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jaOsao jaOsao duinayaa Bar maoM iDijaTla knvajao-Msa toja haota jaa rha hO̧

kobala TIvaI¸ Aa[-pITIvaI¸ ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr saOTolaa[T saovaa p`dataAaoM kao ek
Aama caunaaOityaaoM ka saamanaa krnaa pD, rha hO: ivainayamak jaiTlata.jabaik
]Barto baajaaraoM maoM ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI¸ sastI knaoi@TivaTI AaOr saamaga`I kI
maaMga maoM ]Cala Aa rha hO–konyaa sao kMbaaoiDyaa AaOr rajasqaana sao rvaaMDa

LICENCE TO OPERATE:
CHALLENGES ACROSS

CABLE, IPTV &
BROADBAND

Entering or expanding in the cable TV, IPTV,
broadband, or satellite space isn’t just about

infrastructure and content — it’s about mastering
complex and evolving regulatory frameworks. From

licensing norms and foreign investment caps to content
restrictions and tariff mandates, operators face a maze

of compliance challenges across geographies. This
article explores how India’s regulatory environment

compares with other emerging markets, and what
industry players need to watch for when charting their

growth strategies.

As digital convergence accelerates across the globe,
cable TV, IPTV, broadband, and satellite service providers
face a common adversary: regulatory complexity. While
demand for high-quality, affordable connectivity and content
is exploding in emerging markets — from Kenya to Cambodia
and from Rajasthan to Rwanda — the frameworks meant to
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govern these industries are often outdated, fragmented, or
politically influenced.

India, as one of the most complex and populous
media and telecom markets in the world, presents both a
case study and a cautionary tale. On one hand, it has made
strides in digitization, spectrum reform, and broadband
rollout. On the other, it has been bogged down by price
controls, overregulation, and delays in policy execution
that impact innovation and investor confidence.

This article explores the regulatory challenges
confronting new market entrants and incumbents alike
across cable TV, IPTV, broadband, and satellite sectors —
with India as the focal point and a comparative look at
other emerging markets in Asia and Africa.

CABLE TV: FRAGMENTATION, PRICE
CONTROLS, AND LEGACY LICENSING
India’s Challenge: Legacy Licenses, the TRAI Tariff
Conundrum

Cable television in India is largely governed by the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, which,
despite multiple amendments, remains insufficiently
modernized for today’s digitized, multi-screen world.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
has been at the center of the industry’s recent turmoil with
its Tariff Orders (NTO 1.0 and 2.0) that aim to bring
transparency and consumer choice. However, industry
stakeholders argue these regulations have led to:

tk–[na ]VaogaaoM kao inayaMi~t krnao ko ilae banaayao gayao Z,aMcao A@sar
puranao̧  KMiDt yaa rajanaIitk $p sao p`Baaivat haoto hOM.

duinayaa ko sabasao jaiTla AaOr sabasao AiQak AabaadI vaalao maIiDyaa
AaOr dUrsaMcaar baajaaraoM maoM sao ek Baart ek kosa sTDI AaOr caotavanaI BarI
daonaaoM khanaI p`stut krta hO.ek Aaor¸ [sanao iDijaTlaIkrNa¸ spo@T/ma
sauQaar AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD raola Aa]T maoM p`gait kI hO.dUsarI yah maUlya inayaM~Na¸
Ait ivainayamana AaOr naIit iËyaanvayana maoM dorI sao iGara huAa hO ijasaka
p`Baava navaacaar AaOr inavaoSakaoM ko ivaSvaasa pr pD,ta hO.

yah AalaoK kobala TIvaI¸ Aa[-pITIvaI¸ ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr saOTolaa[T
xao~aoM maoM nayao p`vaoSakaoM AaOr maaOjaUda kMpinayaaoM ko samaxa Aanao vaalaI ivainayaamak
caunaaOityaaoM ka pta lagaata hO–ijasamaoM Baart kao koMd` ibaMdu banaayaa gayaa hO
AaOr eiSayaa va AiÍka ko Anya ]Barto hue baajaaraoM pr tulanaa%mak najar
DalaI gayaI hO.
kobala TIvaI: ivaKMDna¸ ma Ulya inaya M~Na AaOr ivarasatkobala TIvaI: ivaKMDna¸ ma Ulya inaya M~Na AaOr ivarasatkobala TIvaI: ivaKMDna¸ ma Ulya inaya M~Na AaOr ivarasatkobala TIvaI: ivaKMDna¸ ma Ulya inaya M~Na AaOr ivarasatkobala TIvaI: ivaKMDna¸ ma Ulya inaya M~Na AaOr ivarasat
laa[sa o M isa Mgalaa[sa o M isa Mgalaa[sa o M isa Mgalaa[sa o M isa Mgalaa[sa o M isa Mga
Baart kI caunaa OtI: ivarasat laa[sao Msa¸ T/a[- kI TOirf pholaIBaart kI caunaa OtI: ivarasat laa[sao Msa¸ T/a[- kI TOirf pholaIBaart kI caunaa OtI: ivarasat laa[sao Msa¸ T/a[- kI TOirf pholaIBaart kI caunaa OtI: ivarasat laa[sao Msa¸ T/a[- kI TOirf pholaIBaart kI caunaa OtI: ivarasat laa[sao Msa¸ T/a[- kI TOirf pholaI

Baart maoM kobala TIvaI mau#ya $p sao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak-
³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama¸ 1995 Wara Saaisat hO̧  jaao k[- saMSaaoQanaaoM ko
baavajaUd¸ Aaja ko iDijaTla¸ malTI sËIna duinayaa ko ilae Apyaa-Pt $p sao
AaQauinak banaa huAa hO.

BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivainayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  Apnao TOirf
AadoSaaoM ³enaTIAao 1º0 AaOr 2º0´ ko saaqa ]Vaoga ko hailayaa ]qala
puqala ko koMd` maoM rha hO̧  ijasaka ]_oSya pardiSa-ta va ]pBaao@ta ivaklp
laanaa hO.halaaMik ihtQaarkaoM ka tk- hO ik [na ivainayamaaoM ko karNa:
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♦ ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae maUlya vaRiw ³]cca e–laa–kaTo- laagat ko
karNa´

♦ ga`ahk AaQaar maoM BaarI badlaava
♦ ibailaMga Ainavaaya-taAaoM ka Anaupalana krnao kI kaoiSaSa kr rho

emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ko ilae pircaalana Axamata
ek raYT/Iya emaesaAao ko vairYz AiQakarI khto hOM ik ‘ivainayaamak

[rado tao hOM laoikna vaastivak baajaar kI samaJa kI kmaI hO.’‘elasaIAao
jaao Baart maoM kobala ]Vaoga kI rIZ, hOM̧  kao inayaamak Z,aMcao maoM bamauiSkla hI
maanyata dI jaatI hO.’
naya o baajaara o M ma o M : Apyaa -Pt ivainayamana AaOr Anaa Opcaairktanaya o baajaara o M ma o M : Apyaa -Pt ivainayamana AaOr Anaa Opcaairktanaya o baajaara o M ma o M : Apyaa -Pt ivainayamana AaOr Anaa Opcaairktanaya o baajaara o M ma o M : Apyaa -Pt ivainayamana AaOr Anaa Opcaairktanaya o baajaara o M ma o M : Apyaa -Pt ivainayamana AaOr Anaa Opcaairkta

[sako ivaprIt¸ k[- AÍIkI AaOr dixaNa pUva- eiSayaa[- baajaar
ivaprIt samasyaa sao pIiD,t hO: Apyaa-Pt ivainayamana.naa[jaIiryaa va
[iqayaaoipyaa mao M¸ AnaaOpcaairk kobala Aa^proTr ibanaa laa[saoMsa¸ kMToMT
@yaUroSana maanakaoM yaa DoTa irpao-iTMga daiya%vaao M ko kama krto hOM.yah
ek Asamaana Kola ka maOdana banaata hO AaOr inavaoSa kao h%aao%saaiht

krta hO.
n ay a o  b a aj a ar a o M  m a o M  p ` m a uKn ay a o  b a aj a ar a o M  m a o M  p ` m a uKn ay a o  b a aj a ar a o M  m a o M  p ` m a uKn ay a o  b a aj a ar a o M  m a o M  p ` m a uKn ay a o  b a aj a ar a o M  m a o M  p ` m a uK
ivainayamak baaQaaya o M:ivainayamak baaQaaya o M:ivainayamak baaQaaya o M:ivainayamak baaQaaya o M:ivainayamak baaQaaya o M:
♦ kobala ivatrNa ko ilae
laa[saoMisaMga spYTta ka ABaava
♦ saamaga`I idSaa–inado-Saao M ka
nyaUnatma p`vat-na
♦ iDijaTla Apga`oD ko ilae
kao[- p`ao%saahna nahIM ³]dahrNa ko
ilae saoT Ta^p baa^@sa saibsaDI´

@yaa AavaSyak hO:@yaa AavaSyak hO:@yaa AavaSyak hO:@yaa AavaSyak hO:@yaa AavaSyak hO:
♦ Baart mao M: enaTIAao Z,aMcao ka sarlaIkrNa¸ elasaIAao kao

AaOpcairk saMsqaaAaoM ko $p maoM maanyata¸ AaOr ek AaQauinak
kobala AiQainayama

♦ nayao baajaaraoM maoM: bauinayaadI laa[saoMisaMga maanak¸ eMTI payarosaI p`va-<ana
AaOr iDijaTla maa[gaòSana raoDmaOp.

