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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The Indian film, broadcast, cable industry, the entire
entertainment stakeholders including the OTT players,
social media platforms and allied segments are in for a
major upheaval. The seismic vibrations caused by the
Gowt's blitzkrieg of proposed comprehensive overhaul of
Communication and Media Regulation is being felt across
the entire ecosystem. While we can argue about the merits
and demerits of the proposed changes in the various
policies, one cannot overlook the fact that CHANGE is
now inevitable. As the Covid 19 pandemic brings about a
compl ete transformation in the way we live and approach
business, the entertainment businessis also seeing a whole
lot of changes, going forward.

Therecent Bombay High Court judgement upheld the
NTO 2.0 proposed by TRAI with some modifications and
conditions. The conditions highlighted that i) the sum of
the a-la-carte rates of the pay channels (MRP) forming
part of a bouquet shall in no case exceed one and half
times the rate of the bouquet of which such pay channels
areapart; and ii) the a-la-carte rates of each pay channel
(MRP), forming part of a bouquet, shall in no case exceed
threetimesthe averagerate of a pay channel of the bouquet
of which such pay channel is a part.

The broadcasters had fought hard and implored the
court to remove the amended tariff order and sought a
stay on the NTO 2.0 contending that the TRAI has sought
to overhaul the entire method and manner in which
broadcasters conduct their business. Now what remains
to be seen how soon, either the broadcasters or TRAI goes
for an appeal against this order. The court has given 6
months grace period for the implementation of this order.

When the NTO 2.0 was announced in 2020, it was not
implemented by major Cable TV operators initially. The
DTH operators implemented NTO 2.0 within the specified
timeframe, Subsequently Hathway and Den also followed
suit and implemented the order. Some of the Cable TV
operators had challenged the order in local courts.

It remains to be seen how this battle unfolds in the
coming months. Stay tuned for further devel opments.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

AT [, TAR, &adT JEFT, ARl RIanEal, Fore
g3l 3YT-gued 4 & |7 T Hi=r fEgET & gEad
9% TRAAT & THT & TEAT BET & B0 YHIIT BT B
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T & |12 7 37 19T &I @1 F & o] 6 781 @l 52 &T
&ty g @ 2|
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(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

IBF HAS SIDDHARTH JAIN AS
SECRETARY GENERAL

The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the
apex body of broadcasters, has announced the
appointment of Siddharth Jain asits Secretary General.

K Madhavan, President, IBF, said, “ Siddharth has
demonstrated great competency in nurturing efficient,
talented cross border teams of industry experts and is
highly adept in driving innovation to turn
adversities into opportunities. Given his
remarkable expertisein |eadership and advocacy,
business strategy, corporate governance and
compliance, weare confident in hisability to steer

FRATE & "eEtaa o« R A9
TG 1 TG T 222 diedhiiet EesM (EdE )

7 gt S @1 Fertad Fge & @l 2o @ % |
HEAH & A & . Agad T aawn & Frerd 1
TENT YT Bl BT, TITHITAT A1 9 M 1 (G
H § qE AT B YEH [ § A afcegeana @
FITT § qe & (00 FarEr & gaqn § dAfed goa
% |99 g T, AN MM, SR 99 AT AT
§ 3% S [A9uEr & 2T gY, B 3T
AT BN UF TH T T A AN &l S0 & T
TEaM § 98 Hl ¢ | AEANE & ae e &

the IBF on a path that helps realise the sector's
value chain to the optimum. |, along with the rest
of the|BF members, welcome Siddharth and wish
him the very best for hisnew role.”

IBF is being renamed as Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF), as
it expands its purview to cover digital platforms

e e & @ B § AT I Il A4
e & folg W ol 2 |

SIS T W Jeadh? 31234 qraReT TS f2itea
WIESIN (SMEAEE ) foram o1 7T 7, @it g8 A9
fefted (3MerT) Raenfea ot U &d & 9 @ &
foru f2foTed wew &1 da? @7 & fog 310

tobring al digital (OTT) playersunder oneroof. SIDDHARTH JAIN & frqm a7an & | 31ETe0 ﬁam%&i%ﬁmaﬁg&w

To facilitate the entry of OTT players, IBFisin

the process of setting up a separate subsidiary. The
subsidiary will carry out various activitiesfor its member
OTT players, including handling the day-to-day activities
of theindustry-led Level-11 appellate Self-Regulatory Body
(SRB) called Digital Media Content Regulatory Council
(DMCRC) for non-newsdigital OTT platforms, similar to
the Broadcast Content Complaint Council (BCCC).

IBF represents and is dedicated to the promotion
of television broadcasting in, to and from India. IBF
members provide channels and programmes that deliver
about 90% of television viewership in India. Member
offerings cater to most of India’ sdiversity and plurality in
every language and in every genre of television viewing.
Thefoundation providesameeting ground for itsmembers
to work in consensus on common goals. The foundation
offersacommon platform/foruminwhich membersair new
or improvement opportunitiesto arrive at implementable
solutions.

DISCOVERY+ INDIA STRENGTHENS
PORTFOLIO

Discovery+ has announced its largest content

% folT, SMEAITE U 3T Fede HIT 20T B
@l Uikl § & | FeTdeh ddl 319 e 3TETel Raansal & oy
fafer ifcifatert &1 sistt &, B Zem & g a wv-2
ST T ebr (TH3ET ) bl fem-ufeifes et iicifaer
(ST ) FET AT %, T8 AEr e AR wew,
TR AT e uRueE (SRR ) @ T 2 |

EGITE 9T § 3T 9T A el 9HE & 9T
@1 TR &7aT & 3T 39a [T TJWiGd @ | SEdius qevg
T AT HEAFT USH BId & Al ARG H T 90%
ST S9TeRHTET e 7T © | 39 T AN &l el
fafererar 3T &7 9Ton § S Senfara S &l @ &7 Srel
§ FEAAT Bl TN B & | eI 309 781 &1 3 @edi
U7 M AT H &M B & [T dodh Bl =0 G B
% | WE2IM Uh AN WM /@ew 9eM &l & S
HEH FHATFE AT FAEM T Ugad & Q99 a7 4V &
FIAIT BT AT B & |
e+ 4 Ara § Gdwifa &1 wega
k|

ZEpail+ 9 A9 FaH a2 H2 LRIl [ &
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portfolio expansion that is sure to make it the go to app
for the family. Starting June, over 100 new shows from
Kidsand library content from A+E Networks (including
from History TV 18) will be added to its already enviable
content slate. With the largest addition to its content
library across sub-genreslikereality, sports, kids, learning,
food, travel, history et al since itsinception, discovery+
will beaone stop destination for wholesomefamily viewing
experience across 7 languages (English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Maayalam and Bengali).

Discovery+ will be expanding its
library even further with the acquisition of
global and local titles from the A+E
Networks' (including from History TV 18)
library.

