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maIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaIT
maIiDyaa kI duinayaa maoM mah%vapUNa- GaTnaaAaoM

pr ek saamaiyak stMBa
laoKk: ASaaok manasauKanaI
eDvaaokoT baa^mbao ha[- kaoT-
malTI maIiDyaa kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSanaÀkârpaoroT kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSana
AaOr TO@saoSana ko ivaSaoYa&.

WILL DISNEY SELL
OUT TO JIO

INCREASE CABLE
INDUSTRY WOES?

Cable industry is already reeling under
onslaught of Free Dish and OTT

discriminatory pricing. Disney sell out
could make pay channels out of reach
of viewers. Will Government step in to

restore level playing field?

A. WILL SELL-OUT OF DISNEY
INDIA TO JIO LEAD TO
CARTELISATION OF THE
BROADCASTING INDUSTRY?

 In the past month, trial media balloons have been
floated of initial discussions between Disney and
Sony  for a potential
buyout by Sony of the
Star TV and Disney
Hotstar  streaming
business.

 The Mint Newspaper
reported in mid-October
that Sony had initiated
talks with Walt Disney
Co. about acquiring its
India business. The preliminary discussions with
Disney were stated to be  Sony’s contingency plan
in case its ongoing merger agreement with Zee
Entertainment Enterprises Ltd faces inordinate
delay or collapses,

@yaa iDjnaI ko ijayaao ko@yaa iDjnaI ko ijayaao ko@yaa iDjnaI ko ijayaao ko@yaa iDjnaI ko ijayaao ko@yaa iDjnaI ko ijayaao ko
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 ipClao mahInao maoM¸ sTar TIvaIsTar TIvaIsTar TIvaIsTar TIvaIsTar TIvaI AaOr iDjnaI ha^TsTariDjnaI ha^TsTariDjnaI ha^TsTariDjnaI ha^TsTariDjnaI ha^TsTar sT/IimaMga
vyavasaaya ko saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI Wara saMBaaivat KrId ko ilae iDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaI va saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI

ko baIca p`arMiBak cacaa- kI KbaraoM sao
pUra maIiDyaa jagat Bara rha.

 imaMT AKbaarimaMT AKbaarimaMT AKbaarimaMT AKbaarimaMT AKbaar nao A@TUbar
ko maQya maoM irpaoT- dI qaI ik saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI nao
vaa^lT iDjnaIvaa^lT iDjnaIvaa^lT iDjnaIvaa^lT iDjnaIvaa^lT iDjnaI kMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaI ko saaqa ]sako
Baart ko karaobaar kao haisala krnao ko
ilae baatcaIt Sau$ kI qaI.iDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaIiDjnaI ko
saaqa p`arMiBak cacaa- kao saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI kI

Aakismak yaaojanaa batayaa gayaa qaa¸ yaid jaI eMTrTonamao MTjaI eMTrTonamao MTjaI eMTrTonamao MTjaI eMTrTonamao MTjaI eMTrTonamao MT
eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToD ko saaqa ]sako cala rho ivalaya samaJaaOto
maoM A%yaiQak dorI yaa ptna ka saamanaa krnaa pD,ta hO.

 imaMT nao kuC laaogaaoM ko hvaalao sao kha ik ‘ipClao dao vaYaao-M maoM maIiDyaa
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 The Mint quoted some people who felt that “Much
has changed in the media and entertainment space
in the last two years. Most importantly, Disney
India was not up for sale until six months back.
Now that it is, top bosses in SPE see Disney India
as a better proposition, one where they have
cultural similarities, too,"

 In December 2021, Sony Pictures Networks India
(SPNI)  had agreed to merge with Zee. Due to many
legal challenges from Essel Group creditors, the
final unconditional  NCLT approval to merge came
only on August 8, 2023.

 SEBI has debarred Mr
Punit Goenka, MD and
CEO  of Zee ,  from
holding a managerial
post at Zee till SEBI
enquiries into other
financial transactions of Essel Group are complete.
Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) has reserved
judgment and allowed SEBI investigations to
continue.

 Another round of kite flying by media started on
October 23 2023, quoting Bloomberg that Walt
Disney India was close to selling its entire media
business to Reliance Jio shortly. Reliance, whose
broadcast venture Viacom 18 runs JioCinema,
values Disney's India assets, which comprises the
Disney+ Hotstar streaming service and Star India,
at between $7 billion and $8 billion, the report said.

 Moffett Nathanson, a well-known media research
firm,  claimed recently that given the declining
performance, “Disney (India) can turn to the new
joint venture run by their former executive (Mr
Uday Shankar)  in Reliance Jio and create an even
larger joint venture (in Viacom 18), which will
de-consolidate India results and put the asset into
stronger and more strategic hands.”

 Another well-known Asian media analyst, Mr Vivek
Couto, holds a different view. He says, “However,
they recalibrate, Disney will be thinking about
how to leverage Star India’s local IP, reach, and
viewership, and they will be looking at who can
best maximise the Disney franchises across
theatrical, consumer products and maybe even a
first India theme park.”

AaOr manaaorMjana xao~ bahut AiQak badla gayaa hO.sabasao mah%vapUNa-
baat yah hO ik Ch mahInao phlao tk iDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaa ibaËI ko
ilae ]plabQa nahIM qaa.Aba jaba yah hao gayaa hO tao esapI[- esapI[- esapI[- esapI[- esapI[- ko
SaIYa- AiQakarI iDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaa kao ek baohtr p`stava ko $p maoM
doKto hOM.jahaM ]nakI saaMskRitk samaatayaoM BaI hOM.

 idsa M b ar 2021 m a o M ¸  s a a o n a I  ip@cas a -  n a oTv ak -  [ M iDy a as a a o n a I  ip@cas a -  n a oTv ak -  [ M iDy a as a a o n a I  ip@cas a -  n a oTv ak -  [ M iDy a as a a o n a I  ip@cas a -  n a oTv ak -  [ M iDy a as a a o n a I  ip@cas a -  n a oTv ak -  [ M iDy a a
³esapIenaAa[-´ ³esapIenaAa[-´ ³esapIenaAa[-´ ³esapIenaAa[-´ ³esapIenaAa[-´ nao jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ko saaqa ivalaya pr sahmait vya@t kI
qaI.esaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUh kI laonadaraoM kI k[- kanaUnaI caunaaOityaaoM ko
karNa¸ ivalaya ko ilae AMitma ibanaa Sat- enasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTI maMjaUrI 88888
Agast 2023Agast 2023Agast 2023Agast 2023Agast 2023 kao imalaI.

 saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI nao jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ko emaDI AaOremaDI AaOremaDI AaOremaDI AaOremaDI AaOr
saI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanakasaI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanakasaI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanakasaI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanakasaI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanaka kao essaolaessaolaessaolaessaolaessaola
samaUhsamaUhsamaUhsamaUhsamaUh ko Anya iva<aIya laonadona ko
baaro maoM saobaI kI jaaMca pUrI haonao tk
jaI maoM p`baMQakIya pd saMBaalanao sao raok
idya a.p ` itBa U it ApIla I y ap ` itBa U it ApIla I y ap ` itBa U it ApIla I y ap ` itBa U it ApIla I y ap ` itBa U it ApIla I y a

nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´ nao fOsala saurixat rK ilayaa AaOr
saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI kI jaaMca jaarI rKnao kI Anaumait do dI hO.