Aa[-pITIvaI: ga ` o jaa ona AaOr knvajD- Aaovarsaa[T ca unaa Oityaa MAa[-pITIvaI: ga ` o jaa ona AaOr knvajD- Aaovarsaa[T ca unaa Oityaa MAa[-pITIvaI: ga ` o jaa ona AaOr knvajD- Aaovarsaa[T ca unaa Oityaa MAa[-pITIvaI: ga ` o jaa ona AaOr knvajD- Aaovarsaa[T ca unaa Oityaa MAa[-pITIvaI: ga ` o jaa ona AaOr knvajD- Aaovarsaa[T ca unaa Oityaa M

Baart kI caunaaOtI: ivainayamak AspYTta AaOr laa[sao MisaMga SaUnyaBaart kI caunaaOtI: ivainayamak AspYTta AaOr laa[sao MisaMga SaUnyaBaart kI caunaaOtI: ivainayamak AspYTta AaOr laa[sao MisaMga SaUnyaBaart kI caunaaOtI: ivainayamak AspYTta AaOr laa[sao MisaMga SaUnyaBaart kI caunaaOtI: ivainayamak AspYTta AaOr laa[sao MisaMga SaUnya
Aa[-pITIvaI¸ halaMik tknaIkI $p sao Baart maoM 2006 sao hI

caalaU hO̧  ifr BaI [samaoM spYT ivainayaamak phcaana ka ABaava hO.p`itbaMQa
Aa[-pI naoTvak- ³jaOsao baIesaenaela AaOr emaTIenaela´ pr Aa[-pITIvaI
saovaayaoM donao vaalao Aa^proTraoM kao dUrsaMcaar laa[saoMsa kI AavaSyakta haotI
hO.halaaMik¸ ha[iba`D saoT Ta^p baa^@sa AaOr AaoTITI ekIkRt laIinayar
fID ko ]dya nao ek ivainayamak gaò jaaona banaayaa hO.

♦ Price increases for consumers (due to higher a-la-
carte costs)

♦ Massive churn in subscriber bases
♦ Operational inefficiencies for MSOs and LCOs trying

to comply with billing mandates
“There is regulatory intent, but a lack of real market

understanding,” says a senior executive at a national MSO.
“The LCO, who is the backbone of the cable industry in
India, is barely acknowledged in the regulatory framework.”

IN NEW MARKETS: UNDER-REGULATION AND
INFORMALITY

In contrast, many African and Southeast Asian
markets suffer from the opposite problem: under-regulation.
In Nigeria and Ethiopia, informal cable operators operate
without licenses, content curation standards, or data
reporting obligations. This creates an uneven playing field
and discourages investment.
Key Regulatory Hurdles in
New Markets:

♦ Absence of licensing
clarity for cable
distribution

♦ Minimal enforcement
of content guidelines

♦ No incentives for
digital upgrades (e.g.,
set-top box
subsidies)

What’s Needed:
♦ In India: Simplification of the NTO framework,

recognition of LCOs as formal entities, and a modern
Cable Act.

♦ In new markets: Basic licensing standards, anti-
piracy enforcement, and digital migration roadmaps.

IPTV: GREY ZONES AND CONVERGED
OVERSIGHT CHALLENGES
India’s Challenge: Regulatory Ambiguity & Licensing
Vacuum

IPTV, though technically operational in India since
2006, still lacks a clear regulatory identity. Operators offering
IPTV services over managed IP networks (like BSNL and
MTNL) require telecom licenses. However, the rise of hybrid
set-top boxes and OTT-integrated linear feeds has created
a regulatory grey zone.



35 SATELLITE & CABLE TV JUNE 2025

MEDIA FOCUS

♦ Are IPTV providers broadcasters or telecom
operators?

♦ Should IPTV offerings fall under TRAI, the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting (MIB), or MeitY?

♦ What rules apply to local OTT content bundled via
IPTV?
These questions remain unanswered, leading to

cautious expansion by potential players. The lack of a
converged media-telecom policy has led to turf battles
between regulators and confusion for investors.

“Today, we are in a strange place where IPTV is
regulated by the DoT as telecom, but the content is
governed by the MIB, while pricing and QoS are guided by
TRAI,” says a policy advisor to a private ISP.

IN NEW MARKETS: REGULATORY BLIND
SPOTS OR TELCO DOMINANCE

In countries like Vietnam or Kenya, IPTV is treated
as an extension of telecom licenses, giving large telcos a
regulatory edge. Smaller content-focused players are unable
to enter due to high compliance costs and lack of
infrastructure control.
Key Regulatory Hurdles in IPTV:

♦ India: Absence of a unified policy for IP-based TV
distribution

♦ Emerging markets: Telecom bias, content censorship,
lack of content carriage norms

Recommendations:
♦ India must implement a National Converged Digital

Media Framework to define roles, licensing, and
oversight of IPTV and hybrid services.

♦ Emerging markets must introduce OTT-neutral
licensing models to level the field.

