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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956
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Da^yaro@T–TU–maaobaa[la ³DI2ema´ nao Qyaana AakiYa-t ikyaa hO.DI2ema
smaaT-faona ]pyaaogakta-AaoM kao maaobaa[la DoTa yaa [MTrnaoT knaoi@TivaTI pr
inaBa-r ikyao ibanaa laa[va TIvaI caOnala AaOr saamaga`I doKnao kI Anaumait dota
hO̧  ijasasao bafirMga kI samasyaayaoM samaaPt hao jaatI hOM.[na laaBaaoM ko baavajaUd
Baart maoM DITITI AaOr DI2ema ka raolaAa]T QaImaa AaOr KMiDt rha
hO.ivaSaoYa& rajyaaoM AaOr xao~aoM maoM spYT enaalaa^ga isvaca Aa^f Ta[malaa[na¸
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DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION (DTT)
Q: How is Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) and the
Emergence of Direct-to-Mobile (D2M) going to change the
dynamics of the broadcast ecosystem??

           Krishnan Iyer,
Broadcast Consultant, Chennai

Ans.: Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) emerged as a more
efficient and flexible platform. More recently, a homegrown
innovation—Direct-to-Mobile (D2M)—has gained
attention. D2M allows smartphone users to watch live TV
channels and content without relying on mobile data or
internet connectivity, eliminating buffering issues.

Despite these benefits, the rollout of DTT and D2M
in India has been slow and fragmented. Experts recommend
phased implementation of DTT, with clear analog switch-
off timelines across states and regions, robust encryption
technologies, and viewership tracking systems. There is
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bana rhI hO ik inajaI iKlaaiD,yaaoM kao DITITI maoM Baaga laonao kI Anaumait dI
jaanaI caaihe¸ jaao vat-maana maoM p`saar BaartI ka ekaiQakar hO̧  jaOsaa ik
T/a[- nao sauJaayaa hO.[sasao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao DIDI kI poSakSa sao pro AaOr
AiQak caOnala tk phuMca banaanao maoM madd imalaogaI.

DI2ema kI Sau$Aat nao dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM ³TIesapI´ AaOr
kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko baIca icaMta baZ,a dI hO.

DI2ema saIQao TIesapI ko saaqa p`itspQaa- krta hO AaOr maUla $p sao
[rada ko Anausaar naoTvak- kI BaID,BaaD, kao kma nahIM kr sakta hO.

saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³Aa[-eMDbaI´ Wara mauFt spo@T/ma
AavaMTna DI2ema p`dataAaoM kao laa[saoMsa p`aPt TIesapI AaOr emaesaAao pr
Anauicat laaBa dota hO.

kobala ]Vaoga jaao
ek sa#t ivainayaamak va
laa[saoMisaMga ko tht kama
krta hO¸ pr p`itkUla
p`Baava pD, sakta hO.

DI2ema ko ilae
ivacaaraQaIna 526–582
maogaahT\-ja baOMD maoM maaobaa[la
kvaroja ko ilae majabaUt
hOM̧  gàamaINa AaOr [MDaor xao~aoM
maoM.[sa trh kI spo@T/ma
kI naIlaamaI inaYpxa $p
sao haonaI caaihe¸ inayaamak
maQyasqata sao bacanao ko ilae
‘samaana saovaa¸ samaana inayama’

isawaMt rKnaa caaihe.
[sako Alaavaa¸ DITITI vaOiSvakstr pr kma haota jaa rha hO¸

[sakI jagah Aa[-pITIvaI¸ iDijaTla kobala AaOr AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- lao rho
hOM AaOr Baart maoM [sao ifr sao Sau$ krnao ko AaOica%ya pr savaala ]z rho hOM̧
KasataOr pr saIDoD iDkaoDr kI maako-T maoM kmaI kao doKto hue.

DITITI yaa DI2ema jaOsaI vaMicat tknaIkoM [na vaMicat ‘TIvaI Dak-’
GaraoM tk phuMcanao ko ilae laagat p`BaavaI AaOr skolaobala samaaQaana p`dana
krtI hO–ivaSaoYa $p sao GanaI AabaadI vaalao AaOr ga`amaINa xao~aoM maoM–SaOixak
saamaga`I¸ manaaorMjana AaOr AapatkalaIna AlaT- ko ilae.

ha[iba`D dRiYTkaoNa kao Apnaanaa¸ ijasamaoM saOTolaa[T AaOr sqalaIya
p`saarNa eksaaqa haoM̧  kvaroja kao AiQaktma kr sakta hO AaOr spo@T/ma
]pyaaoga kao AnaukUilat kr sakta hO.AaQauinak p`aOVaoigakI AaOr samaavaoSaI
naIityaaoM kao Saaimala krto hue ek samaip-t sqalaIya p`saarNa AvasaMrcanaa kI
sqaapnaa¸ iDijaTla ivaBaajana kao paTnao AaOr Baart ko maIiDyaa pairisqaitkItM~
kao baZ,anao maoM madd krogaa. 

also growing consensus that private players should be
allowed to participate in DTT, currently a Prasar Bharati
monopoly, as recommended by TRAI. This would enable
consumers to access more channels beyond DD offerings.

The introduction of D2M has raised concerns
among Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) and the cable TV
industry:

D2M competes directly with TSPs and may not
alleviate network congestion, as originally intended.

The free spectrum allocation by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) gives D2M providers
an unfair advantage over licensed TSPs and MSOs.

The cable
industry, which
operates under a
strict regulatory
and licensing
framework, could
be adversely
impacted.

The 526–
582 MHz band,
being considered
for D2M, holds
strong potential for
mobile coverage,
especially in rural
and indoor areas. It
is argued that such
spectrum should be auctioned fairly, maintaining a “same
service, same rules” principle to avoid regulatory arbitrage.

Moreover, critics note that DTT is on the decline
globally—being replaced by IPTV, digital cable, and OTT
platforms—and question the rationale for reviving it in
India, especially given the lack of a seeded decoder market.

Technologies like DTT or D2M offer cost-effective
and scalable solutions to reach these underserved "TV-
dark" homes—particularly in densely populated and rural
areas—for educational content, entertainment, and
emergency alerts.

Adopting a hybrid approach, where satellite and
terrestrial broadcasting coexist, could maximize coverage
and optimize spectrum utilization. Establishing a dedicated
national terrestrial broadcast infrastructure, incorporating
modern technology and inclusive policies, would help bridge
the digital divide and enhance India's media ecosystem.




