EDITOR’'S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

2021 should be the harbinger of positive and
prosperoustidingsfor the Scat, IPTV, Broadband segment.
| want to begin the ‘New Year’ on a positive note!

The slew of future line-up of technologies like the
rollout of 5G in 2021 and the broadband expansion should
bring some kind of transformation to propel growth and
investment in this sector. The Govt’s move towards creating
a draft national broadcast policy is a welcome move and
should be applauded. This augurs well for the growth of
the industry. Smilarly, there are a lot of issues which the
Govt needs to address: like for instance on how the role of
TRAI can berevamped and how TRAI can reinvent itsrole
and play the role of a facilitator/ enabler to help spur
growth in the broadcast industry. Broadcasters have very
vocally spoken out and urged TRAI to end its jurisdiction
over TV channels with regards to pricing, bundling and
other issues.

Talking about the | & B ministry, Amit Khare, Secretary
of Information & Broadcasting recently said the role of
the government in this sector is mostly that of facilitator.
The Govt hasonly a budget of around ¥ 4,000 crorefor the
|& B segment. And thisministry is the smallest in terms of
budget, but largest in influence and that influence comes
mostly through the private sector. Thisindustry has grown
till now without much Govt support and truly due to the
entrepreneurial spirit displayed by the entrepreneurs
driving the business in this segment.

The new policy on DTH announced by the Govt allows
100% FDI and increases the license span for 20 years.
This will provide stability and certainty to the sector.
Recently the Govt amended the Government of India
(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, and brought
streaming video services such as Netflix, Amazon Prime
and Hotstar, and news websites under the ambit of the
ministry of information and broadcasting (1& B). Thismove
will ensure that the OTT platforms will be put on a tight
leash and the industry will have some regulatory
framework sooner or later.

All in all, we hope 2021 should usher some major
changes in this sector which will propel growth. | take
this opportunity to wish all our readersavery happy and

prosperous 2021.
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