BROADBAND: SPECTRUM, ROW, AND PRICE-
FOCUSED REGULATIONS
India’s Challenge: Right of Way (RoW) Chaos and
Licensing Red Tape

Despite India’s vision to digitally empower every
citizen, the last-mile broadband rollout remains hampered
by state-level Right of Way (RoW) inconsistencies. While
the central government has issued model guidelines, states
and municipalities continue to impose:

♦ Excessive RoW fees for laying fiber
♦ Delays in approvals for new broadband

infrastructure

♦ @yaa Aa[-pITIvaI p`data p`saark hOM yaa dUrsaMcaar Aa^proTr.
♦ @yaa Aa[-pITIvaI poSakSaoM T/a[-̧  saUcanaa va p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-

baI´ yaa ko AMtga-t haonaI caaiheÆ
♦ Aa[-pITIvaI ko maaQyama sao baMDla ikyao gayao sqaanaIya AaoTITI kMToMT

pr kaOna sao inayama laagaU haoto hOMÆ
yao savaala Anau<airt rh gayao hOM̧  ijasako karNa saMBaaivat iKlaaD,I

satk-tapUva-k ivastar kr rho hOM.maIiDyaa dUrsaMcaar naIit ko ABaava ko
karNa ivainayaamakaoM ko baIca AapsaI laD,a[- AaOr inavaoSakaoM ko ilae Ba`ma kI
isqait pOda hao gayaI hO.

ek inajaI Aa[-esapI ko ko Anausaar ‘Aaja hma ek AjaIba
isqait maoM hOM̧  jahaM Aa[-pITIvaI kao dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga Wara dUrsaMcaar ko $p
maoM ivainayaimat ikyaa jaata hO laoikna saamaga`I emaAa[-baI Wara inayaMi`t haotI
hO̧  jabaik maUlya inaQaa-rNa AaOr gauNava<aa saovaa T/a[- Wara inado-iSat haotI hO.’
nayao baajaarao M ma o M: ivainayaamak AMQao Qabbao yaa Tolkao ka p`Bau%vanaya o baajaarao M ma o M: ivainayaamak AMQao Qabbao yaa Tolkao ka p`Bau%vanaya o baajaarao M ma o M: ivainayaamak AMQao Qabbao yaa Tolkao ka p`Bau%vanaya o baajaarao M ma o M: ivainayaamak AMQao Qabbao yaa Tolkao ka p`Bau%vanaya o baajaarao M ma o M: ivainayaamak AMQao Qabbao yaa Tolkao ka p`Bau%va

ivayatnaama yaa konyaa jaOsao doSaaoM maoM Aa[-pITIvaI kao dUrsaMcaar laa[saoMsa
ko ivastar ko $p maoM maanaa jaata hO̧  ijasasao baD,I TolaIka^ma kMpinayaaMo kao
ivainayaamak baZ,t imalatI hO.]cca Anaupalana laagat AaOr bauinayaadI Z,aMcao
ko inayaM~Na kI kmaI ko karNa CaoTI saamaga`I koMid`t kMpinayaaM p`vaoSa krnao maoM
Asamaqa- hOM.
Aa[-pITIvaI ma o M p`ma uK ivainayaamak baaQaaya o M:Aa[-pITIvaI ma o M p`ma uK ivainayaamak baaQaaya o M:Aa[-pITIvaI ma o M p`ma uK ivainayaamak baaQaaya o M:Aa[-pITIvaI ma o M p`ma uK ivainayaamak baaQaaya o M:Aa[-pITIvaI ma o M p`ma uK ivainayaamak baaQaaya o M:

♦ Baart: Aa[-pI AaQaairt TIvaI ivatrNa ko ilae ekIkRt naIit
ka ABaava

♦ ]Barto baajaar: dUrsaMcaar pUvaa-ga`h¸ saamaga`I saoMsariSap¸ saamaga`I kOirja
maanadMDaoM kI kmaI

isafairSa o M:isafairSa o M:isafairSa o M:isafairSa o M:isafairSa o M:
♦ Baart kao Aa[-pITIvaI AaOr ha[ibàD saovaaAaoM kI BaUimaka¸ laa[saoMisaMga

AaOr inagaranaI kao pirBaaiYat krnao ko ilae ek raYT/Iya ekIkRt
iDijaTla maIiDyaa Íomavak- laagaU krnaa caaihe.

♦ ]Barto baajaaraoM maoM eksamaana Avasar ko ilae AaoTITI tTsqa
laa[saoMisaMga maa^Dla poSa krnaa caaihe.

ba`a ^Dba O MD : spo@T/ma¸ AarAaoDblaU AaOr ma Ulya ko Mid`t ivainayamanaba `a ^Dba O MD : spo@T/ma¸ AarAaoDblaU AaOr ma Ulya ko Mid`t ivainayamanaba `a ^Dba O MD : spo@T/ma¸ AarAaoDblaU AaOr ma Ulya ko Mid`t ivainayamanaba `a ^Dba O MD : spo@T/ma¸ AarAaoDblaU AaOr ma Ulya ko Mid`t ivainayamanaba `a ^Dba O MD : spo@T/ma¸ AarAaoDblaU AaOr ma Ulya ko Mid`t ivainayamana

Baart kI ca unaa OtI: ra[T Aa^f va o ³AarAaoDbla U´ ArajaktaBaart kI ca unaa OtI: ra[T Aa^f va o ³AarAaoDbla U´ ArajaktaBaart kI ca unaa OtI: ra[T Aa^f va o ³AarAaoDbla U´ ArajaktaBaart kI ca unaa OtI: ra[T Aa^f va o ³AarAaoDbla U´ ArajaktaBaart kI ca unaa OtI: ra[T Aa^f va o ³AarAaoDbla U´ Arajakta
AaOr laa[sa o M isa Mga laalafItaSaahIAaOr laa[sa o M isa Mga laalafItaSaahIAaOr laa[sa o M isa Mga laalafItaSaahIAaOr laa[sa o M isa Mga laalafItaSaahIAaOr laa[sa o M isa Mga laalafItaSaahI