 maIiDyaa Wara ptMgabaajaI ka ek AaOr daOr 23 A@TUbar 202323 A@TUbar 202323 A@TUbar 202323 A@TUbar 202323 A@TUbar 2023
sao Sau$ huAa¸ blaUmabaga-blaUmabaga-blaUmabaga-blaUmabaga-blaUmabaga- ko hvaalao sao batayaa gayaa ik vaa^lTvaa^lTvaa^lTvaa^lTvaa^lT
iDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaaiDjnaI [MiDyaa jald hI Apnaa pUra maIiDyaa vyavasaaya irlaayaMsa
ijayaaoijayaaoijayaaoijayaaoijayaao kao baocanao ko krIba qaa.irpaoT- maoM kha gayaa hO ik irlaayaMsairlaayaMsairlaayaMsairlaayaMsairlaayaMsa¸
ijasaka p`saarNa ]Vma vaayaaka^ma 18 ijayaao isanaomaavaayaaka^ma 18 ijayaao isanaomaavaayaaka^ma 18 ijayaao isanaomaavaayaaka^ma 18 ijayaao isanaomaavaayaaka^ma 18 ijayaao isanaomaa calaata hO¸
iDjnaI kI Baart kI saMpi<a ka maUlya 7 ibailayana Da^lar sao 87 ibailayana Da^lar sao 87 ibailayana Da^lar sao 87 ibailayana Da^lar sao 87 ibailayana Da^lar sao 8
ibailayana Da^laribailayana Da^laribailayana Da^laribailayana Da^laribailayana Da^lar ko baIca hO¸ ijasamao M iDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTariDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTariDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTariDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTariDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTar
sT/IimaMga saovaa AaOr sTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaa Saaimala hO.

 p`isaw maIiDyaa irsaca- fma- maaofoT naaqanasanamaaofoT naaqanasanamaaofoT naaqanasanamaaofoT naaqanasanamaaofoT naaqanasana nao hala hI maoM davaa
ikyaa ik igarto p`dSa-na kao doKto hue ‘iDjnaI ³Baart´ irlaayaMsaDjnaI ³Baart´ irlaayaMsaDjnaI ³Baart´ irlaayaMsaDjnaI ³Baart´ irlaayaMsaDjnaI ³Baart´ irlaayaMsa
ijayaao ijayaao ijayaao ijayaao ijayaao maoM Apnao pUva- kaya-karI ³EaI ]dya SaMkrEaI ]dya SaMkrEaI ]dya SaMkrEaI ]dya SaMkrEaI ]dya SaMkr´ Wara saMcaailat
nayao ]Vma kI Aaor $K kr sakta hO AaOr [sasao BaI baD,a saMyau@t
]Vma ³vaayaaka^ma 18vaayaaka^ma 18vaayaaka^ma 18vaayaaka^ma 18vaayaaka^ma 18 maoM´ banaa sakta hO¸ jaao ik Baart ko
natIjaaoM kao kmajaaor krogaa AaOr saMpi<a kao majabaUt AaOr AiQak
rNanaIitk haqaaoM maoM saaOMp dogaa.

 ek Anya p`isaw eiSayaa[- maIiDyaa ivaSlaoYak¸ EaI ivavao kUTaEaI ivavao kUTaEaI ivavao kUTaEaI ivavao kUTaEaI ivavao kUTao¸
ek Alaga dRiYTkaoNa rKto hOM.vah khto hOM ‘halaaMik¸ vao punaga-
Nanaa krto hOM¸ iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI [sa baaro maoM saaoca rha haogaa ik sTarsTarsTarsTarsTar
[MiDyaa[MiDyaa[MiDyaa[MiDyaa[MiDyaa ko sqaanaIya Aa[-pI¸ phuMca AaOr dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa ka laaBa
kOsao ]zayaa jaayao AaOr vao yah doK rho haoMgao ik naaTkIya¸ ]pBaao@ta
]%padaoM AaOr Saayad phlao Baart qaImaBaart qaImaBaart qaImaBaart qaImaBaart qaIma pak- maoM iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI iDjnaI ÍoMcaa[-jaI
ka AiQaktma laaBa kaOna ]za sakta hO.’
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COMMENT

 A Sony -Disney deal will need CCI clearance and
NCLT approval, which will take a minimum of twelve
months.

 The massive cricket viewership of the World Cup
(43 million viewers for the India-New Zealand
match on October 20 2023)  and the highly high-
quality television broadcasts of the cricket matches
must leave a wry regret in Disney's top management
for letting go of IPL rights, which has led to a
significant fall in Hotstar subscribers by 12 to 15
million subscribers.

 This writer believes that Disney India has other
options despite the breathless excitement of print
media sensationalising Disney India’s woes.

 Disney can take to licensing its content to other
Broadcasters instead of expending cash flows.

 It can revamp its top management, which somehow
lacks the dynamic risk-taking brilliance of Mr Uday
Shanker, who is now powering Viacom 18 and let
the Indian team run its business without backseat
control from Burbank, California.

 Disney can sell off the entire business at a massive
loss of 10 billion dollars of acquisition valuation
to Reliance.

 The Government-owned Invest India states that
India’s Media & Entertainment industry is expected
to reach $ 35.4 Billion by 2025. This makes India
the fastest-growing entertainment and media
market globally in terms of consumer and
advertising revenue.

 We are in for interesting times of consolidation and
possible cartelisation in broadcasting.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
 saaonaI iDjnaI saaOdo ko ilae saIsaIAa[- maMjaUrI AaOr enasaIelaTI

Anaumaaodna kI AavaSyakta haogaI¸ ijasamaoM kma sao kma baarh mahInao
lagaoMgao.

 ivaSvakp kI ivaSaala dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa ³20 A@TUbar 202320 A@TUbar 202320 A@TUbar 202320 A@TUbar 202320 A@TUbar 2023
kao Baart–nyaUjaIlaO MD maOca ko ilae 43 imailayana dSa-kkao Baart–nyaUjaIlaO MD maOca ko ilae 43 imailayana dSa-kkao Baart–nyaUjaIlaO MD maOca ko ilae 43 imailayana dSa-kkao Baart–nyaUjaIlaO MD maOca ko ilae 43 imailayana dSa-kkao Baart–nyaUjaIlaO MD maOca ko ilae 43 imailayana dSa-k´
AaOr iËkoT maOcaaoM ko ilae ]cca gauNava<aa vaalao TolaIivajana p`saarNa
kao jaanao donao ko ilae iDjnaI ko SaIYa- p`baMQana kao Aa[-pIela
AiQakar CaoD,nao ko ilae Kod vya@t krnaa caaihe¸ ijasako karNa
ha^TsTar ko ga`ahkao M mao M 12 sao 15 imailayana ga`ahkao M 12 sao 15 imailayana ga`ahkao M 12 sao 15 imailayana ga`ahkao M 12 sao 15 imailayana ga`ahkao M 12 sao 15 imailayana ga`ahkao M kI
mah%vapUNa- igaravaT AayaI hO.

 [sa laoKk ka maananaa hO ik ipM̀T maIiDyaa Wara iDjnaI [MiDyaa kI
samasyaaAaoM kao sanasanaIKoja banaanao ko baodma ]%saah ko baavajaUd
iDjnaI [MiDyaa ko pasa Anya ivaklp hO.

 iDjnaI nakdI p`vaah Kca- ko bajaaya Anya p`saarkaoM kao ApnaI
saamaga`I ka laa[saoMsa do sakta hO.

 yah ApnaI SaIYa- p`baMQana maoM sauQaar kr sakta hO̧  ijasamaoM iksaI
trh EaI ]dya SaMkr kI gaitSaIla jaaoiKma laonao kI p`itBaa ka
ABaava hO̧  jaao Aba vaayaaka^ma 18 ko Sai@t p`dana kr rho hOM AaOr
BaartIya TIma kao babaOMk¸ kOilafaoina-yaa sao baOksaIT inayaM~Na ko ibanaa
Apnaa vyavasaaya calaanao doM.

 iDjnaI AiQaga`hNa maUlyaaMkna ko 10 ibailayana Da^lar ko BaarI nauksaana
pr pUra karaobaar irlaayaMsa kao baoca sakta hO.