Megha Tata, Managing Director -
South Asia, Discovery Inc, said, “We at
discovery+, have always strived to provide world-class
infotainment content to our users. Our partnership with
A&E is a testament of how innovation for consumers
remains coreto discovery+ and reinforces our commitment
to our audience by bringing to them content they like
consuming under one platform. Whilewe have our broad
and engrossing portfolio for adults from varied genres,
with the addition of kids' we now have more content
catering to the entire family. She also added, “We are
confident that these additions will further strengthen our
Family, Facts& Fun premisewhich also bringsuscloseto
our aspiration of being an aggregate platform catering to
every member of thefamily.”

ZEE APPOINTS NITIN MITTAL

Zee Entertainment Enterprises (ZEE) has
announced the appointment of Nitin Mittal as President —
Technology and Data. Hewill report to Punit Goenka, MD
and CEO, Zee.

Mittal will be responsible for leading the
technology and data teams. He will lead strategic
initiatives in tech, data, artificial intelligence (Al) and
machinelearning (ML) and digital acrossthe company to
support the Zee 4.0 transformation. The transformation
process aims at creating a digitally adept, data-first
company that will be a leader, in al formats of content
consumption, both linear and digital, across India and

AU &1 & S Mivad =9 7 24 9far & g 79y dewu
U & IS ¥ f6=F % 100 T 3AE T 97 AW THE
Teas (fewr 3T 18 Tied ) %l Tzail AT &1 39 Ued J
2l TSI AT %A H ST AR | 39T 2194 & a8
39 Aferi § 31O AR @RI & A9 92 Adiad & Wy
[Eahall Wy 7 AT § HQ QR SO & HgHT @
forg @ =2 2Reqem 2 (3T, &, afe, a9, @,
AT AT G ) | F2maa sl @, U+ eaet
(1 2@r 18 Afed) @Ead 7 fvasw Aw
LI 9T & ATCFTR & AT ST @Edi
& 3 o fmam & |
f2rmatl 2@ @ yge e, afermr ufdm war
20T F aqmr o TeRadl Wi 97 g EH
Y FoT BT [Jaaia SHIeE o< U
HT @ GAW A1 & | T U § & AT &A1 ASEHT 39 ard
T TAT 2 fob A TS & [T [2%enddl @ g1 AT
Tedqul & A & 39T & foTd Sehl e bl AT ol U
TICHM & ded T I U BN Ticagdl & I HTdl
T | afe =9 o it el & aavet & fog e
U AT T GBI &, =i & A1 3G e 9
7 gRar & fou e Aeel 7 |32 ge o @er 6 &
TG H A1 24 4RaT & 9% Je & T &I a1l Uk
T WeHH 2 Bl 2 BT & hid @rdl & |

st % fifw Praw & Fgaa e

S 32reiE UevarEa (SiT) 7 e e @ sreger-
T3 221 & %9 4 e &7 &l 319 &l 2 | a8 i
& TS AT AR AT TE @ FUrE & |

AT T, Tl AR 32T SMl &1 g B & g
FT@m & 19 571 4.0 9RadT & q9dT & & fog wa
W 2, 32, REA S (TanE) AR AW @t
(wiue ) 3R f=2fveq § 1Mo Jed @ T9a & | aRaed
UichdT @l 3o f2fTed =9 7 oI, 221 9gH HUl gl &
S Y A AT 9T ST AR H ET An Ehied
M TE @l AUl T9d & AE =R A SO AT | PR
AR M & 91 gE & AT S5 § Med AT
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key international markets. Mittal will also lead the
engineering team and work closely with Amit Goenka,
President — Digital Businesses and platforms to enhance
the customer experience across Zee5 and support the
growth plans of the OTT Platform in Indiaand acrossthe
world.

The company has been taking strategic
steps to support its digital pivot, drive growth
across digital platforms and fortify the broader
transformation it has embarked on, in line with the
Zee 4.0 approach.

Amit said, “The pace of technology-led
innovation in the media & entertainment

M AT URd AR g W NS wWewn i fae
AT BT FHIT BT & forg 2foredt faorm i wewnt
% A AW TR & AL WABT B BT |
FUAT AT f=2ired gi & 79 &7, R wew 7
ferenr @1 aeman &9 AN 5T 4.0 gedT & =T 39 E1
g% g ™ AYE dRET & Agd B & [0
Trifeid Hed IeT T % |
A F e difzar A7 wHrew ot @ §
T & T Tl FaTEN &l T T F 9¢ 21 8
A TN, 2T 3T RTHT &1 TH ATGd 50 29
I § %A B & g qeaql eid € | 9E

ecosystem israpidly rising, and a strong blend
of technology, data and talent are the critical
determinantsto succeed in thisspace. | amglad
to welcome Nitin Mittal to our leadership team
to drive the digital transformation journey of
Zee 4.0 forward. His incredible wealth of
experience and knowledge will surely be
valuable for us, as we continue to scale across
markets and platforms.”

T 4.0 @ 2fFed qftads o= &1 3 e &
foTu 29T w279l 2m § e e &1 e
&7l &Y 990 Bl 7RI © | WA AN A & A
e o= Fivad =7 7 #an Mo qeae
Z1, ik & AT AT ST WEWH 97 3N
TR

e 7 @er 6 F S @ BE A & g
IAET g il T8 AMUN H AT A Bl AT

Mittal said, “I am excited to be a part of
Zee asit charts ahyper-scale growth trajectory
by leveraging its strength in content and building
advanced technol ogy-led entertainment platforms. My job
at Zeeisto worry about technology in the future. If you
want to have a great future you have to start thinking
about it in the present, because when the future's here,
youwon't havethetime. (Brockman 2003). I’ m committed
to helping our clients and various teams' professional
dreams cometrue. Asan organisation, weaimto create an
environment that sparks innovation. | will do my best to

NITIN MITTAL

WEHMT T I B Uk Ted UMW W fadr
JA9aE HI ATE HIAT © |5 § ¥ M ufesy § daiel &
g ¥ G & 213 3T Uh 7R Afaw dred ®
YT 38 a1 § oA § e g% ST &N, Fith
AT F&T &N A 3AT9e 97 F99 1 &0 | (SiHd 2003 ) 17
3 el AT [T ST & Y9 TUAT @l AR e §
TeE &I %[00 Uias & | Ud F7Ted & %9 § S9N @ed Uh
AT e a9FT & Sl 4@ @ 9@rel § 1§ 39 q8H
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support and implement the great ideas the teams come up
with.”

GOVT BANS HOPE TV

The Govt has banned Hope TV for 30 days and
has ordered Hope TV to go off-air for aperiod of 30 days
for unauthorised use of logo of Hope TV and non-
payment of the annual licence fee. Hope TV is a
downlinking-only Christian devotional channel whichis
distributed by Noida Software Technology Park Limited
(NSTRL).