Baart ko hr naagairk kao iDijaTla $p sao saSa@t banaanao ko
dRiYTkaoNa ko baavajaUd¸ rajyastrIya ra[T Aâf vao ³AarAaoDblaÚ  ivasaMgaityaaoM
ko karNa AMitma maIla ba`a^DbaOMD raolaAa]T baaiQat hO.jabaik koMd` sarkar
nao maa^Dla idSaa–inado-Sa jaarI ikyao hOM̧  rajya AaOr nagarpailakayaoM inamnailaiKt
laagaU krnaa jaarI rKtI hOM:

♦ fa[bar ibaCanao ko ilae A%yaiQak AarAaoDblaU Saulk

♦ nayao ba`a^DbaOMD bauinayaadI Z,aMcao ko ilae Anaumaaodna maoM dorI
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♦ Arbitrary rules based on real estate interests or
political influence
Further, UL-VNO (Unified License – Virtual Network

Operator) policy has not been simplified enough to attract
smaller ISPs and franchisees, leaving the market to a handful
of big players.

“We’ve had RoW applications pending for six
months in some cities. Meanwhile, a private builder lays
his own cable overnight,” complains the CEO of a mid-
sized ISP in Gujarat.

IN NEW MARKETS: MONOPOLY RISKS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE GAPS

In several African markets, government-owned
telcos like Ethiopia Telecom or Cameroon Telecom control
national broadband networks, creating a monopoly or
duopoly market. Lack of neutral infrastructure and spectrum
allocation delays further
stall broadband access.
Key Challenges:

♦ India: Complex
RoW clearance,
fragmented local
approvals, limited
license innovation

♦ Africa/Southeast
Asia: National
telco monopolies,
u n d e r u t i l i z e d
spectrum, low fiber
density

What’s Needed:
♦ In India: Single-window digital RoW clearance,

faster VNO licensing, common ducting policies
♦ Elsewhere: Independent regulators, fair spectrum

auctions, open access fiber policy

SATELLITE: REGULATORY DELAY, FOREIGN
OWNERSHIP RESTRICTIONS, AND ORBITAL
CLUTTER
India’s Challenge: Policy Paralysis in a Growing
Sector

India’s satellite communications industry, especially
in broadcasting and rural broadband, is hamstrung by
outdated licensing models and slow spectrum allocation
processes. For satellite broadband (e.g., from OneWeb or
Starlink), there are multiple approval layers involving:

♦ iryala esToT ihtaoM yaa rajanaIitk p`Baava ko AaQaar pr manamaanao
inayama.
[sako Alaavaa yaUela vaIenaAao ³yaUinafa[D laa[saoMsa–vacau-Ala naoTvak-

Aa^proTr´ naIit kao CaoTo Aa[-esapI AaOr ÍOMcaa[jaI kao AakiYa-t krnao ko
ilae pyaa-Pt $p sao sarla nahIM banaayaa gayaa hO̧  ijasasao baajaar mauT\zIBar baD,o
iKlaaiD,yaaoM ko haaqa maoM calaa gayaa hO.

gaujarat maoM ek maQyama Aakar ko Aa[-esapI ko saI[-Aao nao iSakayat
kI¸ ‘kuC SahraoM maoM hmaaro pasa Ch mahInao sao AarAaoDblaU Aavaodna laMibat
hO.[sa baIca ek inajaI ibalDr nao rataoM rat Apnaa kobala ibaCa idyaa.
naya o baajaara o M ma o M: ekaiQakar jaa oiKma AaOr ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o ma o Mnaya o baajaara o M ma o M: ekaiQakar jaa oiKma AaOr ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o ma o Mnaya o baajaara o M ma o M: ekaiQakar jaa oiKma AaOr ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o ma o Mnaya o baajaara o M ma o M: ekaiQakar jaa oiKma AaOr ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o ma o Mnaya o baajaara o M ma o M: ekaiQakar jaa oiKma AaOr ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o ma o M
A MtrAMtrAMtrAMtrAMtr

k[- AÍIkI baajaaraoM maoM̧  [iqayaaoipyaa TolaIka^ma yaa kOma$na TolaIka^ma
jaOsaI sarkarI svaaima%va vaalaI dUrsaMcaar kMpinayaaM raYT/Iya ba`a^DbaOMD naoTvak- kao
inayaMi~t krtI hOM̧  ijasasao ekaiQakar yaa iW–AiQakar baajaar banata