 sarkar kI svaaima%va vaalaI [nvaosT [MiDyaa ka khnaa hOsarkar kI svaaima%va vaalaI [nvaosT [MiDyaa ka khnaa hOsarkar kI svaaima%va vaalaI [nvaosT [MiDyaa ka khnaa hOsarkar kI svaaima%va vaalaI [nvaosT [MiDyaa ka khnaa hOsarkar kI svaaima%va vaalaI [nvaosT [MiDyaa ka khnaa hO
ik Baart ka maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ]Vaoga 2025 tkik Baart ka maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ]Vaoga 2025 tkik Baart ka maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ]Vaoga 2025 tkik Baart ka maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ]Vaoga 2025 tkik Baart ka maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ]Vaoga 2025 tk
35º4 ibailayana Da^lar tk phu Mcana o kI ]mmaId hO.yah35º4 ibailayana Da^lar tk phu Mcana o kI ]mmaId hO.yah35º4 ibailayana Da^lar tk phu Mcana o kI ]mmaId hO.yah35º4 ibailayana Da^lar tk phu Mcana o kI ]mmaId hO.yah35º4 ibailayana Da^lar tk phu Mcana o kI ]mmaId hO.yah
Baart kao ]pBaao@ta AaOr iva&apna rajasva ko maamalao mao MBaart kao ]pBaao@ta AaOr iva&apna rajasva ko maamalao mao MBaart kao ]pBaao@ta AaOr iva&apna rajasva ko maamalao mao MBaart kao ]pBaao@ta AaOr iva&apna rajasva ko maamalao mao MBaart kao ]pBaao@ta AaOr iva&apna rajasva ko maamalao mao M
va O iSvakstr pr sabasa o tojaI sa o baZ,na o vaalaa manaa or Mjanava OiSvakstr pr sabasa o tojaI sa o baZ,na o vaalaa manaa or Mjanava OiSvakstr pr sabasa o tojaI sa o baZ,na o vaalaa manaa or Mjanava OiSvakstr pr sabasa o tojaI sa o baZ,na o vaalaa manaa or Mjanava OiSvakstr pr sabasa o tojaI sa o baZ,na o vaalaa manaa or Mjana
AaOr maIiDyaa baajaar banaata hO.AaOr maIiDyaa baajaar banaata hO.AaOr maIiDyaa baajaar banaata hO.AaOr maIiDyaa baajaar banaata hO.AaOr maIiDyaa baajaar banaata hO.

 hma p`saarNa maoM samaokna AaOr saMBaaivat gauTbaMdI ko idlacasp samaya maoM
hOM.
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STAR RESULTS DISAPPOINT
 The Economic Times reported recently that Star India’s

consolidated net profit for FY 2023 dropped 31% yearly
to Rs 1,272 crore compared to Rs 1834 crore in
the previous year.

 Though the total income rose by 9% to Rs. 20699
crores and the operating income by 6% to Rs.
19857 crores, the company's advertisement
revenue fell by 4% to Rs. 11186 crores.

 Subscription revenue, both TV and digital, rose
by 14% to Rs. 7001 crores. This rise resulted
from earning an estimated Rs. 3500  crores from IPL 2022.
Licensing content rights rose to Rs. 1446 crores.

 The Cricket World Cup 2023 revenues will be reflected
in the next year’s accounts. Still, the overall results
will only strengthen the resolve of Walt Disney
International to either sell out or sublicence its brands
in India.

STUNNING SUCCESS FOR MR PUNIT GOENKA
 The Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) quashed

SEBI’s 14 August 2023 order on October 30 2023, barring
Mr Punit Goenka of Zee Entertainment Enterprises
from holding key directorship in listed entities, including
ZEEL, in the wake of an investigation
into alleged financial wrongdoings in
some Essel Group companies.

 The SAT is quoted by media as
stating: In view of the aforesaid, the
SEBI order cannot be sustained and
is quashed. The confirmatory order
passed by SEBI on 14 August is set
aside. The appeal is allowed. The
appellants, however, will co-operate
in the ongoing investigation."

 The detailed order is awaited at writing. Still, SEBI will file
a statutory appeal to the Supreme Court as it is unusual for
SAT to pass such an order considering the extremely detailed
confirmatory order passed by the SEBI Chairman.

 This should pave the way for Mr Goenka to resume as
Managing Director and CEO of ZEEL and head one of
the largest merged entities in the media and
entertainment sector after the merger with Sony.
Depending on further developments, the merger
process should be completed in Quarter 4 of the current
financial year.

sTar ka pirNa a m a i n ar aS a aj a n aksTar ka pirNa a m a i n ar aS a aj a n aksTar ka pirNa a m a i n ar aS a aj a n aksTar ka pirNa a m a i n ar aS a aj a n aksTar ka pirNa a m a i n ar aS a aj a n ak
 [kaonaa^imak Ta[msa[kaonaa^imak Ta[msa[kaonaa^imak Ta[msa[kaonaa^imak Ta[msa[kaonaa^imak Ta[msa nao hala hI maoM batayaa ik iva<a vaYa- 20232023202320232023 ko ilae

sTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaasTar [MiDyaa ka Sauw samaoikt laaBa ipClao vaYa- ko 18341834183418341834 kraoD,kraoD,kraoD,kraoD,kraoD,
ÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyao kI tulanaa ma o M 31‰31‰31‰31‰31‰ igarkr 12721272127212721272 kraoD, ÉpyakraoD, ÉpyakraoD, ÉpyakraoD, ÉpyakraoD, Épyao rh
gayaa.
 halaaMik kula Aaya 9‰9‰9‰9‰9‰ baZ,kr 20699 kraoD,20699 kraoD,20699 kraoD,20699 kraoD,20699 kraoD,
ÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyao AaOr pircaalana Aaya 6‰6‰6‰6‰6‰ baZ,kr 19857 kraoD, Épya19857 kraoD, Épya19857 kraoD, Épya19857 kraoD, Épya19857 kraoD, Épyao
hao gayaI¸ laoikna kMpnaI ka iva&apna rajasva 4‰4‰4‰4‰4‰ igarkr 1118611186111861118611186
kraoD, ÉpyaokraoD, ÉpyaokraoD, ÉpyaokraoD, ÉpyaokraoD, Épyao rh gayaa.
 TIvaI AaOr iDijaTla daonaaoM ka sabsaËIPSana rajasva 14‰14‰14‰14‰14‰
baZ,kr 7001 kraoD, É7001 kraoD, É7001 kraoD, É7001 kraoD, É7001 kraoD, É hao gayaa.yah vaRiw Aa[-pIela 20222022202220222022 sao

Anaumaainat 35000 kraoD, Épyao35000 kraoD, Épyao35000 kraoD, Épyao35000 kraoD, Épyao35000 kraoD, Épyao kI kmaayaI ko pirNaamasva$p hu[-
.laa[saoMisaMga saamaga`I AiQakar baZ,kr 1446 kraoD, Épyao1446 kraoD, Épyao1446 kraoD, Épyao1446 kraoD, Épyao1446 kraoD, Épyao hao gayaa.

 iËkoT ivaSvakp 2023 ka rajasva Agala o vaYa - ko Kato ma o MiËkoT ivaSvakp 2023 ka rajasva Agala o vaYa - ko Kato ma o MiËkoT ivaSvakp 2023 ka rajasva Agala o vaYa - ko Kato ma o MiËkoT ivaSvakp 2023 ka rajasva Agala o vaYa - ko Kato ma o MiËkoT ivaSvakp 2023 ka rajasva Agala o vaYa - ko Kato ma o M
idKaayaI dogaa.ifr BaI samaga ` pirNaama vaa ^lT iDjnaI [MTrna oSanaidKaayaI dogaa.ifr BaI samaga ` pirNaama vaa ^lT iDjnaI [MTrna oSanaidKaayaI dogaa.ifr BaI samaga ` pirNaama vaa ^lT iDjnaI [MTrna oSanaidKaayaI dogaa.ifr BaI samaga ` pirNaama vaa ^lT iDjnaI [MTrna oSanaidKaayaI dogaa.ifr BaI samaga ` pirNaama vaa ^lT iDjnaI [MTrna oSana
ko Baart ma o M Apna o ba ` a MDa o M ka o ba ocana o yaa ]p–laa[sa o Msa dona o koko Baart ma o M Apna o ba ` a MDa o M ka o ba ocana o yaa ]p–laa[sa o Msa dona o koko Baart ma o M Apna o ba ` a MDa o M ka o ba ocana o yaa ]p–laa[sa o Msa dona o koko Baart ma o M Apna o ba ` a MDa o M ka o ba ocana o yaa ]p–laa[sa o Msa dona o koko Baart ma o M Apna o ba ` a MDa o M ka o ba ocana o yaa ]p–laa[sa o Msa dona o ko
sa Mklp ka o majaba Ut kro Mga o.sa Mklp ka o majaba Ut kro Mga o.sa Mklp ka o majaba Ut kro Mga o.sa Mklp ka o majaba Ut kro Mga o.sa Mklp ka o majaba Ut kro Mga o.