NSTPL has also been directed to remove the
unauthorised logo and pay the outstanding dues

fermT &1 J9UT &7 AT I @R B bl o BT H=I,
fora A 8 e B 1

gy &t W gfEy e @R A

AT | &9 2l @l 30 o & fou uiaated &7
fean & A 20 S & @M & g SWENT AN s
A ek &l YA T & & (g 819 i1 &l 30 &1 &l
Hary & T 316 T &3 & MedT &1 © 129 S us
e fafies (TTeeiee ) 217 faaRa foar S s |

%1 Jfd &7 gY Allues A b & B9 H 15 @0

of Rs. 15 lakh as annual permission fee under
intimationto MIB and submit Bharat K osh receipts.
Further, the company has been directed to submit
acopy of valid distribution partner agreement with
Adventist Television Network, USA to downlink
and distribute the channel for viewing in the
territory of Indiabeyond the period 30.07.2014.

B & gebrT 9T &1 YA & AT IR B e
T B B e fET T 13a ST, du @
30.07.2014 % 39 & dIE 97 & &4 § <94 &
fTT T0 1 TrEAtd dH A [Jand & & WU
TZA(E=E T ede, JUA & T2 ¢ [T IRieEr
TAEAI %l U Uil 1 TG &3 T FeT fear T & |

In the event the company fails to address
the defaults, within a period of 30 days, further punitive
action may beinitiated against the company, the ministry
said initsorder.

The ministry has directed multi-system operators
(MSOs)/local cable operators (LCOs) not to carry the
channel on their network during its prohibition period.

NSTPL was also requested to deposit annual
permission fee for Hope TV for the period form
22.12.2020t021.12.2021

TRAI AMENDS INTERCONNECTION
REGULATION

TRAI ison an upswing and has decided to amend
the interconnection regulations 2017 to provide for a
framework for technical compliance of conditional access
system (CAS) and subscriber management system (SMS).
The regulation has been amended as the TRAI has
received complaints about unauthorised distribution of
signals and under-declaration of subscribers by
distribution platforms.

Theframework will bring several important benefits
to the television broadcasting sector as well as the
consumers. The operationalisation and oversight of the
framework will be carried out through a Testing and

D T 3 S | &l & b 3T BuHl

30 foi @1 31afer & a7 9% &1 @7 &7 § v Tedl &
FIAT & Paeth 3T %l S2T6d BrdrE & @l o A € |

AT J Aee] P e (TIOHE ) /2 dad
A (TAAET) @ U sEty & R S Tedd T
T TET TAM B[S e 7

TAUHEMIUA 3 29 2E & [T 22.12.2020 7
21.12.2021 &l A & o0 G AT o T91 B
&1 A1 3 R T o |
I A @A T[@eE § getga fepan

20 AEE 3 9¢ 721 & 3T T HeIIHd TP
fired (e ) AR Med g el (THIHT ) & daie
HIAEH & [T T gl 9a™ & & [0 Sevddae
fafs=m 2017 ¥ TIeH &7 & B 6 2 |

fefrem § Hoirer feba 2 & it 215 @1 B &
AT v AR [T WewH ST el Hf FH
@ SO & a1 § e e 2

D e | Bl o e e o 2 P el | o 1 Ao o 2
% foTT 1 %3 Feaqul @y Rl | g &1 Jara i e
T GIeA0 ST AU AT & AT 3 fopam S, o7 arg
i aifereeror BT feifia foar S |
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Certification Agency, which shall be prescribed by the
authority later.

According to TRAI, theframework isthefirst step
to define an indigenous set of specificationsintheline of
international standards. Theframework will improve end-
to-end compliance and reducelitigationsamong the service
providers.

UDAYAN MUKHERJEE JOINS INDIA
TODAY
Udayan Mukherjee, leading in businessjournalist
joins IndiaToday.

Mukherjee had quit CNBC-TV 18 as Managing
Editorin2013.

218 & AFAT FATE A Bl Uik 4 faforeedrati
% Tdh =l A2 BT URWIfa &1 & [0 orar 9ee wed
Bl

WA U2-Z-U3 3TUH ¥ JET B 31 HaT GETrsh
% A9 geheHl Bl B9 HI |

gfear 22 & 3 eI qael
fostr Stfere § il S8ad st 521 22 4 92
TE|
A1 FESl 7 2013 § ACAEAT 2@ 18 & AT
ufEer &1 Ug BIE feaT o1 | 3f2an 22 9 &1 SureaE

“Udayan brings with him asharp insight
into the future of business. Aswe grapple with
the normal, new normal and abnormal we need
histalent and amuch-needed global perspective
on helping us cope with the post-pandemic
economy,” said Kalli Purie, Vice-Chairperson of
the India Today Group. “His grasp of financial
markets, innovation-driven businesses, fintechs,
and micro- and macro-economic trendswill cater

el GiT o IAET 6 TSI AU AY ANE &
Al § U d1g g @1 & | ST 89 A,
T AMRT AT MR F OSE §, 86 odal
ierdT 3T HEMHT & a1e &l sefeger 3§ e
H 2T 78 &I & [T T8 STd] Alvad gIeeanl
P FFvFH ¢ | ferira A, sy Farid
AT, TSH 3T 24 9 Hebl SHIITHD AT

to the growing appetite among the young
generation of professionals, entrepreneurs, and
startups for a clearer understanding of the new
order of things. The India Today Group is delighted to
have him on board as the host of our new Business Today
show.”

The India Today Group would also be leveraging
Mukherjee’s considerable experience to enhance its
business offerings across print, television, and digital
platforms.

“1 am delighted to be part of the IndiaToday family.
Having always admired the extensive and enormousreach
of brands such as India Today, Business Today and TV
Today, | am really looking forward to the opportunity of
reaching out to their audiences and engaging with them,”
said Mukherjee. “ The whole world of business has been
turned on its head. Business is not going to be the same
again after the pandemic. And everybody -- from business
leadersto policy-makers-- hasto look at theworld through
avery different lens. It would be a great opportunity to
engage with the business world once again but from a
different perspective, through a different lens.”

Bl D FAH T HH Dl A B L THH &
1T Yo, Sl AT =IEHT & ga1 Ul &
d/ gedl I & T & A 22 I 3
BAN Y [q9TH 22 91 & &P & ®U { IHA Hid dgd
gaEl’

3fea 22 Y fUe, SHifaey A Bhaed wew @«
AT HEHE U Bl G & [0 st & 39 @l
A Terrr |

A1 gt 7 FA fe W EfeAn g3 dRaw @ fEm
TIHT G g |32 22, e 22 AW i 22 ST aiEi Al
A% AN (9T TE dl B4 I9H &7 & d18, § ard §
% ST T TEAT AT Id A J3A & AT Dl TicrE
%7 721 & | AT %l TN g 39 B 97 37 1 | HRmT
% dT8 AT {7 7 T&el ST Tel & ar ¢ | A7 74T & -
A & A A WHT A s db- w gar @
FEA A TART H 71 &N | ¥ Wb & {7 AN ST
& WY I H U e HGHT BN, i Th e
TART #, T AT FAR F |

UDAYAN
MUKHERJEE
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REPUBLIC NETWORK APPOINTS
KISHAN CHERANDA AS EVP - HEAD
DISTRIBUTION AND INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

The Landscapefor content distribution ischanging
at avery rapid pace. Thelast 5 yearshas accel erated News
consumption both on Television as well as online.
Republic Network has been at the forefront of
making its content easily accessible and available
across al consumers in India as well as to the
diaspora across the World. The organisation has
been building capabilities and technology for
distribution of content online across Video OTT
platforms, Telco Content Aps and Device
manufacturers along with new OS players across
smart Television.

