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TRAI SHUNS
MARKET SHARE

RESTRICTIONS IN
CABLE TV SECTOR

In a new development, TRAI feels no need to
have market share restrictions in cable TV.

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has
recommended to the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting that there is no need to impose any market
share-related restrictions on multi-system operators
(MSOs) since the TV distribution market is highly
competitive with multiple players vying for the
consumer's share of the wallet.

The regulator, however,
suggested that the ministry must
monitor the developments in the
cable TV sector and intervene, if
necessary, at an appropriate time.

In order to enable the last
mile provision of broadband
services,  TRAI has also
recommended sharing of cable
infrastructure by local cable
operators (LCOs) with Telecom
Service Providers (TSPs). It is
pertinent to note that Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio are
already working with LCO partners to grow the wireline
broadband penetration in the country.

Further, the regulator has recommended that the
government must amend the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation), Act 1995 to encourage LCOs to provide
last-mile access to service providers for the provisioning
of broadband services. TRAI has suggested the insertion
of the following clause in the CTN Act, “Cable operators
may strive to provide last mile access to Access service
providers/Internet Service Providers in a fair, transparent,
and non-discriminatory manner for the proliferation of
broadband services.”

On the question of imposing cross-holding
restrictions amongst various categories of DPOs/service
providers, TRAI noted that issues related to vertical
integration, horizontal integration, and M&A are being
dealt with through a separate consultation process. The
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kao dUr ikyaakao dUr ikyaakao dUr ikyaakao dUr ikyaakao dUr ikyaa
ek nayaI isqait ivakasa maoM̧  T/a[- kao lagata hO ik kobala TIvaI maoM
baajaar ihssaodarI pr p̀itbaMQa lagaanao kI AavaSyakta nahIM hO.

BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  nao saUcanaa AaOr
p`saarNa maM~alaya sao isafairSa kI hO ik malTI isasTma Aa^prooTraoM ³emaesaAaó
pr baajaar ihssaodarI sao saMbaMiQat kao[- p`itbaMQa lagaanao kI AavaSyakta
nahIM hO̧  @yaaoMik TIvaI ivatrNa baajaar A%yaiQak p`itspQaI- hO̧  ijasamaoM k[-
iKlaaD,I ]pBaao@ta ko baTue ko ihssao ko ilae haoD, maoM hOM.

halaaMik inayaamak nao sauJaava idyaa ik maM~alaya kao kobala TIvaI
xao~ maoM ivakasa kI inagaranaI krnaI caaihe
AaOr yaid AavaSyak hao tao ]icat samaya
pr hstxaop krnaa caaihe.

bàâDbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko AMitma maIla p̀avaQaana
kao saxama krnao ko ilae T/a[- nao sqaanaIya
kobala AâproTraoM ³elasaIAaó  Wara dUrsaMcaar
saovaa p`dataAaoM ³TIesapI´ ko saaqa kobala
bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao kI BaI
isafairSa kI hO.yah Qyaana donao yaaogya hO

ik BaartI eyarTola AaOr irlaayaMsa ijayaao phlao sao hI doSa maoM vaayarlaa[na
ba`a^DbaOMD kI phuMca baZ,anao ko ilae elasaIAao BaagaIdaraoM ko saaqa kama kr
rho hOM.

[sako Alaavaa inayaamak nao isafairSa kI hO ik sarkar kao kobala
TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´¸ AiQainayama 1995 maoM saMSaaoQana krnaa
caaihe taik elasaIAao kao ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana ko ilae saovaa
p`dataAaoM kao AMitma maIla tk phuMca p`dana krnao ko ilae p`ao%saaiht ikyaa
jaa sako.T/a[- nao saITIena AiQainayama maoM inamnailaiKt KMD kao Saaimala
krnao ka sauJaava idyaa hO̧  ‘kobala Aa^proTr¸ ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko p`saar ko
ilae inaYpxa¸ pardSaI- AaOr gaOr BaodBaavapUNa- trIko sao e@saosa saovaa
p`dataAaoMÀ[MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM kao AMitma maIla tk phuMca p`dana
krnao ka p`yaasa kr sakto hOM.’

DIpIAaoÀsaovaa p`dataAaoM kI ivaiBanna EaoiNayaaoM ko baIca Ëa^sa
haoilDMga p`itbaMQa lagaanao ko savaala pr¸ T/a[- nao kha ik vaiT-kla [MTIgaòSana
AaOr emaeMDe sao saMbaMiQat mau_aoM kao ek Alaga pramaSa- p`iËyaa ko maaQyama sao
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authority also pointed out that i t  has given
recommendations on cross-media restrictions in the past.

