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CATV & DTH
MARKET OVERVIEW

This report provides an overview of the growth &
performance of Cable, Satellite, DTH & Broadcast sector.

SATELLITE TV CHANNELS
A total of

918 private
satellite TV
Channels have
been permitted by
the Ministry of
Information and
B r o a d c a s t i n g
(MIB) for
uplinking only/
downlinking only/
both uplinking
and downlinking,
as on 31st January,
2020. The quarter-
wise figures of the
total number of TV
channels is depicted in the chart-1.

As per the reporting to TRAI done by broadcasters
in pursuance of
the Tariff Order
(Broadcasting &
Cable) dated 3rd
March 2017, there
are 332 pay
channels as on
31st December,
2019, which
include 234 SD
( S t a n d a r d
Definition) Pay TV
channels and 98
HD (High
Definition) Pay TV
channels.

PAY TV
CHANNELS

Te l e c o m
R e g u l a t o r y
Authority of India

Chart-1; Quarterly growth in number of Satellite TV channels
(FTA & Pay) registered with Ministry of I&B

KEY PARAMETERS - BROADCASTING & CABLE TV SERVICES

S. Parameter QE QE
No. Sep-19 Dec-19

1 Number of Private satellite TV channels
permitted by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) for uplinking
only/ downlinking / uplinking 910 918

2 Number of Pay TV Channels as reported
by broadcasters 330 332

3 Number of pay DTH Operators 4 4
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saIeTIvaI AaOr DITIecasaIeTIvaI AaOr DITIecasaIeTIvaI AaOr DITIecasaIeTIvaI AaOr DITIecasaIeTIvaI AaOr DITIeca
baajaar ka Avalaaoknabaajaar ka Avalaaoknabaajaar ka Avalaaoknabaajaar ka Avalaaoknabaajaar ka Avalaaokna
yah irpaoT- kobala¸ saOTolaa[T¸ DITIeca va p`saarNa xao~ ko ivakasa

AaOr p`dSa-na ka Avalaaokna p`dana krtI hO.
sa OT olaa[T TIvaI ca Onalasa OT olaa[T TIvaI ca Onalasa OT olaa[T TIvaI ca Onalasa OT olaa[T TIvaI ca Onalasa OT olaa[T TIvaI ca Onala

saUcanaa va p̀saarNa maM~alaya
³emaAa[-baI´ Wara 918
inajaI saOTolaa[T TIvaI
caOnalaaoM kao 31 janavarI
2020 tk isaf -
Apila M ikMga Àisaf-
Da]na il a M ik M g a À
Apila M ik M g a v a
Da]nailaMikMga daonaaoM ko
ilae Anaumait dI gayaI
qaI.caaT-–1 maoM dSaa-yao
gayao kula TIvaI caOnalaaoM
kI saM#yaa ka itmaahI
vaar AaMkD,a hO.

idnaaMk 3 maaca- 2017 kao TOirf AaD-r ³bàâDkaisTMga eMD kobala´
ko AnausarNa maoM p̀saark
Wara T/a[- kao kI gayaI
irpao-iTMga ko Anausaar 31
idsaMbar 2019 tk 332
po caOnala qao̧  ijasamaoM 234
esaDI ³sT O MDD -
DoifinaSana´ po TIvaI
caOnala AaOr 98 ecaDI
³ha[- DoifinaSana´ po
TIvaI caOnala Saaimala qao.

po TIvaI ca Onalapo TIvaI ca Onalapo TIvaI ca Onalapo TIvaI ca Onalapo TIvaI ca Onala
B a artIy a d Urs a M c a ar
inayaamak p`aiQakrNa
³T/a[-´ nao maaca- 2017
maoM p`saarNa AaOr kobala
saovaaAaoM ko ilae nayao
inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka o
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(TRAI), in March, 2017, notified the new regulatory
framework for Broadcasting and Cable services. The
framework comprises Tariff Order 2017, Interconnection
Regulations 2017 and Quality of Service & Consumer
Protection Regulations 2017. The framework was duly
notified vide press
release no.71/2018
dated 3rd July 2018
with revised
timelines for
implementation. All
the timelines
prescribed in the
above-mentioned
f r a m e w o r k
commenced from
3rd July 2018. The
new regulatory
framework came
into effect on 29th
December, 2018.