T geHE RERIHE & gd 999
e atst & Rufems et 3 feor g
AT Haa™ @ 344 Frga fear @
AT FrTor &1 ARged agd ot A 98 @ ¢ | s
5 Ul § el & M- AR FHEET d T9d §
Tl IR | Fufede Teas o Al @l v § ol
SIS & ALY FEAT W % TEE & oY
AT TR AT @ AT S Al 97
T F @I T AT B & [ & fog
ST AT dhrial @l AT &7 TeT 2 |
frofeta Gifzar Jeas @ qeaw & forg fgaor G
AL AT &1 BT A & [0 [BaH

Republic MediaNetwork isdelighted to
announce the appointment of Kishan Cheranda
for taking charge of the distribution and
International Business for the Network. In a
career spanning over 26 years, Kishan
Cherandahas assimilated adeep understanding
and on ground experience of Networksin both
Digital & Broadcast Distribution, and
monetisation space. He has worked with

T &1 (g @ Sen & g g & @
126 9ul 7 e & drar § fRyH IS0 A
§ q2ad @l TEl AHH AT THHHl AHT w
AT 631 & | 3% U FNahi-aT it
2 ™2, AT G 9 UHSUA @ AT I AT

% | e g e o & w9 i o

leading Broadcasters - Warner Media, Ten KISHAN CHERANDA . - (EHHT o )%Iﬂel 7 |

Sports, Zee, Viacom & MEN. Hispreviousrole
waswith Turner International (Warner Media) asHead of
Distribution.

Vikas Khanchandani, Group CEO at Republic
Network said “We are delighted to have Kishan join the
Republic team aswe scale up our operationsbothin India
and globally. The market is growing and simultaneously
changing at avery rapid pace. | am confident that Kishan
with his vast experience and capabilities will be able to
build and grow the network both on broadcast as well as
across online platforms. We wish him all the very best.”

Kishan Cheranda, EexecutiveVice President —India
Distribution & International Businesssaid “ | am extremely
delighted to be part of asuccessful & agenreleader such
as Republic. its awonderful opportunity to be part of an
organisation driven by strong leadership & innovative
thinking. | am hopeful of adding valueto propel itsgrowth
and scale newer heights together.” |

frofee Tead & 9 WS fawm EEEeEEr |
&e1 & g &1 T % fob fope Rufemas Sm § onfe &1
% il B9 NG AN dfdd T ¢ AU undred @l ael
¢ % |9 gg 781§ AT A & WY ggd o T 7 a8
1% | 31 faear @ 1o oo o1 faona stgaa AR et
% W TANY & AG-AY AR B Ml T T2adh
TN AN BT & | qa 2 |2 I WA ad
El
fopym =el, @ TurEE-ERAl RN U
FEIN a9 T dal ¥ Rufeds S ok J%a A7 A
=T @1 fer a9 988 91 & | 991 gd 2 A4 A
7 YRd FeT @l [ 1 S @l 98 U IR HaH © |
T {9 @1 T 3 A U AT T SAnd B 8 &
fore g1 S AT TR E L .
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ZEES5 US LAUNCH

Zee5 hasannounced itslaunch in the United States
on June 22.

The USis the final and largest launch for Zee5,
setting the stage for its rapid growth in a market with a
ready 5.4 million diasporaaudience.

This direct-to-consumer service launch is
especially significant at atime when Indians in the US,
many of whom remain deeply connected to their roots,
are unableto travel home.

Zee5 will open up access to the largest catalogue
of South Asian i.e, Indian, Pakistani and
Bangladeshi content to diaspora.

With 130,000 hours of content across
18 languages, Zee5 will offer a premium,
highly accessible, and affordable option for
viewers to engage with the best of South
Asian stories.

Zeeb's catalogue aggregates classics
as well as modern stories across the widest
range of categories and genres.

“The United States represents our
most significant market and the last bastion
in our global journey as we launch an ad-
free subscription service. AsaGlobal MediaConglomerate,
we have had a very deep connection with our diaspora
audiences here, so it isarather happy moment for me to
now be bringing this audience the largest aggregation of
South Asian content on asingle platform through Zee5,”
said Amit Goenka, President, Digital Businesses &
Platforms, Zee Entertainment.

“The United States is home to millions of people
whose families have strong connects with South Asia,
and weare glad to bring them the largest and most diverse
catalogue of culturally relevant entertainment across
Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi stories. These stories
have the power to engage deeply and go well beyond the
South Asian audience to entertain and delight even
mainstream audienceswith their authenticity and allure. |
am confident that Zee5 will becomethe go to platform for
all Americanswho love great storytelling,” said Archana
Anand, Chief Business Officer, Zee5 Global.

quy # «fa g1 Sii5
S5 22 S &I HYE T FHEH § AT A7 D
A9 %l 2 | 3l S5 @ i A A9 921 |t © A
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WEWM AT & TR € |98 a2 oA A @i
ferdrg =0 7 U 797 ¥ qeaqol & 99 SWRE § 9rar, e
A g AT ST F TEE F 2 FUE, o AW § 3 ¥ |
S5 aferor ufrn A v, qifeE AR e
AT & FaH G2 el ad SEHEN a% Tgd FleT |
18 WIS § 130,000 =< &l AR & AT 15 F9fal
% forg afeor oforeng wefEl & @19 929 %
[ 9e & |
S5 & HeAN FAHF & AA-AE YD
FRIRT bl Al A7 dfedi @1 favga g
¥ U H S |
%1 R &7 & A1 gd0l afvad amem §
e e & it 29 U (e Jard Aeal
TG JF A ¢ | TEd A= e & =9 F,
B & A UaT g & WY dgd TeN AU T
zAfTe 77 forg 77 we gt @ & @ o6 o1 W 29 gt @
S5 & AT A Ud & 99 U 31T QiIETs AT A a9
TFHATHTO & 7 E | I7 A A e, afiEe, Rfvew
fas e Uz wWewH, S deredie F admr |
S5 WA Sl P AT AHI] A AAE 7
A o6 YA T IFRE I @rEl @r B W §
ufamt @ afer oforEr & WY Aed 2 B W & 3%
R, Wil A Al waE § Argiod w9 9
% |39 Rl § q@ 9N & 39l Bl ST I 3
BT & AT FARSAT AR TIA H & forq afer uforng
Zfel # TEIE F A AN S TE AN i i © |
fergam % o6 S5 o edl smRferat & fore w4 & sRem o
TE Hel JAMT THE B & |
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SONYLIV APPOINTS G. DHANANJAYAN

Sony Pictures Networks India has hired G.
Dhananjayan as Head, Tamil Content, Digital Business,
for its streaming service SonyLiv. Dhananjayan will
oversee the launch of Tamil content initiatives.