p u n a It gaa o y an aka ka o AaScaya -janak saflatap u n a It gaa o y an aka ka o AaScaya -janak saflatap u n a It gaa o y an aka ka o AaScaya -janak saflatap u n a It gaa o y an aka ka o AaScaya -janak saflatap u n a It gaa o y an aka ka o AaScaya -janak saflata
 p`itBa U it ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´p`itBa U it ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´p`itBa U it ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´p`itBa U it ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´p`itBa U it ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³esaeTI´ na o 30 A@TUbar30 A@TUbar30 A@TUbar30 A@TUbar30 A@TUbar

20232023202320232023 kao saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI ko 14 Agast 2023ko 14 Agast 2023ko 14 Agast 2023ko 14 Agast 2023ko 14 Agast 2023 ko AadoSa kao r_ kr idyaa¸
ijasamaoM kuC esaolaesaolaesaolaesaolaesaola ga`up kI kMpinayaaoM maoM kiqat iva<aIya gaD,baiD,yaaoM ko jaaMca
ko ma_onajar jaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaoja ko EaI punaIt gaaoyanakaEaI punaIt gaaoyanakaEaI punaIt gaaoyanakaEaI punaIt gaaoyanakaEaI punaIt gaaoyanaka

kao jaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-ela saiht saUcaIbaw saMsqaaAaoM maoM p`mauK
inadoSak pd saMBaalanao sao raok idyaa gayaa hO.
 maIiDyaa nao esaeTI ko hvaalao sao kha hO:
]prao@t ko ma_onajar¸ saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI ko AadoSa kao kayama
nahIM rKa jaa sakta AaOr r_ ikyaa jaata hO.saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI
Wara 14 AgastWara 14 AgastWara 14 AgastWara 14 AgastWara 14 Agast kao pairt puiYTkrNa AadoSa kao
r_ kr idyaa gayaa hO.ApIla svaIkar kI jaatI hO¸
halaaMik¸ ApIlakta- cala rhI jaaMca maoM sahyaaoga kroMgao.
 ivastRt AadoSa kI ilaKo jaanao tk p̀tIxaa

hO.ifr BaI¸ saobaI ]ccatma nyaayaalaya maoM sao ek vaOQaainak ApIla dayar krogaI
@yaaoMik saobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaIsaobaI AQyaxa Wara pairt A%yaMt ivastRt puiYTkrNa AadoSa pr
ivacaar krto hue esaeTI Wara [sa trh ka AadoSa pairt krnaa Asaamaanya hO.

 [sasa o  Ea I ga a o y a n aka ko ilae ja oD[ -[ -ela k o p ` b a M Q a in ad oSak[sasa o  Ea I ga a o y a n aka ko ilae ja oD[ -[ -ela k o p ` b a M Q a in ad oSak[sasa o  Ea I ga a o y a n aka ko ilae ja oD[ -[ -ela k o p ` b a M Q a in ad oSak[sasa o  Ea I ga a o y a n aka ko ilae ja oD[ -[ -ela k o p ` b a M Q a in ad oSak[sasa o  Ea I ga a o y a n aka ko ilae ja oD[ -[ -ela k o p ` b a M Q a in ad oSak
AaOr saI[-Aao ko $p mao M ifr sao kama Sau$ krnao AaOr saaonaI koAaOr saI[-Aao ko $p mao M ifr sao kama Sau$ krnao AaOr saaonaI koAaOr saI[-Aao ko $p mao M ifr sao kama Sau$ krnao AaOr saaonaI koAaOr saI[-Aao ko $p mao M ifr sao kama Sau$ krnao AaOr saaonaI koAaOr saI[-Aao ko $p mao M ifr sao kama Sau$ krnao AaOr saaonaI ko
saaqa ivalaya ko baad maIiDyaa Aa Or manaa or Mjana xa o~ ma o M  sabasa os a aqa ivalaya ko baad maIiDyaa Aa Or manaa or Mjana xa o~ ma o M  sabasa os a aqa ivalaya ko baad maIiDyaa Aa Or manaa or Mjana xa o~ ma o M  sabasa os a aqa ivalaya ko baad maIiDyaa Aa Or manaa or Mjana xa o~ ma o M  sabasa os a aqa ivalaya ko baad maIiDyaa Aa Or manaa or Mjana xa o~ ma o M  sabasa o
baD ,I ivalaya vaalaI sa MsqaaAa o M ma o M  sa o ek ka p`ma uK banana o kabaD ,I ivalaya vaalaI sa MsqaaAa o M ma o M  sa o ek ka p`ma uK banana o kabaD ,I ivalaya vaalaI sa MsqaaAa o M ma o M  sa o ek ka p`ma uK banana o kabaD ,I ivalaya vaalaI sa MsqaaAa o M ma o M  sa o ek ka p`ma uK banana o kabaD ,I ivalaya vaalaI sa MsqaaAa o M ma o M  sa o ek ka p`ma uK banana o ka
m a a g a -  p ` S a st ha o n a a  c a a ihe.Aaga o  G aTn a aËma k o AaQa ar prm a a g a -  p ` S a st ha o n a a  c a a ihe.Aaga o  G aTn a aËma k o AaQa ar prm a a g a -  p ` S a st ha o n a a  c a a ihe.Aaga o  G aTn a aËma k o AaQa ar prm a a g a -  p ` S a st ha o n a a  c a a ihe.Aaga o  G aTn a aËma k o AaQa ar prm a a g a -  p ` S a st ha o n a a  c a a ihe.Aaga o  G aTn a aËma k o AaQa ar pr
ivalaya p `iËyaa caala U iva<aIya vaYa - kI caa OqaI itmaahI ma o M  p UrIivalaya p `iËyaa caala U iva<aIya vaYa - kI caa OqaI itmaahI ma o M  p UrIivalaya p `iËyaa caala U iva<aIya vaYa - kI caa OqaI itmaahI ma o M  p UrIivalaya p `iËyaa caala U iva<aIya vaYa - kI caa OqaI itmaahI ma o M  p UrIivalaya p `iËyaa caala U iva<aIya vaYa - kI caa OqaI itmaahI ma o M  p UrI
ha o  jaan a I caa ihe.ha o jaan a I caa ihe.ha o jaan a I caa ihe.ha o jaan a I caa ihe.ha o jaan a I caa ihe.

MR PUNIT GOENKA
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baIºbaIºbaIºbaIºbaIº T/a[- p`saarNa ivainayama AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao - M kaoT/a[- p`saarNa ivainayama AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao - M kaoT/a[- p`saarNa ivainayama AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao - M kaoT/a[- p`saarNa ivainayama AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao - M kaoT/a[- p`saarNa ivainayama AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao - M kao
kvar nahIM krto hOM jaao maIiDyaa pirdRSya mao Mkvar nahIM krto hOM jaao maIiDyaa pirdRSya mao Mkvar nahIM krto hOM jaao maIiDyaa pirdRSya mao Mkvar nahIM krto hOM jaao maIiDyaa pirdRSya mao Mkvar nahIM krto hOM jaao maIiDyaa pirdRSya mao M
ek nayaI galatI kao Kaolata hOek nayaI galatI kao Kaolata hOek nayaI galatI kao Kaolata hOek nayaI galatI kao Kaolata hOek nayaI galatI kao Kaolata hO