TRAI's rationale behind having a liberal regulatory
policy for the cable TV sector stems from the fact that
the TV universe has enough competition due to the
presence of diverse service providers like MSOs & LCOs,
direct-to-home (DTH) operators, including DD Free Dish,
Head in the Sky (HITS) operators, Internet Protocol
Television (IPTV) operators and over the top (OTT)
platforms.

TRAI noted that there are 1,75,511 registered MSOs
(as of June) besides 4 pay DTH operators, 1 HITS
operator, and a few IPTV operators (as of August). The
regulator pointed out that the number of LCOs ranged
from 81,706 to 1,72,063. DD Free Dish is projected to have
a user base of 43 million. Additionally, there are 40+ OTT
platforms.

TRAI has also contended that the TV distribution
industry was facing several challenges like a declining
subscriber base and low average revenue per user
(ARPU). Further, pay-TV subscribers in India pay around
20 to 25% of the average price paid by TV consumers in
the UK, US, Thailand, or Malaysia. The growth of the
OTT landscape further illustrates that fierce competition
is prevalent in the sector and it is only expected to grow
in the future, the regulator added.

"Hence, considering the number of options
available to the consumers, the authority is of the view
that at this stage there is no need to intervene in the
current structure of Cable TV distribution sector at the
MSO or LCO level," TRAI averred. 

inapTayaa jaa rha hO.p`aiQakrNa nao yah BaI batayaa ik ]sanao AtIt maoM
Ëa^sa–maIiDyaa p`itbaMQaaoM pr isafairSa dI hO.

kobala TIvaI xao~ ko ilae ek ]dar inayaamak naIit rKnao ko pICo
T/a[- ka tk- [sa tqya sao ]pjaa hO ik DIDI ÍI saiht emaesaAao AaOr
elasaIAao̧  Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTraoM jaOsao iDSa TIvaI¸ hoDeMD–
[na–d̂–ska[-³ihT\sa´ AâproTr¸ [MTrnaoT p̀aoTaokâla TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´
Aa^proTr AaOr Aaovar–d^–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ PlaoTfa^ma- ivaivaQa saovaa p`dataAaoM
kI ]pisqait ko karNa TIvaI ba`h\maaMD maoM pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa- hO.

T/a[- nao naaoT ikyaa ik 4 po–DITIeca Aa^proTraoM̧  1 ihT\sa Aa^proTr
AaOr kuC Aa[-pITIvaI Aa^proTraoM ³Agast tk´ ko Alaavaa 1¸75¸511
pMjaIkRt emaesaAao ³jaUna tk´ hOM.inayaamak nao batayaa ik elasaIAao kI
saM#yaa 81¸706 sao laokr 1¸72¸063 tk qaI.DIDI ÍI iDSa ko 43
imailayana yaUjar baosa haonao ka Anaumaana hO.[sako Aiti@t 40 sao AiQak
AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- hOM.

T/a[- nao yah BaI tk- idyaa hO ik TIvaI ivatrNa ]Vaoga GaTto ga`ahk
AaQaar AaOr kma AaOsat rajasva p`it ]pyaaogakta- ³eAarpIyaÚ  jaOsaI k[-
caunaaOityaaoM ka saamanaa kr rha hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ Baart maoM po–TIvaI ga`ahk
yaUko̧  yaUesae¸ qaa[-laOMD yaa malaoiSayaa maoM TIvaI ]pBaao@taAaoM Wara Baugatana
kI gayaI AaOsat kImat ka lagaBaga 20 sao 25‰ Baugatana krto hOM.inayaamak
nao kha ik AaoTITI pirdRSya ka ivakasa Aagao idKata hO ik [sa xao~ maoM
BayaMkr p`itspQaa- hO AaOr BaivaYya maoM [sako baZ,nao kI ]mmaId hO.

T/a[- nao batayaa ik ‘[sailae¸ ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae ]plabQa
ivaklpaoM kI saM#yaa pr ivacaar krto hue¸ p`aiQakrNa ka ivacaar hO ik [sa
str pr emaesaAao yaa elasaIAao str pr kobala TIvaI ivatrNa xao~ kI
vat-maana saMrcanaa maoM hstxaop krnao kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.’ 