As per the
Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and
Cable) Services
( E i g h t h )
( A d d r e s s a b l e
Systems) Tariff
Order, 2017 dated
3rd March 2017, every broadcaster has to offer all its
channels on an a-la-carte basis to all distributors of
television channels and declare the maximum retail price,
per month, payable by a subscriber for each of its pay
channels offered on an a-lacarte basis. Further, it is also
permissible for a broadcaster to offer its pay channels in
the form of bouquets and declare the maximum retail price,
per month, of such bouquets payable by a subscriber.

As per the reporting done by broadcasters, in
pursuance of the Tariff Order dated 3rd March 2017, there
are 332 pay channels as on 31st December 2019 which
include 234 SD Pay TV channels and 98 HD Pay TV channels.
A list of the Maximum Retail Prices (MRP) of pay channels
offered by broadcasters to subscribers as reported to TRAI.

CABLE TV SECTOR
The country has achieved 100% digitization of Cable

TV network. This is a stupendous achievement making India
as the only large country where 100% digital cable has been
achieved through mandatory regulations.

Chart-2: Quarterly Growth in number of Satellite Pay TV
Channels in India

MARKET REPORT
AiQasaUicat ikyaa.Íomavak- mao M TOirf Aa^D-r 2017¸ [MTrknao@Sana
AiQainayama 2017 AaOr @vaailaTI Aa^f saiva-sa eMD kMjyaUmar p`aoTo@Sana
rogyaUlaoSana 2017 Saaimala qaa.kayaa-nvayana ko ilae saMSaaoiQat samayasaImaa
ko saaqa Íomavak- kao idnaaMk 3 jaulaa[- 2018 kao p`osa iva&iPt naMbar

71À2018 kI sahayata
sao ivaiQavat AiQasaUicat
ikyaa gayaa qaa.]pyau@t
$proKa maoM inaQaa-irt saBaI
samaya saImaayaoM 3 jaulaa[-
2018 sao Sau$ hao rhI
hO.nayaa inayaamak Z,aMcaa
29 idsaMbar 2018 kao
laagaU hao gayaa.
idnaaMk 3 maaca- 2017 ko
T o l a Ikm y a u i n ak o S a n s a
³ba ` a ^DkaisT M g a e MD
k ob al a´ sa iv a - s a o j a
³AazvaIM´ ³eD/osaobala
isasTma´ TOirf Aa^D-r
2017 ko Anausaar p`%yaok
p`saark kao Apnao saBaI
caOnalaaoM kao e–laa^–kaTo-
ko AaQaar pr TolaIivajana

caOnalaaoM ko saBaI ivatrkaoM kao poSa krnaa AaOr p`itmaah AiQaktma Kudra
maUlya GaaoiYat krnaa haogaa¸ jaao p`%yaok ga`ahk kao ]sako laa^–kaTo- ko AaQaar
pr poSa ikyao gayao p`%yaok po caOnala ko ilae doya haogaa.[sako Alaavaa¸ ek
p`saark kao yah BaI Anaumait haogaI ik vah Apnao caOnalaaoM kao bauko ko $p
maoM poSa kro AaOr ek sabsaËa[bar Wara doya [sa trh ko bauko ka p`itmaah
AiQaktma Kudra maUlya GaaoiYat kro.

3 maaca- 2017 kao TOirf Aa^D-r ko AnausarNa maoM p`saarkao Wara kI
gayaI irpao-iTMga ko Anausaar 3` idsaMbar 2019 tk 332 po caOnala hOM̧  ijasamaoM
234 esaDI po TIvaI caOnala AaOr 98 ecaDI po TIvaI caOnala Saaimala hOM.
T/a[- kao saUicat ikyao gayao ga`ahkaoM ko ilae p`saarkaoM Wara poSa ikyao gayao po
caOnalaaoM ko ilae AiQaktma Kudra maUlya ³emaAarpI´ kI saUcaI hO.
kobala TIvaI xa o~kobala TIvaI xa o~kobala TIvaI xa o~kobala TIvaI xa o~kobala TIvaI xa o~

doSa nao kobala TIvaI naoTvak- ka 100‰ iDijaTlaIkrNa ikyaa
hO.yah Baart kao ekmaa~ baD,a doSa banaanao kI ek Saanadar ]plaibQa hO
jahaM Ainavaaya- inayamaaoM ko maaQyama sao 100‰ iDijaTla kobala p`aPt ikyaa
gayaa hO.