hO.tTsqa bauinayaadI ZaMcao AaOr
spo@T/ma AavaMTna maoM dorI ko karNa
ba`a^DbaOMD e@saosa maoM baaQaa AatI hO.
p`ma uK ca unaa Oityaa Mp`ma uK ca unaa Oityaa Mp`ma uK ca unaa Oityaa Mp`ma uK ca unaa Oityaa Mp`ma uK ca unaa Oityaa M
♦ Baart: Baart: Baart: Baart: Baart: jaiTla AarAaoDblaU
maMjaUrI¸ KMiDt sqaanaIya Anaumaaodna¸
saIimat laa[saoMsa navaacaar
♦ AÍIkaÀeiSayaa:AÍIkaÀeiSayaa:AÍIkaÀeiSayaa:AÍIkaÀeiSayaa:AÍIkaÀeiSayaa: raYT/Iya
dUrsaMcaar ekaiQakar¸ kma ]pyaaoga
ikyaa jaanao vaala spo@T/ma¸ kma
fa[bar Gana%va
@yaa caa ihe:@yaa caa ihe:@yaa caa ihe:@yaa caa ihe:@yaa caa ihe:
♦ Baart ma o M:Baart ma o M:Baart ma o M:Baart ma o M:Baart ma o M: isa Mgala iva MDa o

iDijaTla AarAaoDblaU @laIyaroMsa¸ toja vaIenaAao laa[saoMisaMga¸ saamaanya
Di@TMga naIityaaM

♦ Anya~:Anya~:Anya~:Anya~:Anya~: svatM~ ivainayaamak¸ inaYpxa spo@T/ma naIlaamaI¸ Aaopna
e@saosa fa[bar naIit

sa OT olaa[T: ivainayaamak dorI¸ ivad oSa svaaima%va p ` itba MQa Aa Orsa OT olaa[T: ivainayaamak dorI¸ ivad oSa svaaima%va p ` itba MQa Aa Orsa OT olaa[T: ivainayaamak dorI¸ ivad oSa svaaima%va p ` itba MQa Aa Orsa OT olaa[T: ivainayaamak dorI¸ ivad oSa svaaima%va p ` itba MQa Aa Orsa OT olaa[T: ivainayaamak dorI¸ ivad oSa svaaima%va p ` itba MQa Aa Or
kxaIya AvyavasqaakxaIya AvyavasqaakxaIya AvyavasqaakxaIya AvyavasqaakxaIya Avyavasqaa
Baart kI caunaa OtI:baZ,to xa o~ ma o M naIit inaiYËyataBaart kI caunaa OtI:baZ,to xa o~ ma o M naIit inaiYËyataBaart kI caunaa OtI:baZ,to xa o~ ma o M naIit inaiYËyataBaart kI caunaa OtI:baZ,to xa o~ ma o M naIit inaiYËyataBaart kI caunaa OtI:baZ,to xa o~ ma o M naIit inaiYËyata

Baart ka saOTolaa[T saMcaar ]Vaoga¸ ivaSaoYa $p sao p`saarNa
AaOr ga`amaINa ba`a^DbaOMD mao M¸ puranao laa[saoMisaMga maa^Dla AaOr QaImaI spo@T/ma
AavaMTna p`iËyaaAaoM ko karNa baaiQat hO.saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD ³jaOsao
vanavaoba yaa sTarilaMk sao´ ko ilae¸ k[- Anaumaaodna prto hOM¸ ijanamao M
Saaimala hO:



37 SATELLITE & CABLE TV JUNE 2025

MEDIA FOCUS

♦ Department of Space (DoS)
♦ Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
♦ IN-SPACe
♦ Wireless Planning and Coordination (WPC) wing

Furthermore, India still restricts foreign direct
investment (FDI) in satellite operations, limiting the entry
of global players and investments in Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
services.

“Even after the new SpaceCom policy, there’s no
clarity on how Ku- or Ka-band usage for broadband will be
priced or coordinated,” notes a consultant to a satellite ISP
project.

IN NEW MARKETS: OPEN POLICIES, POOR
ENFORCEMENT

On the flip side, African countries like Nigeria and
South Africa have opened up to satellite providers but lack
robust spectrum management, leading to frequency clashes,
duplication, and signal degradation.
Regulatory Barriers:

♦ India: Multi-agency licensing, FDI restrictions, lack
of commercial satellite spectrum auction

♦ Others: Weak spectrum planning, security-driven
content filtering, lack of user guidelines

Recommended Fixes:
♦ India: Launch a Single Satellite Licensing Window,

liberalize FDI norms, and clearly define auction/lease
models for LEO operators.

♦ Other markets: Build institutional capacity in
spectrum regulation and orbital coordination.

♦ AMtirxa ivaBaaga ³DIAaoesa´
♦ dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´
♦ IN-SPACe
♦ vaayarlaOsa yaaojanaa AaOr samanvaya ³DblaUpIsaI´ ivaMga

[sako Alaavaa Baart ABaI BaI saOTolaa[T saMcaalana maoM p`%yaxa
ivadoSaI inavaoSa ³efDIAa[-́  kao p`itbaMiQat krta hO̧  ijasasao vaOiSvak
iKlaaiD,yaaoM ka p`vaoSa AaOr laao Aqa- Aa^iba-T ³ela[-Aaó  saovaaAaoM maoM inavaoSa
saIimat hao jaata hO.