With acareer spanning over 25 yearsin
management, Dhananjayan has held key
leadership positionsin film production houses,
marketing and distribution divisions across
Tamil, Malayalam and Hindi languages.

Dhananjayan said, “| am elated to join
the leadership team at SonyLiv. Being apart of
the premium platform’s journey in bringing
breakthrough stories that engage, entertain
and stand out from the clutter in the Tamil
market isexciting.

Ashish Golwalkar, Head, Content, SET and Digital
Business, said, “We are pleased to have G. Dhananjayan
on board to oversee SonyLiv's Tamil market expansion.
With his versatile experience in the domain and an
impressive passion to drive authentic and localised stories,
we aim to strengthen our portfolio in the Tamil market.”

NETFLIX’S FIRST GLOBAL POST-
PRODUCTION UNIT IN MUMBAI

Netflix'sfirst fully owned, live-action, full-service
post-production facility globally will be set upin Mumbai
and will befully operational by June2022. Thefacility will
have 40 offline editing rooms designed as a
flexible, collaborative and inspiring
environment for showrunners, directors,
editors and sound designers to create their
best work.

With innovation and collaboration as
the key focus, the facility will pioneer
advanced mediamanagement workflowsthat will allow a
seamless partnership with India’s post-production
community.

Netflix invested Rs 3,000 crore in local
programming over 2019 and 2020 to build auniverse of
Indian stories. ThisMarch, it announced aline-up of 41

STt gesaE @t FrgEa femn SiAfifea |
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A1 eI T FRT H I § g S F 9
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&5 o TS T |
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1 et fop Tfera & afie A & forae &1 39T & [y
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3% Tl AW 9 UM AT R FHRET R
% 1T Ues THTEl A & A1 &A1 @6l e arl § A9
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e
TR 2l &ell goT FaTid aTel oigd e [yt
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AALL HAT &9 & foQ feoTme foed T 2 |
= %I T A0  JedrT & q19 T8 G
A1 9N & N EavH TR & WY UF FeS AEEN
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T § A wElHET Bl agdil a i & oy
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titles featuring more variety and diversity — from the
biggest films and series to gripping documentaries and
reality, and ingenious comedy formats. It
launched NetFX last year, a platform that enables
multiple Indian artiststo work on VFX for titlesglobally.
It is investing in the latest technologies and skill
devel opment through multiple certifications and training
workshops in post-production, script writing and other
aspects of creative production.

SHEMAROOME GUJARATI LAUNCHED

ShemarooMe, the video-streaming OTT channel
from the house of Shemaroo
Entertainment, recently expanded its
offering for the Gujarati audiencesand
announced a new slate of content
across various genres and categories.
The new content line-up has
blockbuster and OT T-rel eased movies,
original web series along with plays.
A new content piecewill be launched
every week. ShemarooMe aims to
bridge the content gapsin the Gujarati
entertainment space that were discovered in detailed
research conducted by the brand.

SREEDHAR REDDY KOMALLA JOINS
SONY AS HEAD — TELUGU CONTENT

SonyL1V isexpanding its market down south and
as part of a broad strategy has appointed

o tfere fafaern i fafeemr onfie 2-ge a2t e
DS grag I 2 | 239 el ATe T2uhueT wi=g fohar,
Teh UAT W o s T dAldhrl &l [Geard? I Paaa
% U dURTRT 97w I § oW aAdl © | T8 e
grEaeH, e TR AR TEE ST & 3 Teds d
%5 THIOET AT T BRI & WM H AdHa
T AT DI [T § Fa9 &7 =1 % |
T § @i g3 QAHTEAT
STTSSHT 7 BTeTel # T[T g9t & g
3T YTHYT T T o & A fafeT
et AT AfET § A & U A
Te @l HTIT # E |
T AT @A H adAthaied AT
e T fed, qeat & W W
99 g § 1B AR Uh A9 B
a9 @i=a febam ST | ST @ Sg9T
TSIl qAFS G A S
F U & A A2 B 6T W g ag § Ao ™
of
aq7 &P @ U@ @ ®9 d 9§ i
BT 2R IS arren
EE1 TG e o R o B i e 7 M o e B
Udh AIE T & ded e 1221 Bl

Sreedhar Reddy Komalla asHead — Telugu
Content, Digital Business. Reddy will lead
the expansion plans of the Telugu vertical
of SonyLIV.

Sreedhar Reddy Komalla has made
great contribution to Telugu cinemaand is
active member of various Telugu
Filmmakers Groupssuch asthe Telugu Film
Directors Association, Telugu Producers
Council, Active Telugu Film Producers Guild

F T T Hee, f2fea faam & =0 §
e fopa T & | 401 7=2, A fod & aq
i @l [ AT @l Aged & |
ATY¥ Y221 BT A 7] B § 98 dreE
] e e T, qe drege
FIefa, Ufded aq e degm e &
EEREC2ES

amongst others.
Reddy said, “lI am excited and

SREEDHAR RKOMALLA 2 =81 ¥ @21, H Sefifed & A Avi fora &
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looking forward to my new innings at SonyL1V. My role
hereisto extend SonyL 1V’ sfootprint in the Telugu market
and churn out homegrown content which caters to users
across geographies.”

Ashish Golwalkar, Head - Content, SonyL IV and
SET, said, “We are delighted to have Madhura Sreedhar
Reddy at SonyL 1V to head the Telugu portfolio. Reddy
bringswith him adiversified experience that will help us
chart out growth for Telugu content and offer captivating
stories of Indiato our audience across genres.”

MX PLAYER DEPLOYS NEW
BREAKTHROUGH

MX Player has upgraded its encoding and

compression technology and delivering a new
breakthrough technology. The online video accounts
for 80% of consumer internet traffic and the user
experience continues to remain highly dependent on
data usage and network speed. MX Player has become
the world's first OTT platform to upgrade its video
encoding and compression technology to H.266
(Versatile Video Coding) that slashes data usage for
streaming videos by more than half.
MX Player as well as MX TakaTak
users will be the first in the world to
experience the benefits of H.266,
enabling them to consume higher
quality HD video streams with
significantly less data consumption.

With H.266, MX Player userswill
be ableto stream more content with less dataand network
bandwidth - video streamswill load faster and buffer less
since they require only half (or less) the data it would
need otherwise. H.266/VV Cistheworld’ smost advanced
video codec designed to succeed H.264/AV C and H.265/
HEVC used by most of the streaming video services
worldwidetoday.

