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SATELLITE
BROADBAND TO
DRIVE BROADBAND
GROWTH

Satellite broadband isawirelessinternet connection
provided through communication satellites orbiting the
earth. It is independent of location and can be accessed
from anywhere within the range of satellites, asit provides
global coverage.

Satellite internet is emerging as an effective
alternative for communication and broadband services in
remote and rural areas across India.

In a major initiative,
Reliance Jioisplanning India’s
first satellite-based gigabit
internet service, which can
potentially be used to provide
high-speed internet services to
inaccessible areasin the country.

Called JioSpaceFiber, Jio
in partnership with L uxembourg-
based satellite communications
company SESto provide medium
Earth orbit (MEO) satellite
internet. The more common
method of delivering high-speed satellite internet usually
involves constellations of low-Earth orbit (LEO) satellites.
LEO satellites orhit at a height of between 250 and 2,000
kilometres above the planet. Both Starlink, the service
provided by Elon Musk’'s SpaceX, and the solution by
OneWeb, a company backed by India’s Bharti group, use
LEO satellite technology for low-latency, high-speed
internet.

The Govt with Bharat Broadband Network Limited
(BBNL) is launching BharatNet project, which aims to
connect 7,000-gram panchayats all over India through
satelliteinternet. Thelndian Space Policy 2023, which seeks
to regulate and enhance private sector involvement in the
space sector, is expected to clarify the foreign ownership
restrictions for operators of satellite constellationsin low-
earth orbit (LEO) and medium-earth orbit (MEO). It may
also help in providing greater clarity on the regulatory
framework, addressing some of the previous hurdlesaround
commercial satellite broadband servicesinIndia. B
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