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The Sony — Zee merger saga which has been
unravelling for the past two year s has been nothing short
of an episodic thriller saga. It looked likeit was nearing
the finishing line and the last lap of the marathon saw
some dramatic turnaround. It was assumed that thisdeal
will go through in the midst of the Reliance — Disney
Sar India merger. And this would create a duopoly in
the Indian broadcast sector. But the Sony — Zee merger
got derailed and now enters a litigation phase which
could get vicious for both the parties. The Reliance —
Disney Sar India merger looks like smooth sailing
currently, unless there is a last minute hitch. However,
that looks unlikely.

Zee could have new suitors as per market rumours
like Adanis who can pick up more than 26% stake. So
the scenario looks interesting.

The uplinking and downlinking in India saw a
major transformation fromtheearlier chactic years. The
new uplinking and downlinking guidelines for satellite
TV channels aims to make India a hub for uplinking of
TV channels by deregulating uplinking of satellite
channelsfromthe country. Thisissuetracesthe evolution
of cable TV distribution and uplinking.

India isthe third largest video market in the world
with a revenue generation of US$13 hillion according
to the Asia Pacific Video & Broadband 2024 Report of
MPA.

Netflix finished 2023 with more than 260 million
subscribers worldwide, with a profit of $938 million in
the final quarter versus just $55 million in the same
period a year earlier.Netflix India has reportedly posted
a 24% increase in its revenue for FY2023 at Rs 2,214
crore. Net income stood at Rs 2,286.3 crore in FY23
from Rs 1,837 crorein FY22. So Netflix is going strong
globally and in India.

TRAI has a new chairman. Former Railway Board
Chief Anil Kumar Lahoti has been appointed as the
chairman of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI). Sanjay Jaju, a senior bureaucrat, has been
appointed asthe new Information and Broadcasting (& B)
secretary. It will be interesting to see how these two high
profile bureaucrats bring changes in the M& E space.
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