saOTolaa[T Aa[-esapI ko ek salaahkar ko mautaibak ‘nayaI sposakâma
naIit ko baad BaI¸ ba`a^DbaOMD ko ilae kU yaa ka baOMD ko ]pyaaoga kI kImat
yaa samanvaya kOsao ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ [sa pr kao[- spYTta nahIM hO.’
naya o baajaara o M ma o M: KulaI naIityaa M¸ Kraba p`vat-nanaya o baajaara o M ma o M: KulaI naIityaa M¸ Kraba p`vat-nanaya o baajaara o M ma o M: KulaI naIityaa M¸ Kraba p`vat-nanaya o baajaara o M ma o M: KulaI naIityaa M¸ Kraba p`vat-nanaya o baajaara o M ma o M: KulaI naIityaa M¸ Kraba p`vat-na

dUsarI Aaor¸ naa[jaIiryaa AaOr dixaNa AiÍka jaOsao AÍIkI doSaaoM
nao saOTolaa[T p`dataAaoM ko ilae Apnao drvaajao Kaola idyao hOM̧  laoikna
]nako pasa majabaUt spo@T/ma p`baMQana kI kmaI hO̧  ijasako karNa ÍI@vaoMsaI
Tkrava¸ daohrava AaOr isaganala igaravaT haotI hO.
inayaamak baaQaaya o M:inayaamak baaQaaya o M:inayaamak baaQaaya o M:inayaamak baaQaaya o M:inayaamak baaQaaya o M:

♦ Baart:Baart:Baart:Baart:Baart: bahu–ejaoMsaI laa[saoMisaMga¸ efDIAa[- p`itbaMQa¸ vaaiNaijyak
saOTolaa[T spo@T/ma naIlaamaI kI kmaI

♦ Anya:Anya:Anya:Anya:Anya: kmajaaor spo@T/ma yaaojanaa¸ saurxaa saMcaailat saamagàI iflTirMga¸
]pyaaogakta- idSaa inado-SaaoM kI kmaI

Ana usa M iSat samaaQaana:Ana usa M iSat samaaQaana:Ana usa M iSat samaaQaana:Ana usa M iSat samaaQaana:Ana usa M iSat samaaQaana:
♦ Baart:Baart:Baart:Baart:Baart: ekla saOTolaa[T laa[saoMisaMga ivaMDao Sau$ krnaa¸ efDIAa[-

maanadMDaoM kao ]dar banaanaa AaOr ela[-Aao Aa^proTraoM ko ilae
naIlaamaIÀlaIja maa^Dla kao spYT $p sao pirBaaiYat krnaa

♦ Anya baajaar:Anya baajaar:Anya baajaar:Anya baajaar:Anya baajaar: spo@T/ma ivainayamana AaOr kxaIya samanvaya maoM
saMsqaagat xamata ka inamaa-Na krnaa
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CROSS-CUTTING REGULATORY THEMES
Overlap Between Ministries and Regulators

In India, the interplay between TRAI, DoT, MeitY,
and MIB often causes overlapping mandates and conflicting
rules. Similar bureaucratic overlaps exist in countries like
Indonesia or Egypt, where media, telecom, and technology
laws are managed by different ministries.

♦ Solution: Converged regulatory authorities with
cross-domain jurisdiction — a model successfully
tested in the UK’s Ofcom or Singapore’s IMDA.

LACK OF PREDICTABLE POLICY ROADMAPS
Investors in both India and new markets cite the

absence of clear 5-year regulatory roadmaps as a reason for
delayed entry. Sudden policy shifts — like tariff order
changes, price controls, or spectrum reservation — disrupt
planning.

♦ Solution: Establish multi-stakeholder regulatory
sandboxes and consultation frameworks to allow real-
world testing before rollout.

PRICE CONTROLS VS MARKET FREEDOM
Regulators in India have tried to keep content and

broadband affordable, but price caps (e.g., Rs130 NCF for
cable, Rs199 broadband base packs) can inhibit innovation
and investment.

In contrast, fully deregulated markets like the
Philippines have seen price spikes and lack of universal
access.

♦ Solution: Introduce flexible pricing within
affordability bands and allow operators to offer
performance-based tiering.

CONCLUSION: THE PATH FORWARD
India, and many emerging markets, stand at a

unique crossroads — caught between the need to
democratize access and the urge to control costs and
content. Regulatory bodies must adapt to the realities of
digital convergence, platform hybridity, and cross-border
service delivery.

Whether it’s a cable operator in Patna, an IPTV
startup in Nairobi, or a satellite broadband provider in
Manila, what they all need is clarity, consistency, and
cooperation from regulators. A modern, consultative,
tech-neutral regulatory framework is no longer optional
— it is essential for the inclusive digital growth of
tomorrow.

