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DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION (DTT)
Q: How is Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) and the

Emergence of Direct-to-Mobile (D2M) going to change the
dynamics of the broadcast ecosystem??

Krishnan Iyer,
Broadcast Consultant, Chennai

Ans.: Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) emerged as a more
efficient and flexible platform. More recently, a homegrown
innovation—Direct-to-Mobile (D2M)—has gained
attention. D2M allows smartphone users to watch live TV
channels and content without relying on mobile data or
internet connectivity, eliminating buffering issues.

Despite these benefits, the rollout of DTT and D2M
in India has been slow and fragmented. Experts recommend
phased implementation of DTT, with clear analog switch-
off timelines across states and regions, robust encryption
technologies, and viewership tracking systems. There is
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also growing consensus that private players should be
allowed to participate in DTT, currently a Prasar Bharati
monopoly, as recommended by TRAI. This would enable
consumers to access more channels beyond DD offerings.

The introduction of D2M has raised concerns
among Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) and the cable TV
industry:

D2M competes directly with TSPs and may not
alleviate network congestion, as originally intended.

The free spectrum allocation by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) gives D2M providers
an unfair advantage over licensed TSPs and MSOs.

The cable
industry, which
operates under a
strict regulatory
and  licensing
framework, could
be adversely
impacted.

The 526-—
582 MHz band,
being considered
for D2M, holds
strong potential for
mobile coverage,
especially in rural
and indoor areas. It
is argued that such
spectrum should be auctioned fairly, maintaining a “same
service, same rules” principle to avoid regulatory arbitrage.

Moreover, critics note that DTT is on the decline
globally—being replaced by IPTV, digital cable, and OTT
platforms—and question the rationale for reviving it in
India, especially given the lack of a seeded decoder market.

Technologies like DTT or D2M offer cost-effective
and scalable solutions to reach these underserved "TV-
dark" homes—particularly in densely populated and rural
areas—for educational content, entertainment, and
emergency alerts.

Adopting a hybrid approach, where satellite and
terrestrial broadcasting coexist, could maximize coverage
and optimize spectrum utilization. Establishing a dedicated
national terrestrial broadcast infrastructure, incorporating
modern technology and inclusive policies, would help bridge
the digital divide and enhance India's media ecosystem.H
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