PRASAR BHARATI TO INVITE BIDS
FOR D2M MODEL TRIALS
Prasar Bharati will invite bids from tech companies

within a year for large-scale testing of the
Direct-to-Mobile (D2M) business model.
CEO Gaurav Dwivedi has stated that the
goal is to assess the model's viability, with
testing expected to span 3-5 years. The
initial rollout will cover 19 cities. Earlier this
year, Dwivedi highlighted Prasar Bharati’s .
increasing focus on digital content due to
changing consumption habits.

JIOHOTSTAR SURPASSES 100 MILLION
SUBSCRIBERS

JioHotstar has surpassed 100 million subscribers,
marking a milestone in India’s streaming
landscape. Kiran Mani, CEO — Digital,
JioStar, attributed the success to the
platform’s free-viewing proposition,
strategic pricing, and telecom partnerships.
JioHotstar has also redefined sports
streaming with ultra-HD 4K quality and Al-
driven insights while expanding its live
event offerings beyond sports.

INDIANS SPENT 10.6 BILLION HOURS ON
NEWS APPS IN 2024

Comscore Comscore data reveals that Indian users
spent 10.6 billion hours on
news sites and apps in 2024,
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platforms dominated digital

consumption, with 500 million

users on apps and 400 million on mobile web. CTV
audiences grew by 21%, reaching 96 million, and 40% of
digital users showed an affinity for YouTube.

KERALA CYBER POLICE ARREST TWO IN
MAJOR PIRACY CRACKDOWN

Two individuals have been arrested in Kerala for
operating websites that illegally streamed copyrighted
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content. The arrests follow a complaint by Star India against
Neeplay.com, which reportedly had 2.5 million monthly
visitors. The website illegally streamed content from major
broadcasters such as Star Sports, Sky Sports, and Sony.
Investigations also uncovered links to a prior piracy site
called Mhdworld.

ONLY 4% OF OTT SHOWS SUCCEED
AMIDST INDUSTRY CREATIVITY CRUNCH

An industry report indicates that just 4% of OTT
shows achieved success in 2023.
Experts blame the crisis on repetitive
content, lack of innovation, and
imbalanced budget allocations.

Industry veteran Sukesh Motwani ' “Efsngp+ hotstar

stressed that streaming platforms are
playing it safe with crime thrillers,
overlooking fresh narratives. The
stagnant subscriber growth and lack
of profitability are prompting platforms to cut costs
aggressively.

ABHISHEIK JOSHI LEAVES SHEMAROOME

Abhisheik Joshi has stepped down as Head of
ShemarooMe after a two-year tenure. Under his leadership,
ShemarooMe expanded its presence in both SVoD and AVoD
segments. Joshi previously held leadership roles at MX
Player, Sony Pictures Networks India, and Zenga Media,
contributing to digital and subscription-driven business
models.

APPLE TV+ NOW AVAILABLE AS PRIME
VIDEO ADD-ON IN INDIA

Prime Video Adds Apple TV+as
an Add-On Subscription in India Prime
Video users in India can now subscribe
to Apple TV+ as an add-on for INR 99
per month. The service grants access to
popular Apple Originals such as The
Morning Show, Severance, and Silo.
Kelly Day, VP of International at Prime
Video, and Eddy Cue, Apple’s SVP of Services, highlighted
the move as part of their broader strategy to enhance
content accessibility for Indian audiences.®
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