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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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VESTASPACE GEARS 35 SATELLITES
FOR 5G

Vestaspace Technology will launch 35 satellites to
build 5G speed network connections and IoT functionalities
for industries.

The beta version of satellite constellations will be
ready pan-India in September and fully-
operational version early next year into
Low-Earth-Orbit or Geosynchronous
Equatorial Orbit.

The company plans to replace
traditional fibre networks with all the
satellite constellations and to provide
high-speed 5G network connections PAN
India with its unmanned Software Data
processing.

Arun Kumar Sureban, Founder &
CEQ, Vestaspace Technology said, “To
solve the complex system and to provide 5G internet
network solutions to the Urban, Rural and unserved
regions, we have positioned 8 Ground Stations and
31,000 data receptors all over India. This is made possible
with the help of accurate positioning and telemetry related
activities.”

The Pune-based startup has secured USD 10 million
funding from an American investment and advisory firm
Next Capital LLC, and has been working with ISRO, NASA
and other leading space agencies on various strategic
projects.
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TRAI'S REGULATES
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENTS

TRALI dictated all the broadcasters and distributors
of television channels to comply with all the provisions of
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Register of Interconnection Agreements and all such other
matters Regulations, 2019. And to submit all the documents/
reports as per Register Regulation 2019 on the Broadcasting
& Cable Services integrated (BIPS) portal, developed by
TRATI for the purpose. The Register of Interconnect Module
is accessible on the link: https://bips.trai.gov.in.

However, it has been noted that many of the service
providers are not complying with all the provisions of the
Register Regulation 2019 and they have not uploaded the
related information on BIPS portal.

All the broadcasters and Distributors of television
channels are, therefore, advised to cornply with the
respective provisions of the Register Regulation 2019 and
submit all the related documents/reports as per Register
Regulation 2019 on the Broadcasting & Cable Services
Integrated (BIPS) portal. Further, the Members of AIDCF
are advised to comply with Register Regulation 2019,
keeping in view the order dated 19.05.2020 passed by Hon'ble
High Court of Kerala in WP (C) No. 428/2020.

DD FREE DISH E-AUCTION

E-auction process has been opened to fill up vacant
MPEG-2 slots of DD Free Dish DTH Platform on pro-rata
basis for the period from 10.06.2020 to 31.03.2021. The
e-auction, if needed will be held on 02.06.2020.

The categorization of TV
channels in different buckets in
accordance with genres / language of
channel and their starting reserve price
would remain same as provided in
notification of even no. dated 18.03.2020.

Successful bidders shall be
required to make the payments in 07 monthly Installments
as per payment schedule prescribed under clause (5) of the
policy guldelfnes for allotment of DD Free Dish slots.

Interested broadcasters may apply online at https://
fdslots.prasarbharati.orq and upload all requisite documents
as prescribed in the application. The processing fee of
% 25,000/- will have to be paid onllne while participation fee
of ¥ 1.50 Crore (Rupees one crore fifty lakhs only) is to be
paid only through Demand Draft. A copy of the participation
fee demand draft Is to be uploaded onllne. The original
demand draft for participation fee along with printout of

e-Auction
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acknowledgement received for submission of online
application is to be submitted in sealed cover to Director
(DTH) Doordarshan

Broadcasters which submitted their applications
before postponing the e-auclion need not to reapply again.

NEW GUIDELINES FOR ADS

The 1&B Ministry proposed new guidelines for
empanelment of social media platforms with the Bureau of
Outreach and Communications (BOC) for government
advertisements.

BOC is the body for paid outreach by the government
across print, electronic media, outdoor
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media and websites.

The proposed guidelines looks
at the eligibility criteria for selection of
social media platforms, payment
procedure, terms of engagement as well
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A social media platform should
have a unique user base of 25 million to be eligible to apply
for a contract. The numbers will be verified by the BOC
based on Comscore data or Google Analytics.

Also, BOC will take a call on which platform is best
suited for an outreach activity and will give preference to
those platforms based in India as long as it does not impact
the outcome.

The objectives of the draft guidelines are looking at
improving the social media outreach of government
departments and ministries as well .The draft policy
guidelines once finalised will be valid for a period of five
years.
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The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
had invited comments / counter-comments of stakeholders
on Consultation paper on "Framework
for Technical Compliance of Conditional
Access System (CAS) and Subscriber
Management Systems (SMS) for
Broadcasting & Cable services" dated
22nd April 2020. The last date for
receiving of written comments and
counter comments were fixed as 20th
May 2020 and 3rd June 2020
respectively. Keeping in view the request of stakeholders /
Industry Association for extension of time for submission
of comments, it has been decided to extend the last date for
submission of written comments upto 3 June 2020 and for
counter-comments up to 17 th June 2020.

TELCOS DEMANDS REJECTED

TRALI has rejected the telcos’ latest demand to
expedite setting of a floor for tariffs by holding the open
house discussions online, with chairman RS Sharma saying
the watchdog needs to look after consumers who are
currently in distress, a view which dealt a huge setback for
operators.

TRAI chairman felt It may be a
better option that any further discussion
on the issue (floor tariff) is held after the
lockdown is completely lifted and
normalcy is restored.

Telecom carriers Bharti Airtel,
Reliance Jio and Vodafone Idea wants the
regulator to accelerate the process of
fixing floor for service tariffs, saying in
the absence of any government relief,
this step was key to long-term
sustainability of the sector and for carriers to absorb the
adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues.

Telcos opined that the Covid outbreak has underlined
the need for a healthy telecom sector, which is capable of
making investments, and to that effect, setting a floor price
at the earliest was a must. They thus urged Trai to hold
online open house discussions, which is the last step in the
consultation process before the regulator takes a decision.

The telecom service providers want the regulator to
fix a floor price for data services, while Trai, in the paper,
has said not just a floor price for data but also for voice, and
a price ceiling would be up for debate. B
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