher in some kind
of stability in the business.
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