Karan Bedi, CEO, MX Player and MX TakaTak,
said, “Video consumption dominates internet usage
wherever you go across India, but the quality of
experience deteriorates in areas with inconsistent data
networks. The new standard is an opportunity for
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MX Player to give millions of users, regardless of where
they are, an exceptional streaming experiencethat allows
them to consume content the way content creators
intended: faster loading, buffering-free, and true-to-life
HD quality.”

PLANET MARATHI OTT LAUNCHES
WITH NEW LOOK

Theregiona OTT spaceisheating up and Marathi
OTT platform Planet Marathi has launched with anew loo
and abrand new logo that reflects the identity of their
digital streaming platform. The platform

%I oTE faTEdl % | A qMe THOH W & [oQ arl
AT TeN &I & AT 8, Sl 3= AR b1 STATT B
TEET JH AT arda § wFsl e |
Y Y @& 1Y WA AW A @t
ST TSI & § I AT TeMT S @l e T
% AN W AR WewH e WIS 7 Uk T4 @ A
feeg 78 @ & A1 Wid AT T AT I 2fred W
WEHH B UEdH B ST § |9l an

with afresh new identity will belaunched
with the release of first ever Marathi
TVOD film'Jun€e. Thetri-fold launch of
“June’ will be this month itself and will
mark the beginning of Planet Marathi
OTT’sjourney.

Akshay Bardapurkar, Founder and
Head, Planet Marathi, said, “ After along

TSN T3S W T bl e & A1
T% T UEAM AT WEEH &l @l R
SR | 57 @1 P @t 34 98 &
%1 Ufci &M |

W2 W1 & Fh AT G e T8
THT | FEl @ AT & aTE, & PITEHT

wait, we are finally launching our
revolutionary platform that will bring a new era of
entertainment experiencefor Marathi industry. June 2021
marks anew beginning even for Planet Marathi with the
launch of our new identity. Although we are turning a
new leaf, our commitment to our audienceswill remain the
same. Thisis an age of web content, and we don’'t want
amazing Marathi content to wither away in the overload
of content pouring ininthedigital space. Our culture, our
language and our art has so much meaning and our talented
artists put everything at stake to present this to the
audience. We at Planet Marathi want to create a platform
that honours their painstaking efforts.” |
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NTO 2.0 VERDICT

NTO 2.0 JUDGEMENT
BY BOMBAY HIGH
COURT

Bombay HC upholds TRAI's NTO 2.0. However, it
slashed one condition that read that the price of a
single channel cannot be more than one-third of
the highest priced channel in that bouquet.
The court has provided a 6-month grace period
for implementation by the broadcasters. It will
be interesting to see if the broadcasters or TRAI
will appeal against this order. A detailed copy
of the judgment is awaited. Say tuned for
more devel opments.

Scat Magazine reprints an earlier article on the
NTO 2.0 which was featured last year highlighting
key points of the amendments.

On 1st January 2020, TRAI declared the

saart 2 | sif¥ra SRt @ forg 9fer @ ggd @/

@ WA TIdie 2.0 W U@ O @9 & T

& @I &7 @ & forgd & Red e g &
oqE figei gv ga@rer Srar Tar arl

1 ST 2020 & 215 T HHN F99 T

much-awaited amendments to its 2017 Tariff
Order. They were promised by end November
2019. Further, TRAI had indicated that the
amendmentswould primarily fine-tunethe 2017
ordersrather than completely revamp them.

Listed below are specific details of the
changes & their implicationsfor our
industry.

@fad 3199 2017 2RE ST & [T FwerT &l
G190 @ |iided & 6 2019 & a7 d@
T ATET TS AT T | 38 STCaT 218 7 Hbe
e o o H9Ie q0 =9 7 2017 & 379N &l
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I B9 TE & {0 qiede 9 39
THTET T [T feravor o fomam o

DISCOUNT CAP

The 2017 Tariff Order had
excluded the key 15% cap on the
discounts on Pay Channel Bouquets,
despite the Supreme Court'sapproval
of the clause. This was a key clause
to prevent what the TRAI called
"Perverse Pricing". As a result,
broadcasters declared exorbitant a-la-
carte rates and huge bouquet
discounts, forcing enlarged bouquets
of unwanted channels.
Unfortunately, consumers had to pay
anNCF of ¥ 1.30 per channel inthese
inflated bouquets.

Further, the 2020 regulation
includes:

< A-La-Cartepriceof any channel
cannot exceed the bouquet price.

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS
1. Max Price of Bouquet Channel Reduced To ¥ 12.

2.NCF

a) 200 Channels must be delivered for an NCF not
exceeding ¥ 130 (taxes extra) per month.

b) The "Must carry" Channels will not be included
in the 200 NCF Channels.

¢) Max NCF Chargeable is ¥ 160 per month for all
channels on the platform.
d) Max NCF for 2nd TV is 40% of 1st TV NCF.
e) NCF discounts permitted for long term
subscriptions of 6 months or more.
CARRIAGE FEE

Carriage Fee has been capped at ¥ 4 Lakh per
channel per month.

CHANNEL PLACEMENT
More flexibility for channels in EPG
Channels of the same language in the same genre
can be grouped together.

=
Ramaa g
e e BT Fdle l Fopil &6
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9 39 g W 82 T T 15%
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NTO 2.0 VERDICT

< Number of Pay Channel bouquets by a broadcaster,
cannot exceed the number of a-la-carte pay channels,
unless by TRAI's prior approval.

312 MAX BOUQUET CHANNEL PRICE

The maximum permitted a-la-carte price of any channel
in abouquet has been reduced from 19 to X 12.

Higher priced channels are permitted, but must be
offered outside of any bouquet, on an a-la-carte basis
only.

NETWORK CAPACITY FEE (NCF)

In a relief to consumers the

+ T TN BT U el &l 5T, 215 %l 94 [ 217,
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new regul ations have maintained
the same NCF of upto ¥ 130 +
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bedelivered in addition to the
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200 channelsat thebasic NCF | 4. 3 511 3 o st oty e 51 s | @ il e &3 <ell 1 fefere
slab. F 50% Zr | fepaT T e | ‘
+NCF can be discounted by | £ ¢ wéry a1 sfirs & o o & Ao & forg | & 6 7EN A1 AeE il @41 e
DPOs for long term A & & T | B T3 & (eIl ST ZTT
subs<r:]ription plﬁr:s qf 6 2o 191%:5“523 AT WP o A AR
months or more. There is no 5% | T
i G e I 9id I 9 418 4 @ S0 A QEWWHT%G?{%QHFTG\ A
cap on the NCF discount. The F P ETT s A S
NCF can even be reduced to fea T % A & Fora
zero by a particular MSO or | 961 wEd’e qu’g I_&W BT LA o
DTH platform. ZAAT Bl & forg 31fere drgsiiern | N
. ‘ THOESN-TeEs ot e
MSO-LCO  REVENUE T o H A AT % S 1 U A S R
SHARE o AU 9 Ul & drg T

A2 |

No changes have been made

TRTET e § 5T a7 @ aead

totherevenue share arrangements
between the MSO and L CO, as specified in the 2017 Tariff
Order.
CARRIAGE FEES

No MSO or DTH platform can charge carriage fees of
morethan ¥ 4 lakh per channel per month.
CHANNEL PLACEMENT

Asper the 2017 regul ation, the EPG must group channels
by genre. The 2020 amendment requires that within each
genre, channels must be grouped by language.