 A@TUb ar 2023 ma o M  d Urs a M c a ar¸ iv av a ad in apTan a Aa OrA@T Ub ar 2023 ma o M  d Urs a M c a ar¸ iv av a ad in apTan a Aa OrA@T Ub ar 2023 ma o M  d Urs a M c a ar¸ iv av a ad in apTan a Aa OrA@T Ub ar 2023 ma o M  d Urs a M c a ar¸ iv av a ad in apTan a Aa OrA@T Ub ar 2023 ma o M  d Urs a M c a ar¸ iv av a ad in apTan a Aa Or
ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³TIDIesaeTI´ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³TIDIesaeTI´ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³TIDIesaeTI´ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³TIDIesaeTI´ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa ³TIDIesaeTI´ nao ek mah%vapUNa-
fOsalaa jaarI ikyaa¸ ijasamao M kha gayaa ik Aaovar–d–Ta^pAaovar–d–Ta^pAaovar–d–Ta^pAaovar–d–Ta^pAaovar–d–Ta^p

³AaoTITI´³AaoTITI´³AaoTITI´³AaoTITI´³AaoTITI´ PlaoTfa^ma- BaartIya dUrsaMcaarBaartIya dUrsaMcaarBaartIya dUrsaMcaarBaartIya dUrsaMcaarBaartIya dUrsaMcaar
i n a y a a m ak p ` a i Q akrNa ³T / a[ -´i n a y a a m ak p ` a i Q akrNa ³T / a[ -´i n a y a a m ak p ` a i Q akrNa ³T / a[ -´i n a y a a m ak p ` a i Q akrNa ³T / a[ -´i n a y a a m ak p ` a i Q akrNa ³T / a[ -´ k o
AiQakar xao~ maoM nahIM Aato hOM.

 yah fOsalaa Aa^la [MiDyaaAa^la [MiDyaaAa^la [MiDyaaAa^la [MiDyaaAa^la [MiDyaa
iDij aTla k o b al a f oDr oS a n aiDij aTla k o b al a f oDr oS a n aiDij aTla k o b al a f oDr oS a n aiDij aTla k o b al a f oDr oS a n aiDij aTla k o b al a f oDr oS a n a
³eAa[ -DIsaIef´³eAa[ -DIsaIef´³eAa[ -DIsaIef´³eAa[ -DIsaIef´³eAa[ -DIsaIef´ Wara dayar ek
yaaicaka ko javaaba mao M Aayaa¸ ijasamao M
Aaraop lagaayaa gayaa qaa ik maaobaa[la
]pkrNaa o M  pr iDjn a I  sTariDjn a I  sTariDjn a I  sTariDjn a I  sTariDjn a I  sTar kI
Aa[-saIsaI iËkoTAa[-saIsaI iËkoTAa[-saIsaI iËkoTAa[-saIsaI iËkoTAa[-saIsaI iËkoT ivaSvakpivaSvakpivaSvakpivaSvakpivaSvakp maOcaaoM kI
mauFt sT/IimaMga T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- inayamaaoM ko tht BaodBaava
qaI.

 eAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIef ko vairYz
vakIla nao tk- idyaa qaa ik p`itvaadI
emaesaAao sao sTar spaoT\-sa Saulk lao rha
hO.[sako ivaprIt¸ yah iDjnaI–ha^TsTariDjnaI–ha^TsTariDjnaI–ha^TsTariDjnaI–ha^TsTariDjnaI–ha^TsTar
maa obaa[la eiPlakoSana pr ivaSvakp
iËkoT saiht sTar spaoT\sa-sTar spaoT\sa-sTar spaoT\sa-sTar spaoT\sa-sTar spaoT\sa- ko mauFt
p`saarNa kI Anaumait dota hO.yah tk-
idyaa gayaa hO ik ]sa isqait maoM̧  sTarsTarsTarsTarsTar

spaoT\-saspaoT\-saspaoT\-saspaoT\-saspaoT\-sa kao emaesaAaoemaesaAaoemaesaAaoemaesaAaoemaesaAao kao BaI ina:Saulk p`dana ikyaa jaanaa
caaihe.

 sTar iDjnaIsTar iDjnaIsTar iDjnaIsTar iDjnaIsTar iDjnaI ko vairYz vakIla nao p`itvaad ikyaa ik p`itvaadI¸
ek p`saarNa naoTvak- AaOr ek AaoTITIAaoTITIAaoTITIAaoTITIAaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- ka maailak hO̧
dao TaopI phnata hO.2017 ko ivainayamaao M ko ivainayamana 22017 ko ivainayamaao M ko ivainayamana 22017 ko ivainayamaao M ko ivainayamana 22017 ko ivainayamaao M ko ivainayamana 22017 ko ivainayamaao M ko ivainayamana 2
³Aar´ ³Aar´ ³Aar´ ³Aar´ ³Aar´ ko Anausaar¸ AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- kI
pirBaaYaa maoM Saaimala nahIM hO.TIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoT ivainayamaaoM kao daobaara nahIM
ilaK sakta hO.

 TIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoTTIDIsaoT nao maanaa ik AaoTITI PlaoTfamaao-MAaoTITI PlaoTfamaao-MAaoTITI PlaoTfamaao-MAaoTITI PlaoTfamaao-MAaoTITI PlaoTfamaao-M kao koMd` sarkar sao
laa[saoMsa yaa pMjaIkrNa kI AavaSyakta nahIM hO¸ @yaaoMik vao
TIvaI caOnala nahIM hO.TIDIesaeTITIDIesaeTITIDIesaeTITIDIesaeTITIDIesaeTI nao maanaa ik AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-

B. TRAI BROADCAST
REGULATIONS DO NOT COVER
‘OTT  PLATFORMS’  OPENS A
NEW FAULTLINE IN THE
MEDIA SCENARIO

 In October 2023, the Telecom Disputes Settlement
and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) issued a
significant ruling stating
that over-the-top (OTT)
platforms  do not  fal l
under the jurisdiction of
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI).

 This rul ing came in
response to a petition filed
by the All India Digital
Cable Federation
(AIDCF), which alleged
that Disney Star's free
streaming of  ICC
Cricket  World Cup
matches on mobile
devices was
discr iminatory under
TRAI regulations.

 The AIDCF  senior
counsel had argued that
the respondent  is
charging Star Sports
from the MSOs .  In
contrast, it allows free
telecasts of Star Sports, including World Cup
cricket, on the Disney Hotstar mobile application.
It was argued that in that case, Star Sports should
be provided free of charge to the MSOs, too.

 The Star Disney senior counsel countered that
the respondent, owning a broadcasting network
and an OTT  platform, wears two hats. As per
Regulation 2 (r) of the 2017 regulations, the OTT
platform is not covered by the definition of a
distribution platform. TDSAT cannot rewrite the
regulation.

 The TDSAT held that OTT Platforms do not need
a l icence or  regis trat ion from the Central
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Government as they are not TV Channels. TDSAT
held that  OTT platforms are covered by the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

 The platforms are not  covered by various
definition clauses of the TRAI Act and Explanatory
Memorandum of 2017 Regulations.

COMMENT

 While this is an interim order, the discriminatory
treatment of Cable and DTH customers gets
unexpected judicial support.

 While AIDCF may or may not approach the
Supreme Court to reverse the TDSAT order, as
interim orders rarely get stayed in the Supreme
Court, it should ring alarm bells in TRAI, MIB,
and MIETY.

 Maintaining a level playing field is vital for the
healthy growth of the communication industry. TRAI
has striven to keep an even balance for the past 20
years.

C. IS THE TIME RIGHT FOR
ANOTHER REVAMP OF
BROADCASTING AND CABLE
REGULATIONS BY TRAI?

 Phase-wise digitalisation of the Indian cable
industry started in the summer of 2012 and took
three years to complete. Regulations to govern the
digital firmament took five years.

 The 2017 Digital Tariff Order and Interconnection
Regulations  were meant to provide:
 “Transparency, non-discrimination, non-

exclusivity for all stakeholders in the value
chain,

 Adequate and real choice to subscribers/
customers and,

 Alignment of commercial interests of
Broadcasters and distributors of television
channels to enable the distributors of television
channels to recover their network and
distribution cost and the Broadcasters to
monetise their channel prices.”

sa Ucanaa p`a OVaoigakI ³maQyavatI- idSaainado -Sa AaOr iDijaTlasa Ucanaa p`a OVaoigakI ³maQyavatI- idSaainado -Sa AaOr iDijaTlasa Ucanaa p`a OVaoigakI ³maQyavatI- idSaainado -Sa AaOr iDijaTlasa Ucanaa p`a OVaoigakI ³maQyavatI- idSaainado -Sa AaOr iDijaTlasa Ucanaa p`a OVaoigakI ³maQyavatI- idSaainado -Sa AaOr iDijaTla
maIiDyaa Aacaar saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 maIiDyaa Aacaar saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 maIiDyaa Aacaar saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 maIiDyaa Aacaar saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 maIiDyaa Aacaar saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 ko AMtga-t Aato
hOM.

