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BHARTI GEARS
FOR 5G

Bharti Airtel said that its network is 5G ready but the
investment required for spectrum and deployment of the
technology must justify business case or return on
investments (Rol). It added that India
as a country is not late for the 5G
technology and affordable spectrum
and devices are a must for the 5G
ecosystem.

The business case for 5G, which
is the investments needed on not just
spectrum, but an investment for
putting those base stations. 5G as a
technology will not be so cheap.
There'll be opex cost as well as per
Randeep Sekhon, chief technology
officer at Bharti Airtel,

5G will be driven by business to
consumer (B2C) applications like Wireless
to the home (WTTX). He added that
telecom operators will need to form ‘power
industry partnerships’ to develop industrial
or enterprise 5G use cases.

5G investments, he said, will be
similar to 4G investments in the country,
and will depend upon how much area telcos would want to
cover. Airtel stopped 3G network in India and its investments
are directed towards 4G.

India’s telecom industry needs to do investment to
improve fibre penetration to support 5SG. In Korea and Japan,
almost all the buildings are connected and all the towers are
connected via fibre. India should aim for the same. ®
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