Ëa^sa kiTMga ivainayaamak ivaYayaËa^sa kiTMga ivainayaamak ivaYayaËa^sa kiTMga ivainayaamak ivaYayaËa^sa kiTMga ivainayaamak ivaYayaËa^sa kiTMga ivainayaamak ivaYaya
ma M~alayaa o M AaOr ivainayaamakao M ko baIca AaovarlaOpma M~alayaa o M AaOr ivainayaamakao M ko baIca AaovarlaOpma M~alayaa o M AaOr ivainayaamakao M ko baIca AaovarlaOpma M~alayaa o M AaOr ivainayaamakao M ko baIca AaovarlaOpma M~alayaa o M AaOr ivainayaamakao M ko baIca AaovarlaOp

Baart maoM T/a[-̧  Da^T¸ MeitY¸ AaOr emaAa[-baI ko baIca prspr
iËyaa A@sar AaovarlaOipMga janaadoSa AaOr prspr ivaraoQaI inayamaaoM ka karNa
banatI hO.[MDaonaoiSayaa yaa imasa` jaOsao doSaaoM maoM BaI [saI trh kI naaOkarSaahI
AaovarlaOp maaOjaUd hO̧  jahaM maIiDyaa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`aOVaoigakI kanaUnaaoM ka
p`baMQa Alaga–Alaga maM~alayaaoM Wara ikyaa jaata hO.

♦ samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana: Ëa^sa Daomaona xao~aiQakar vaalao ekIkRt ivainayaamak
p`aiQakrNa–ek maa^Dla ijasaka saflatapUva-k yaUko ko Aa^fka^ma
yaa isaMgaapur ko Aa[-emaDIe maoM prIxaNa ikyaa gayaa hO.

puvaa -na umaainat naIit ra oDma Op ka ABaavapuvaa -na umaainat naIit ra oDma Op ka ABaavapuvaa -na umaainat naIit ra oDma Op ka ABaavapuvaa -na umaainat naIit ra oDma Op ka ABaavapuvaa -na umaainat naIit ra oDma Op ka ABaava
Baart AaOr nayao baajaaraoM maoM inavaoSak dorI sao p`vaoSa ko ilae spYT 5

vaiYa-ya ivainayaamak raoDmaOp kI Anaupisqait ka hvaalaa doto hOM.Acaanak
naIitgat badlaava–jaOsao TOirf AaD-r maoM badlaava¸ maUlya inayaM~Na yaa spo@T/ma
AarxaNa –yaaojanaa kao baaiQat krto hOM.

♦♦♦♦♦ samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana:samaaQaana: raolaAa]T sao phlao vaastivak duinayaa maoM prIxaNa kI
Anaumait donao ko ilae bahu–ihtQaark ivainayaamak saOMDbaa^@sa AaOr
pramaSa- ZaMcao sqaaipt kroM.

ma Ulya inaya M~Na banaama baajaar svatM~tama Ulya inaya M~Na banaama baajaar svatM~tama Ulya inaya M~Na banaama baajaar svatM~tama Ulya inaya M~Na banaama baajaar svatM~tama Ulya inaya M~Na banaama baajaar svatM~ta
Baart maoM ivainayaamakaoM nao saamaga`I AaOr baa^DbaOMD kao ikfaayatI rKnao

kI kaoiSaSa kI hO̧  laoikna maUlya saImaa ³jaOsao kobala ko ilae 130 Épyao
enasaIef¸ 199 Épyao ba`a^DbaOMD baosa pOk´ navaacaar AaOr inavaoSa kao baaiQat
kr saktI hO.

[sako ivaprIt iflaIipMsa jaOsaI pUrI trh sao ivainayaMi~t baajaaraoM maoM
]Cala AaOr saava-BaaOimak phuMca kI kmaI doKI gayaI hO.

♦ samaaQaana: samaaQaana: samaaQaana: samaaQaana: samaaQaana: ApoxaakRt sasto baOMD ko BaItr lacaIlao maUlya inaQaa-rNa
kI Sau$Aat kroM AaOr Aa^proTraoM kao p`dSa-na AaQaairt iTyairMga
kI poSakSa krnao kI Anaumait doM.

inaYkYa -: Aaga o kI rahinaYkYa -: Aaga o kI rahinaYkYa -: Aaga o kI rahinaYkYa -: Aaga o kI rahinaYkYa -: Aaga o kI rah
Baart AaOr k[- ]Barto baajaar ek AnaaoKo caaOraho pr KD,o hOM–

phuMca kao laaoktaMi~k banaanao kI ja$rt AaOr laagat AaOr saamaga`I kao
inayaMi~t krnao kI [cCa ko baIca fMsao hue hOM.ivainayamak inakayaaoM kao
iDijaTla knvaja-na¸ PlaoTfa^ma- ha[iba`iDTI AaOr Ëa^sa baaD-r saovaa ivatrNa
kI vaastivaktaAaoM ko AnaukUla haonaa caaihe.

caaho vah pTnaa mao M kobala Aa^proTr hao¸ naOraobaI mao M Aa[-
pITIvaI sTaT-Ap hao yaa manaIlaa mao M saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD p`data hao¸ [na
saBaI kao inayaamakaoM sao spYTta¸ isqarta AaOr sahyaaoga kI AavaSyakta
hO.ek AaQauinak¸ pramaSaI-¸ tknaIk tTsqa inayaamak Z,aMcaa Aba
vaOkilpk nahIM hO–yah kla ko samaavaoSaI iDijaTla ivakasa ko ilae
AavaSyak hO.