It remains to be seen if the Broadcasters or TRAI will
appeal thisorder. ®

TET fopan T 7 ST 2017 & <fw

&9 ¥ [MicTe foha T o |
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P15 THUASAT A1 SEITE WEHM 4 AT HU 9icl o i 918
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2017 TS & oA a1 1T S9H, el a1 Jd 7 | 2020
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IE 71 ST a1l © foh TR A1 218 39 ARA & FIars
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22 SATELLITE & CABLETV

JULY 2021



MARKET: BIZ

ZEE — VIACOM18
MERGER IN THE
OFFING

Zee - Viacom18 merger speculations are
ongoing. It will be interesting to see
how its develop further.

Viacom 18 & Zee arelooking at possible merger. I
this goes through it can create a large media firm with
interests spanning broadcast, OTT, live entertainment
and movie production, two people aware
of the development. Though there had
been rumours of a possible merger
between Sony & Viacom 18 last year, but
the deal did not go through.

Viacoml18 is a joint venture
between TV 18 Broadcast Ltd (51%) and
US-based ViacomCBS Inc. (49%). TV 18
is a unit of Networkl18 Media and
Investments Ltd, majority-owned by
M ukesh Ambani’s Reliance IndustriesLtd
(RIL). Zee Entertainment EnterprisesLtd,
founded by Essel Group’s
Subhash Chandra, is majority-
owned by foreign institutional
investors, including Investco
Oppenheimer Developing
Markets Fund and Ofi Global
Fund ChinaLLC. Essel Group's
equity holdingisdown to 3.9%,
although the company continues to be run by Chandra's
son Punit Goenka.

The combined entity will own and managethelargest
number of TV channels and have the largest market
capitalization in India from the industry. Zee has a market
value of ¥ 21,300 crore. Network18 has a market cap of
around ¥ 5,500 crore.

If the deal goesthrough, the promoters of Viacom18
could become among the largest shareholders of the
combined entity as more than 65% of ZEEL is owned by
foreign institutional investors.

Zee owns 48 channels in India (with more than
620 million weekly viewers) and 120 channelsworldwide

e o9 T ®
S 18 &l

F-agH 18 & faed @1 3edhed el 18 2/
g8 79T =T & fab a8 AT 39
faefa grar 21

DM 18 I AT Hufed g W e &7 72 2 13
IO & % 7o At U 9l qif=ar w9 8 Jadl 8, al
AT 39 e F 317 € | it [t A
AMT 3T aFEM 18 & /g FAIAT fIad @
ATHM 18, 2@l 18 dr=HE s (51% )
A gug Fod aEEEETd 35 (49% ) &
de Udh Hgad ZEM @ | Al 18 Jeaa difsan
US 3722 ™. &l 3al & [Tl AT
e faes 2w M. (smased) &
U 2 | TR 9 & Y 9GS ST = S
U2TSAH 2 USTYTEAT [e1es, FweIicadhl
HIUTRTSHT AT HTched B AT
SATHATE T DS =TT TeAserl
Afed e Fr&mTd v @ agid
% M@ J 2 | T 4 %l 3o
=T T2 3.9% & T T,
ETifch T 1 Tt a6l & de
I T & 7E % |
Ude B AF TER H ARG § 799 21 ar geie
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Z &9 @I 5,500 IS 599 % |
e AeT 2 A E A ATBH 18 F THIT FIAH IHE
@ WA T3 JTENE] § A UH a9 T & ddiih JA335Ud &
65% I Aferen B A fagdt T Maaet & am E |
ST % 9 ARA H 48 TG ¢ (620 fuferm 7 s
AR 39Tt & W) AT 170 3977 F BT 2T 120 I &
(srgfa 500 ffeas sfafa gvfat & am) |
Saieh aEHM 18 & U 50 I &, o diug 1,
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across 170 countries (with an estimated 500 million
additional viewers).

Viacom18 runs 50 channels, including VH1,
Nickelodeon, MTV, Colors TV and arange of other regional
language entertainment channels.

On the OTT, or over the top, front, Zee's flagship
offering isZee5, whileViacom18 runs VVoot.

A merger of thetwo companieswould create an entity
that could prove to be a strong competitor to Star India, the
leader of India stelevision market by revenue.

In FY 20, Star India posted revenues of ¥ 14,337.5
crore, while Viacom18 postedX 3,871.7 crore and ZEEL
posted ¥ 8,129.9 crore.

For FY 21, ZEEL postedX 7,729.9 crore, while the
corresponding figure for the other two companies is
unavailable.

A report by Ficci and consultant EY pegged India’'s
television market at ¥ 68,500 crore in 2020 estimated and
forecast it would grow to ¥ 84,700 crorein 2023. However,
theindustry declined by 13% in 2020. =

I oI % |

ST AT AT & 29 & B9 4 S &l T U969 &
5, At aEEM 18 92 T & |

SMT HUMET & foer 3 Ueh THT 30TE T MHTOT 217 A
TSI & A H AT & Solfaet e § 3R =21 321 &
[0 U A1ge UfcrnT #fed 2 Jebe & |

foray 20 § =W AT 7 14,337.5 HI HUT &
T 291 fohdT, Tafh 9@ 18 T 3871.7 HT BUY AT
TZEEUA | 8129.9 HIT HUY UGS {hAT | THATE 21 & U
TZEEUA A 7729.9 TS HUY UNE fHT Fdlh 3T & ®uAl
% o0 Hafed et Suae T8 ¢ |

foharant AT ATEwI 3413 & Udh [UIE T 2020 F
AT & Saliord Tl @ 68,500 &1 59 B &l AAH
AT B AN A AT © % T8 2023 § TGHT 84,700
HUT HUY T AL | &ciis SEmT § 2020 7§ 13% @&l
firEe g m

Contact: Mob.: +91-7021850198 Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com
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MEDIA BEAT

An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani

HifsaTee

AT B ST 4 Teaqol aersr
97 UF qHEAE T

AHs 3w FTGTH

NEW REGULATORY MOVES
INCREASE GOVERNMENT
OVERSIGHT

The past few weeks have been very active
for a comprehensive overhaul of Communication
and Media Regulation by the Government. Some
key developments are discussed below. These will

bring about a uniformity in the regulatory
regimes and hopefully help the legacy media/
digital media and social media have clarity on
the role of Regulation in steering their businesses
in this exciting multimedia era.