 Pla oTfa^ma - T /a[ - AiQainayamaT /a[ - AiQainayamaT /a[ - AiQainayamaT /a[ - AiQainayamaT /a[ - AiQainayama AaOr 2017 ko vyaa#yaa%mak2017 ko vyaa#yaa%mak2017 ko vyaa#yaa%mak2017 ko vyaa#yaa%mak2017 ko vyaa#yaa%mak
&apna ko ivaiBanna pirBaaYaa KMDaoM&apna ko ivaiBanna pirBaaYaa KMDaoM&apna ko ivaiBanna pirBaaYaa KMDaoM&apna ko ivaiBanna pirBaaYaa KMDaoM&apna ko ivaiBanna pirBaaYaa KMDaoM Wara kvar nahIM ikyao gayao
hO.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
 halaaMik¸ yah ek AMtirma AadoSa hO¸ kobala AaOr DITIeca

ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa BaodBaavapUNa- vyavahar kao Ap`%yaaiSat nyaaiyak
samaqa-na imalata hO.

 halaaMik eAa[-DIsaIef TIDIsaOT ko AadoSaaoM kao plaTnao ko ilae
saup`Ima kaoT- ka $K kr BaI sakto hOM AaOr nahIM BaI¸ @yaaoMik saup`Ima
kaoT- maoM AMtirma AadoSaaoM pr Saayad hI kBaI raok lagaayaI jaatI hO̧
[sasao T/a[-̧  emaAa[-baI AaOr emaAa[-[-TIvaa[- maoM Ktro kI GaMTI
bajanaI caaihe.

 saMcaar ]Vaoga ko svasqya ivakasa ko ilae samaana Avasar banaayao
rKnaa mah%vapUNa- hO.T/a[- nao ipClao 20 vaYaao-M sao eksamaana saMtulana
banaayao rKnao ka p`yaasa ikyaa hO.

saIºsaIºsaIºsaIºsaIº @yaa T/a[- Wara p`saarNa AaOr kobala@yaa T/a[- Wara p`saarNa AaOr kobala@yaa T/a[- Wara p`saarNa AaOr kobala@yaa T/a[- Wara p`saarNa AaOr kobala@yaa T/a[- Wara p`saarNa AaOr kobala
ivainayamaao M mao M ek AaOr sauQaar ka samayaivainayamaao M mao M ek AaOr sauQaar ka samayaivainayamaao M mao M ek AaOr sauQaar ka samayaivainayamaao M mao M ek AaOr sauQaar ka samayaivainayamaao M mao M ek AaOr sauQaar ka samaya
sahI hO.ÆsahI hO.ÆsahI hO.ÆsahI hO.ÆsahI hO.Æ

 BaartIya kobala ]Vaoga ka carNavaar iDijaTlaIkrNa 20122012201220122012 kI
gaima-yaaoM maoM Sau$ huAa AaOr [sao pUra haonao maoM tIna saala lagao.iDijaTla
AakaSa kao inayaMi~t krnao ko ilae ivainayamaaoM maoM paMca saala laga
gayao.

 2017 ma o M  iDijaTla T O irf Aa ^D -r Aa Or [ MTrkna o@Sana2017 ma o M  iDijaTla T O irf Aa ^D -r Aa Or [ MTrkna o@Sana2017 ma o M  iDijaTla T O irf Aa ^D -r Aa Or [ MTrkna o@Sana2017 ma o M  iDijaTla T O irf Aa ^D -r Aa Or [ MTrkna o@Sana2017 ma o M  iDijaTla T O irf Aa ^D -r Aa Or [ MTrkna o@Sana
AiQainayamaAiQainayamaAiQainayamaAiQainayamaAiQainayama ka ]_oSya qaa:
 maUlya EaRMKlaa maoM saBaI iht QaarkaoM ko ilae pardiSa-ta¸pardiSa-ta¸pardiSa-ta¸pardiSa-ta¸pardiSa-ta¸ gaOr

BaodBaava¸ gaOr–ivaiSaYTta
 ]pBaao@taÀga`ahkaoM ko ilae pyaa-Pt AaOr vaastivak ivaklppyaa-Pt AaOr vaastivak ivaklppyaa-Pt AaOr vaastivak ivaklppyaa-Pt AaOr vaastivak ivaklppyaa-Pt AaOr vaastivak ivaklp

AaOr
 TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko p`saarkaoM AaOr ivatrkaoM ko vyavasaaiyakvyavasaaiyakvyavasaaiyakvyavasaaiyakvyavasaaiyak

ihtaoM ka saMroKNaihtaoM ka saMroKNaihtaoM ka saMroKNaihtaoM ka saMroKNaihtaoM ka saMroKNa¸ taik TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ivatrkaoM kao
Apnao naoTvak- AaOr ivatrNa laagat kI vasaUlaI krnao maoM saxama
banaayaa jaa sako AaOr p`saarkaoM kao Apnao caOnala kI kImataoM ka
maud`IkrNa krnao maoM saxama banaayaa jaa sako.
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 Broadcasters failed in their appeals to the Madras
High Court and Supreme Court, which upheld the
right of TRAI to regulate Broadcasters and DPOs
in its seminal judgment of 30.10.2018.

 The new
Regulations took
effect in 2019,
but just a year
later, before the
changeover took
full effect, TRAI
amended the
regulations in
January 2020,
claiming its
benefits were not
r e a c h i n g
consumers.

 This led to another spate of litigation in the Bombay
High Court, which upheld the new regulations in
June 2021. The Supreme Court refused an interim
stay, leading to the withdrawal of the petition.

 Finally, the Regulations were again amended in
November 2022, wherein TRAI observed:
 The Authority believes broadcasters should be

given complete freedom and business
flexibili ty to monetise their channels.
Accordingly,  continuing its l ight touch
approach regarding the pricing of channels,
the Authority has decided not to prescribe a
ceiling on the MRP of pay channels.
Broadcasters are expected to price their
channels reasonably, ensuring the benefits of
digitisation to the subscribers.

 New amendments favouring Broadcasters were
hailed by them and assailed by Cable DPOs, leading
to another round of litigation in the Kerala High
Court, which rejected the challenges by All India
Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) in April 2023.

NEW CONSULTATION PAPER

 AIDCF and Cable Organisations felt that while
favouring Broadcasters in the 2022 Tariff
Amendments, TRAI had ignored the demands of
DPOS. Finally, a new Consultation Paper was issued
on August 8, 2023, on distribution issues:

 p`saark mad`asa ]cca nyaayaalayamad`asa ]cca nyaayaalayamad`asa ]cca nyaayaalayamad`asa ]cca nyaayaalayamad`asa ]cca nyaayaalaya AaOr saup`Ima kaoT-saup`Ima kaoT-saup`Ima kaoT-saup`Ima kaoT-saup`Ima kaoT- mao M ApnaI
ApIla maoM ivafla rho̧  ijasanao 30º10º201830º10º201830º10º201830º10º201830º10º2018 ko Apnao maaOilak
fOsalao maoM p`saarkaoM AaOr DIpIAao kao ivainayaimat krnao ko T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[- ko

AiQakar kao barkrar rKa.
 n a y a o
AiQainayama¸AiQainayama¸AiQainayama¸AiQainayama¸AiQainayama¸ 20192019201920192019 sao p`BaavaI
hue¸ laoikna badlaava ko pUNa-
$p sao p`BaavaI haonao sao zIk
ek saala baad¸ T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- nao janavarIjanavarIjanavarIjanavarIjanavarI
20202020202020202020 maoM inayamaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana
ikyaa¸ yah davaa krto hue ik
[saka laaBa ]pBaao@taAaoM tk
nahIM phuMca rha hO.
 [sasao baa^mbao ha[-baa^mbao ha[-baa^mbao ha[-baa^mbao ha[-baa^mbao ha[-
kaoT-kaoT-kaoT-kaoT-kaoT- maoM maukdmaobaajaI ka ek

AaOr isalaisalaa Sau$ hao gayaa¸ ijasanao jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021 maoM nayao inayama ko
barkrar rKa.saup`Ima kaoT- nao AMtirma raok sao [Mkar kr idyaa¸
ijasako calato yaaicaka vaapsa lao laI gayaI.