22



SATELLITE & CABLE TV JULY 2020

As on 31st December 2019, there are 1613 MSOs
registered with the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
(MIB). Further, as per the data reported by MSOs / HITS
operators, there are 13 MSOs & 1 HITS operator who have
a subscriber base of more than one million. Details of the
total active subscribers of these 13 MSOs and 1 HITS
operator are given in the following table.

SUBSCRIBER BASE OF MAJOR MSOS/HITS
OPERATORS AT THE END OF DECEMBER, 2019
(MORE THAN ONE MILLION SUBSCRIBERS)

Sl. Name of the MSO Total Active
No. Subscriber Base

(includes subscribers who
have been inactive or
temporarily suspended

for not more than
last 90 days)

1. Siti Networks 9,211,351
2. GTPL Hathway 7,554,713
3. Hathway Digital 5,256,930
4. Den Networks 4,175,528
5. Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable TV 2,878,911
6. Kerala Communicators

Cable Ltd (KCCL) 2,731,885
7. Fastway Transmissions

Pvt Ltd 2,441,575
8. TCCL 2,426,267
9. IndusInd Media and

Communication Ltd (HITS) 1,940,496
10. KAL Cables 1,907,901
11. VK Digital 1,499,548
12. IndusInd Media and

Communication Ltd (CATV) 1,431,079
13. Asianet Digital Network 1,328,564
14. E-Digital 1,217,643

DIRECT-TO-HOME (DTH) SECTOR
Since its introduction in the year 2003, Indian DTH

service has displayed a phenomenal growth. During the
quarter ending 31st December, 2019, there were 4 pay DTH
service providers in India.

Pay DTH has attained a total active subscriber base
of around 69.98 million at the end of December, 2019. This is
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31 idsaMbar 2019 tk¸ saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-

baI´ ko saaqa pMjaIkRt 1636 malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó  hOM.[sako
Alaavaa¸ emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa ³hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[-́  Aa^proTraoM Wara
irpaoT- ikyao gayao AaMkD,o ko mautaibak 13 emaesaAao AaOr 1 ihT\sa Aa^proTr
eosao hOM ijanako pasa ek imailayana sao AiQak sabsaËa[bar AaQaar hO.[na
13 emaesaAao va 1 ihT\sa Aa^proTr ko kula saiËya ga`ahk AaQaar ka
ivavarNa inamnailaiKt tailaka maoM idyaa gayaa hO.
idsaMbar 2019 ko AMt tk p`mauK emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa kaidsaMbar 2019 ko AMt tk p`mauK emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa kaidsaMbar 2019 ko AMt tk p`mauK emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa kaidsaMbar 2019 ko AMt tk p`mauK emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa kaidsaMbar 2019 ko AMt tk p`mauK emaesaAaoÀecaAa[-TIesa ka
sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ³ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar´sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ³ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar´sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ³ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar´sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ³ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar´sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ³ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar´

Ë ºË ºË ºË ºË º emaesaAao ka naamaemaesaAao ka naamaemaesaAao ka naamaemaesaAao ka naamaemaesaAao ka naama kula saiËyakula saiËyakula saiËyakula saiËyakula saiËya
sa Msa Msa Msa Msa M sabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaar

³eosao sabsaËa[bar BaI Saaimala
hOM jaao ik ipClao 90 idnaaoM sao
AiQak samaya sao inaiYËya yaa

AsqaayaI $p sao inalaMibat hOḾ

1º isaTI naoTvak- 9¸211¸351
2º jaITIpIela hoqavao 7¸554¸713
3º hoqavao iDijaTla 5¸256¸930
4º Dona naoTvak- 4¸175¸528
5º timalanaaDu Arasau kobala TIvaI 2¸878¸911
6º korla kmyauinakoTsa- kobala ilaº

