MARKET REPORT

MSOS FAIL TO
COMPLY WITH
RULES

The Govt has cancelled theregistration of 477 Multi
System Operators - MSOs.The Ministry, in its order, said
one of the terms and conditions of the MSO registration
was that MSOs had to comply with the provisions of the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act and the rules
made thereunder; and would adhere to the other guidelines.

MSOs were also required to submit a list of their
subscribers and other details as per the requests made by
the Ministry from time to time. Further, according to
Regulation 15(1) of the Interconnection Regulations, 2017,
itismandatory for every
distributor of channels
to conduct an audit of
their system once in a
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Regulatory Authority of
India(TRALI), theMSOs
under scrutiny have not
conducted audits of their systems for the calendar years
2021 and/or 2022. In addition, they wererequested to furnish
information like seeding date etc. under the Cable Television
Networks (Regulations) Act.

Taking into account the non-compliance, the
Ministry marked the status of the violating M SOs as“ Non-
Compliant”. Through the Ministry’s advisory dated March
23, all broadcasterswere al so advised not to enter into inter-
connection agreements with non-compliant MSOs and to
notify the non-compliant MSOs with whom they already
had inter-connection agreements.

According to the order, it has been observed that
despite lapse of the given period, the scheduled M SOs have
failed to providetherequisiteinformation or make any real-
currency to thisMinistry regarding their compliance status.
These MSOs have continued to remain in contraventions
outlined in preceding paras. Therefore, the MSO
registrations of the scheduled MSOs are hereby cancelled
withimmediate effect. B
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