 AMtt: navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022 maoM ivainayamaaoM maoM ifr sao saMSaaoQana ikyaa
gayaa¸ ijasamaoM T/a[- nao kha:
 p`aiQakrNa ka maananaa hO ik p`saarkaoM kao Apnao caOnalaaoM sao

kmaayaI krnao kI pUrI AajaadI AaOr vyavasaaiyak lacaIlaapna
idyaa jaanaa caaihe.td\nausaar caOnalaaoM ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa ko
saMbaMQa maoM Apnao hlko spSa- dRiYTkaoNa kao jaarI rKto hue¸
p`aiQakrNa nao po caOnalaaoM ko emaAarpI pr kao[- saImaa inaQaa-irt
nahIM krnao ka inaNa-ya ilayaa hO.p`saarkaoM sao Apoxaa kI jaatI
hO ik vao Apnao caOnalaaoM kI kImat ]icat rKoM̧  taik ga`ahkaoM
ko iDijaTlaIkrNa ka laaBa sauinaiScat hao sako.

 p̀saarkaoM ko pxa maoM nayao saMSaaoQanaaoM ka ]nako Wara svaagat ikyaa gayaa
AaOr kobala AaOr DIpIAao Wara Aalaaocanaa kI gayaI¸  ijasako karNa
korla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM maukdmaobaajaI ka ek AaOr daOr Sau$
huAa¸ ijasanao Ap̀Ola 2023Ap̀Ola 2023Ap̀Ola 2023Ap̀Ola 2023Ap̀Ola 2023 maoM Aâla [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana
³eAa[-DIsaIef´³eAa[-DIsaIef´³eAa[-DIsaIef´³eAa[-DIsaIef´³eAa[-DIsaIef´ Wara caunaaOityaaoM kao Kairja kr idyaa.

nayaa pramaSa - p~nayaa pramaSa - p~nayaa pramaSa - p~nayaa pramaSa - p~nayaa pramaSa - p~
 eAa[-DIsaIef AaOr kobala saMgaznaaoM nao mahsaUsa ikyaa ik 20222022202220222022

TOirf saMSaaoQanaaoMTOirf saMSaaoQanaaoMTOirf saMSaaoQanaaoMTOirf saMSaaoQanaaoMTOirf saMSaaoQanaaoM maoM p`saarkaoM ka pxa laoto hue¸ T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[- nao DIpIAao
kI maaMgaaoM kao najarAMdaja kr idyaa qaa.AMtt: ivatrNa mau_aoM pr
8 Agast 20238 Agast 20238 Agast 20238 Agast 20238 Agast 2023 kao ek nayaa pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~ jaarI ikyaa gayaa:
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 Should the current Rs 130/- ceiling on NCF
be reviewed and revised?

 Should there be a provision to mandatorily
provide the Free to Air News / Non-News /
Newly Launched channels available on the
platform of a DPO to all the subscribers?

 Should Tariff Order 2017, Interconnection
Regulations 2017 and Quality of Service
Regulations 2017 be made applicable to non-
addressable distribution platforms such as DD
Free Dish?

RESPONSES OF INDUSTRY

 AIDCF expressed unhappiness with the new
Consultative paper in two ways. It filed a detailed
response to TRAI stating that :
 There is an urgent need  to revisit  and

appropriately adjust the NTO 2017 provisions
to align them with the overarching licensing
framework. This can be accomplished by
requiring Broadcasters to cap their channel
MRP at the DPO wholesale price.

 Further, the DPOs
create a unique
and specialised
service; therefore,
the DPO can only
decide the retail
price of the
service, including
the price of the TV channel included in its
service.

 Escalating subscription costs have resulted in
DPOs losing millions of subscribers each
quarter.  This trend casts doubt on the
sustainability of the DPO’s business model
under the current Regulatory framework.

 DD Free Dish operates outside the Regulatory
ambit that governs all DPOs, creating an
imbalance in the playing field. Beyond the
challenges posed to other DPOs, DD Free Dish
restricts consumer choice.

 Apart from these responses, AIDCF  filed a writ
petition in the Delhi High Court taking up these
and other issues, including pay channel sports
content being provided free on OTT.

 @yaa enasaIef enasaIef enasaIef enasaIef enasaIef pr maaOjaUda 130 Épyao 130 Épyao 130 Épyao 130 Épyao 130 Épyao kI saImaa kI
samaIxaa AaOr saMSaaoQana ikyaa jaanaa caaiheÆ

 @yaa saBaI ga`ahkao kao DIpIAao ko PlaoTfa^ma- pr ]plabQa ÍIÍIÍIÍIÍI
TU eyar nyaUjaÀnaa^na nyaUjaÀnayao laa^ncaTU eyar nyaUjaÀnaa^na nyaUjaÀnayao laa^ncaTU eyar nyaUjaÀnaa^na nyaUjaÀnayao laa^ncaTU eyar nyaUjaÀnaa^na nyaUjaÀnayao laa^ncaTU eyar nyaUjaÀnaa^na nyaUjaÀnayao laa^nca ikyao gayao caOnala
Ainavaaya- $p sao ]plabQa kranao ka p`avaQaana haonaa caaiheÆ

 @yaa T Oirf AaD-r 2017¸ [ MTrkna o@Sana ivainayamaT O irf AaD-r 2017¸ [ MTrkna o@Sana ivainayamaT O irf AaD-r 2017¸ [ MTrkna o@Sana ivainayamaT O irf AaD-r 2017¸ [ MTrkna o@Sana ivainayamaT O irf AaD-r 2017¸ [ MTrkna o@Sana ivainayama
2017 AaOr sa ovaa kI ga uNava<aa ivainayama 20172017 AaOr sa ovaa kI ga uNava<aa ivainayama 20172017 AaOr sa ovaa kI ga uNava<aa ivainayama 20172017 AaOr sa ovaa kI ga uNava<aa ivainayama 20172017 AaOr sa ovaa kI ga uNava<aa ivainayama 2017 kao
DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa jaOsao gaOr eD/osaobala ivatrNa PlaoTfa^maao-M Wara
laagaU ikyaa jaanaa caaiheÆ

]Vaoga kI p`itiËyaaya o M]Vaoga kI p`itiËyaaya o M]Vaoga kI p`itiËyaaya o M]Vaoga kI p`itiËyaaya o M]Vaoga kI p`itiËyaaya o M
 eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef nao nayao pramaSa- p~ pr dao trh sao naaKuSaI

jaaihr kI¸ [sanao T/a[- kao ek ivastRt javaaba daiKla krto hue
kha ik:
 vyaapk laa[saoMisaMga Z,aMcao ko saaqa saMroiKt krnao ko ilae

enaTIAao 2017enaTIAao 2017enaTIAao 2017enaTIAao 2017enaTIAao 2017 p`avaQaanaaoM kao ifr sao doKnao AaOr ]icat
$p sao t%kala samaayaaoijak krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.p`saarkaoM
kao Apnao caOnala kI emaAarpI kao DIpIAao qaaok maUlyaDIpIAao qaaok maUlyaDIpIAao qaaok maUlyaDIpIAao qaaok maUlyaDIpIAao qaaok maUlya pr
saIimat krnao kI AavaSyakta ko Wara [sao pUra ikyaa jaa

sakta hO.
 [sako Alaavaa¸ DIpIAao ek
AnaUzI AaOr ivaiSaYT saovaa banaato hOM̧
[sailae DIpIAao kovala saovaa ka Kudra
maUlya tya kr sakto hOM̧  ijasamaoM ]sakI
saovaa maoM Saaimala TIvaI caOnala kI kImat

BaI Saaimala hO.
 baZ,tI sadsyata laagat ko pirNaamasva$p DIpIAao kao p`%yaok

itmaahI maoM laaKaoM ga`ahk Kaonaa pD, rha hO.yah p`vaRi<a maaOjaUda
inayaamak Z,aMcao ko tht DIpIAao ko ibajanaosa maa^Dla kI isqarta
pr saMdoh pOda krtI hO.