³kosaIsaIela´ 2¸731¸885
7º fa^sT-vao T/aMsaimaSana p`aºilaº 2¸441¸575
8º TIsaIsaIela 2¸426¸267
9º [MDsa[MD maIiDyaa eMD

kmyauinakoSansa ilaº ³ihT\sa´ 1¸940¸496
10º kla kobala 1¸907¸901
11º vaIko iDijaTla 1¸499¸548
12º [MDsa[MD maIiDyaa eMD kmyauinakoSansa

ilaº³saIeTIvaI´ 1¸431¸079
13º eiSayaanaoT iDijaTla naoTvak- 1¸328¸564

14º [-–iDijaTla 1¸217¸643

Da^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ xa o~Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ xa o~Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ xa o~Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ xa o~Da ^yar o@T–TU–ha oma ³DITIeca´ xa o~
vaYa- 2003 maoM ApnaI Sau$Aat ko baad¸ BaartIya DITIeca saovaa maoM

ABaUtpUva- baZ,aotrI dja- kI gayaI hO.31 idsaMbar 2019 kao samaaPt itmaahI
ko daOrana¸ Baart maoM 4 po TIvaI DITIeca saovaa p`dayak qao.

po DITIeca nao idsaMbar 2019 ko AMt maoM lagaBaga 69º98 imailayana
ka kula saiËya ]pBaao@ta AaQaar p̀aPt ikyaa.yah DIDI ÍIiDSa ³dUrdSa-na
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in addition to the
subscribers of the DD
Free Dish (free DTH
services of
Doordarshan). The
total active subscriber
base has increased
from 69.30 million in QE
September, 2019 to
69.98 million in QE
December, 2019.

It is important
to note that till March
2019, the subscription
figure of the total
active subscribers
included inactive and
temporarily suspended
subscribers for not
more than the last 120
days. However, as per
new regulatory framework of Broadcasting and Cable TV
Services, the total active subscribers are now counted to
include only those subscribers who are inactive/temporarily
suspended for not
more than the last 90
days. This point has
been duly clarified by
the TRAI in its Press
Release No. 86/2019
dated 8th October,
2019 (https://
main.trai.gov.in/sites/
d e f a u l t / f i l e s /
PR_No.86of2019.pdf).

The quarterly
growth in the DTH
sector in terms of the
total active subscribers
and the market share of
DTH operators in terms
of the percentage of
total active subscribers
during the quarter
ending December 2019
are depicted in the
following charts-3. 

Chart-3: Quarterly growth in total Active subscribers
(in million) of pay DTH Sector

Chart-4: Market share of DTH Operators

MARKET REPORT

Source: The Indian Telecom Services Performance Indicators; October – December, 2019

kI mauFt DITIeca saovaaAaoḾ
ko ga`ahkao M ko Aitir@t
hO.@yaU[- isatMbar 2019 maoM
kula saiËya ga`ahk AaQaar
69º80 imailayana sao baZ,kr
@ya U[ - idsabar 2019 ma o M
69º98 imailayana hao gayaa hO.
yah naaoT krnaa mah%vapUNa- hO
ik phlao ³maaca- 2019 tk´
kula saiËya ga`ahkao M kI
sadsyata ko AaMkD,o maoM 120
idnaaoM sao AiQak samaya tk
ko ilae inaiYËya va AsqaayaI
$p sao inalaMibat ga`ahk BaI
Saaimala qao.halaaMik p`saarNa
AaOr kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM ko
ilae nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao ko

Anausaar¸ kula saiËya ga`ahkaoM kI iganatI kovala ]na ga`ahkaoM ko $p maoM kI
jaatI hO jaao ik ipClao 90 idnaaoM sao AiQak samaya sao inaiYËyaÀAsqaayaI

$p sao inalaMibat hOM.yah baat
idnaaMk 8 A@TUbar 2019
kao p`aiQakrNa Wara p`osa
iva&iPt saM#yaa 86À2019
(h t tps : / /main . t ra i .
gov.in/sites/default/
f i l e s / P R _ N o . 8 6 o f
2019.pdf).maoM ivaiQavat $p
sao spYT kr dI gayaI qaI.
idsaMbar 2019 kI AMitma
itmaahI ma o M kula saiËya
sabsaËa[bar ko p`itSat ko
saMdBa- maoM DITIeca Aa^proTraoM
kI kula saiËya sabsaËa[bar
AaQaar AaOr baajaar ihssaodarI
ko saMdBa- maoM DITIeca xao~
m a o M  itm a ahI v a R iw ka o
inamnailaiKt caaT--3 ma o M
dSaa-yaa gayaa hO. 
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