The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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NEW NORMS FOR MSOS

The Govt has come has come out with new norms
and made it mandatory for MSOs, who
intend to provide their own programming
service, either directly to their own
subscribers or through one or more Local
Cable Operators, to take registration of
platform services.

Applicants have been advised to
refer to guidelines for platform services
offered by Multi System Operators issued by MIB on
November 30, 2022. They are required to apply for

registration of their PS channel(s)

TV CHANNELS AT 905

The number of television channels stands at 905.
A recent report by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting on the
Media and Entertainment sector of
India revealed that 905 satellite TV
channels were present in India as of
2022-2023, an increase of 7 satellite
channels from the previous year.

Post-COVID, the number of
satellite TV channels dropped every
year at anincreasing rate. In 2020-2021, this number was
914, marking adecrease of four channelsfrom 2019-2020.
Further, 2021-22 saw a huge decline of 16 satellite TV
channels, dropping the number to 898.

CABLE TV ACT NEW NOTIFICATION

Govt has decriminalized provisions of the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

Section 16 of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995 dealt with the punishment for
contraventions under any of its provisions. This section
had provision for imprisonment, which might extend up
to 2 years in case of the first instance and 5 years for
every subsequent offence.

With anaimto makethe Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995 more business-friendly and to boost
the investor confidence in the sector, punishments
specified under Section 16 were re-examined and were
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decriminalized through the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provision) Act, 2023.

NDTV SEES MAJOR EXITS

Sunil Saini, Senior Managing Editor of NDTV
responsible for the Hindi channel, has tendered his
resignation. Saini, who played apivotal role asthe editor
of renowned journalist Ravish Kumar, had been anintegral
part of theNDTV group for nearly 18 years.

Saini contributed to prominent
news organisations, including Aaj Tak,
Zee News, and Star News, showcasing
his extensive experience and expertise
inthe mediaindustry.

NDTV’s Consulting Editor Sanket Upadhyay has
quit. Hewas associated with NDTV for over four years.

Prior tojoining NDTV Upadhyay wasworking with
CNN News 18 as Deputy Executive Editor.

Upadhyay started hisjournalism career in 2002 with
Indo Asian News Service (IANS). He then joined the
Hindustan Timesin Jaipur asthe City Reporter and worked
there for two years.

IBDF APPEAL TO TRAI

The Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has requested the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) to re-regulate the
broadcasting sector, which is battling
dwindling paid subscriber count and
competition from DD Free Dishand OTT
platforms, according to anews report.

Top broadcasters, including
Disney Star, Sony Pictures Networks
India, Zee Entertainment and Viacom18
have pushed to end monetary restrictions
that include price caps, ceilings, discount caps and
l[imitations on bouquets for both broadcasters and
distribution platforms.

Initssubmissionto TRAI, IBDF reportedly urged
that service providers should be allowed to set prices
for their TV channels and distribution services. They
should be able to negotiate the terms and conditions
of their interconnection based on market forces, said
the report. ®
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