 DIDI ÍI iDSaDIDI ÍI iDSaDIDI ÍI iDSaDIDI ÍI iDSaDIDI ÍI iDSa saBaI DIpIAao kao inayaMi~t krnao vaalao
inayaamak dayaro ko baahr kama krta hO̧  ijasasao Kola ko maOdana
maoM AsaMtulana pOda haota hO.Anya DIpIAao ko saamanao Aanao
vaalaI caunaaOityaaoM sao pro̧  DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa DIDI ÍI iDSa ]pBaao@ta kI psaMd
kao p`itbaMiQat krta hO.

 [na p`itiËyaaAaoM ko Alaavaa¸ eAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIef nao [na AaOr Anya
mau_aoM kao ]zato hue idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM ek irT yaaicaka
dayar kI¸ ijasamaoM po caOnala Kola saamaga`I kao AaoTITI pr mauFt
p`dana ikyaa jaana BaI Saaimala hO.
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 In sharp contrast, Broadcasters under the aegis of
the Indian Broadcasting and Digital Federation
(IBDF)   asked for  more
deregulation :
  Given the existence of

sufficient competition in
the market, we strongly
recommend the removal of
all economic regulations
in forming bouquets for
both Broadcasters and
DPOs.

 India’s largest DTH Network, Tata Play, demanded
that:
 NCF should be done away with. The DPOs

understand the subscribers best and can devise
plans closest to subscribers' paying capacity
and interest.

COMMENT

 Constant t inkering with the Broadcast
Regulations from 2019 has caused great angst in
the Cable and DTH industry and led to myriad
changes in the subscriber management systems.

 The IBDF President claimed in a newspaper
interview in  December 2022 that:
 The new changes introduced by Trai in NTO

2.0 are a great win-win situation for the
entire industry and the Regulator. They have
partially addressed the issue, as our demand
is always Regulatory forbearance.

 So, the battles with TRAI continue.
 Meanwhile, according to the latest data provided

by TRAI, the current pecking order of pay
subscribers has shifted to DTH Networks with
65.25 million subscribers; Cable Subscribers are
64 million; DD Free Dish TV has 45 million
“free” subscribers; and HITS is poor 2 million.

 So, has the decline of Cable started? Time will
tell. 

 [sako zIk ivaprIt [MiDyana ba `a ^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla[MiDyana ba `a ^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla[MiDyana ba `a ^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla[MiDyana ba `a ^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla[MiDyana ba `a ^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla
foDroSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´foDroSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´foDroSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´foDroSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´foDroSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ ko t%vaavaQaana maoM
p`saarkaoM nao AaOr AiQak ivainayamanaAiQak ivainayamanaAiQak ivainayamanaAiQak ivainayamanaAiQak ivainayamana kI maaMga
kI:
 baajaar maoM pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa- ko Aist%va
kao doKto hue hma p`saarkaoM AaOr DIpIAao
daonaaoM ko ilae bauko banaanao maoM saBaI Aaiqa-k
inayamaaoM kao hTanao kI dRZ,ta sao AnausaMSaa krto
hO M.
 Baart ko sabasao baD,o DITIeca naoTvak-̧

TaTa PlaoTaTa PlaoTaTa PlaoTaTa PlaoTaTa Plao nao maaMga kI ik:
 enasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIef kao K%ma ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.DIpIAaoDIpIAaoDIpIAaoDIpIAaoDIpIAao ga`ahkaoM

kao sabasao AcCI trh samaJato hOM AaOr ga`ahkaoM kI Baugatana
xamata AaOr byaaja ko sabasao krIba yaaojanaayaoM tOyaar kr sakto
hOM.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I

 µ2019 sao p`saark inayamaaoM ko saaqa lagatar CoD,CaD, sao kobala
AaOr DITIeca ]Vaoga maoM BaarI naarajagaI pOda hu[- hO AaOr ga`ahk
p`baMQana p`NaailayaaoM maoM AsaM#ya badlaava hue hOM.

 Aa[-baIDIef AQyaxa nao idsaMbar 2022 maoM ek AKbaar ko
saaxaa%kar maoM davaa ikyaa ik:
 enaTIAao 2º0 maoM T/a[- Wara poSa ikyao gayao nayao badlaava pUro

]Vaoga AaOr inayaamak ko ilae ek baD,I jaIt kI isqait
hO.]nhaoMnao [sa mau_o kao AaMiSak $p sao saMbaaoiQat ikyaa hO̧
@yaaoMik hmaarI maaMga hmaoSaa inayaamak sahnaSaIlata kI hO.

 tao̧  T/a[- ko saaqa laD,a[- jaarI hO.
 [sa ba Ica T / a[ -  Wara ]plabQa kraya o  g aya o  n av a I n atma[sa ba Ica T / a[ -  Wara ]plabQa kraya o  g aya o  n av a I n atma[sa ba Ica T / a[ -  Wara ]plabQa kraya o  g aya o  n av a I n atma[sa ba Ica T / a[ -  Wara ]plabQa kraya o  g aya o  n av a I n atma[sa ba Ica T / a[ -  Wara ]plabQa kraya o  g aya o  n av a I n atma

AaMkD,ao M ko Anausaar¸ po ga`ahkaoM ka vat-maana Ëma 65º25AaMkD,ao M ko Anausaar¸ po ga`ahkaoM ka vat-maana Ëma 65º25AaMkD,ao M ko Anausaar¸ po ga`ahkaoM ka vat-maana Ëma 65º25AaMkD,ao M ko Anausaar¸ po ga`ahkaoM ka vat-maana Ëma 65º25AaMkD,ao M ko Anausaar¸ po ga`ahkaoM ka vat-maana Ëma 65º25
imailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa DITIeca naoTvak- pr sqaanaaMtirtimailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa DITIeca naoTvak- pr sqaanaaMtirtimailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa DITIeca naoTvak- pr sqaanaaMtirtimailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa DITIeca naoTvak- pr sqaanaaMtirtimailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa DITIeca naoTvak- pr sqaanaaMtirt
hao gayaa hO¸ kobala sabsaËa[bar 64 imailayana hO M¸ DIDIhao gayaa hO¸ kobala sabsaËa[bar 64 imailayana hO M¸ DIDIhao gayaa hO¸ kobala sabsaËa[bar 64 imailayana hO M¸ DIDIhao gayaa hO¸ kobala sabsaËa[bar 64 imailayana hO M¸ DIDIhao gayaa hO¸ kobala sabsaËa[bar 64 imailayana hO M¸ DIDI
ÍI iDSa ko pasa 45 imailayana ‘ÍI’ ga ` ahk hO M Aa OrÍI iDSa ko pasa 45 imailayana ‘ÍI’ ga ` ahk hO M Aa OrÍI iDSa ko pasa 45 imailayana ‘ÍI’ ga ` ahk hO M Aa OrÍI iDSa ko pasa 45 imailayana ‘ÍI’ ga ` ahk hO M Aa OrÍI iDSa ko pasa 45 imailayana ‘ÍI’ ga ` ahk hO M Aa Or
ihT\sa ko pasa maa~ 2 imailayana hO M.ihT\sa ko pasa maa~ 2 imailayana hO M.ihT\sa ko pasa maa~ 2 imailayana hO M.ihT\sa ko pasa maa~ 2 imailayana hO M.ihT\sa ko pasa maa~ 2 imailayana hO M.

 tao @yaa kobala ka ptna Sau$ hao gayaa hOÆ samaya hI batayaogaa.  