1. AMENDMENTS TO CABLE RULES 1994-

WELCOME STEP TO SELF-REGULATION

WITH STRONG GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT.
0On 17.06.2021, the Press Information Bureau issued

apressreleasefromthe Ministry

of Information and

Broadcasting amending the

Cable Television Network

Rules 1994. This was

accompanied by a tweet from

the Minister of Information and

Broadcasting, Mr Prakash

Javedkar, stating: by amending

the Cable Television Networ k

Rules 1994, (has) developed a

statutory mechanism toredress

citizens grievances and

complaintsagainst programmesof T.V. channels. The @M IB

Indiahas al so decided to recognise the statutory bodies of

T.V. channelsunder CTN Rules.”

A detailed Press Information Bureau release of
17.06.2021 provided the highlights explaining that at
present,

¢ “Thereisaninstitutional mechanism by way of an
Inter-Ministerial Committee to address grievances of

™ Fame 87 T@ER
@l IR 981 ©

BT ERT TG ST Hifzar a7 & @i
HIATETT & (079 [U5e %© AE q88 Al &
£ %5 g9 gearEAl U Al a4l @l Tl g 1Y
e e § umgar @ o 3HE 2 fF
59 THEa% AeRHIEAr g 4 9 aErEl Bl
gaH 7 fafaaaT @ gfter a7 forEa
Hifzar /feforee Hifzar 3T ara Jizar &
AT § qgg [
1. %9 EM 1994 § HEM - Aoigq SRR
e & iy |-fateee @ g @ raaE
& 3§ |

17 .06 .2021 I, U9 a1 &0 7
HIA elifae Acasd M
1994 § HIAYT H7d &Y Y 4
AN §A@T A U 9 fasna
ST % |39 H1F 1 9 FHR
AT T Ym1sT s 4 Ueh 2die
& MY HET [ HEA e
Team Frm, 1995 (8) 7 <@
A & BIAHHT & PIATE TRTDT
1 TTeTadT A fTehradi & Haror
@ foTq U Jenfies o faahia fan s | @MIB India T Wiéiaq
et & Tea 2 T @ Jenfie Feemr @ A a9
@ 91 fo e ® |
fais 17.06.2021 @1 forga W1 @1 S0 EWT ST
@l T T § e T foan T ¥ o adue e
o rril & Ted FEEd /e @1 & e d Fata
qrRat @1 Tt @ ¥ H & o7 U Fa-AaTad

25 SATELLITE & CABLETV

JULY 2021



MEDIA BEAT

citizens relating to violation of the Programme/
Advertisng Codesunder theRules. Similarly, various
Broadcasters have also developed their inter nal self-
regulatory mechanism for addressing grievances.

¢ However, a need was felt to lay down a statutory
mechanism for strengthening the grievance redressal
structure. Some Broadcasters had also requested for
giving legal recognition to their associations/bodies.

¢ TheHon'ble Supreme Court, initsorder in W.P. (C)
No. 387 of 2000in thematter of “Common CauseV's
Union of India& Others’ whileexpressing satisfaction
over the existing mechanism of grievance redressal
set up by the Central Government, had advised framing
appropriate rulesto formalise the complaint redressal
mechanism.

& ‘“Theabovenatification issignificant asit pavesthe
way for astronginstitutional system for redressing
grievances while placing accountability and
responsibility on the Broadcasters and their self-
regulating bodies.”

The main changes are intended to finally shift
responsibility for adherence to the Advertising and
Programme Codes to the Broadcasters. The Cable Act
was enacted by an Ordinance in 1994 and became an Act
in 1995. In the same year, the Supreme Court in the (1995)
2 SCC 161 Cricket Association of Bengal judgment ruled
that

& Airwaves or frequencies are public property. Their
use has to be controlled and regulated by a public
authority in the interests of the public and to prevent
the invasion of their rights. .... The Central
Government shall take immediate steps to set up an
independent, autonomous public authority
representative of all Sections and interestsin society
to control and regulate the use of airwaves.

Threeeffortsat Broadcast/Conver ged Regulation
in 1997/2006 and 2001 failed to passin Parliament.

Finally, in 2008, self-regulatory bodies were set up
by the Broadcasters-Indian Broadcaster Federation (IBF)
and News Broadcasters Association (NBA) named
Broadcast ContentsComplaintsCouncil (BCCC) and News
Broadcasters StandardsAuthority (NBSA). A breakaway
NewsBroadcaster sFeder ation also set up aself-regulatory
body named Professional News Broadcaster s Sandards
Organisation -PNBSO in 2020. Unlike the Advertising
SandardsCouncil of India (ASCI), they lacked statutory
recognition till June 17, 2021.

AWl & AW T Ud TAN 9 ¢ |34 avE, e
TR | 97 T 37 & & [ 30 SAiaRke @-
fFrame @ &1 faem e T

& T, femd Marm g @1 79gd & @ We U
e T A Bl AT TH Bl T | S T
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fopam o |

& TN STEdW e 7 M SR 1M 9
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b 5 A A O 7 o O 0 B e L B S
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1994 T AR BT AFAMT fohar 7ar or AW 1995 §
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.21 A e 0 A 5 e 7 e e | R
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The issue of media trials in ongoing criminal
investigations has been coming up often in the Courts. In
the case of Siddharth Vasisth@M anu Sharma vs State
NCT of Delhi judgment in Criminal Appeal 179 of 2007
dated 19.04.2010, the Supreme Court observed that

¢ The freedom of speech protected under Article 19
(1) (a) of the Constitution must be carefully and
cautiously used to avoid interference in the
administration of justice and lead to undesirable
results in the matters sub- judice before the Courts.

The Bombay High Court, while hearing a batch of
PILsto ban or restrict mediatrials, recently acknowledged
that the self-regulatory bodies set by Broadcastersdid exist.
It strongly felt that it was for the Government to act under
the Cable Act for violations of the Broadcasting and
Programming Codes. Inthe Nilesh Navalakha and related
judgments, the Bombay High Court, in its judgment No
PIL ST. 92252/2020 dated 18.01.2021 stated,

¢ “We do not approve such abdication of substantive
power (by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting) conferred by the CTVN Act and the
CTVN Rules by such authorities in favour of a
voluntary organisation (private body), which is
formed by the channelsthemselves, namely, the NBA
and which has constituted the ‘NBSA'.

& In view of our conclusion that matters which are
pendinginvestigation on a criminal complaint clearly
fall within the restriction as contained in the
Programme Code, contemplated under Section 5 of
the CTVN Act and Rule 6 of the CTVN Rules, it
would beamandatory obligation of such authorities
to immediately act upon the complaints received
against the T.V. channels which are alleged to be
violating the Programme Code or any other
provisions of the CTVN Act and the CTVN Rules
and take the necessary action as provided for
thereunder.

Notwithstanding this strong judgment of the
Bombay High Court, the Government hasamended the Cable
Rules 1994 and given statutory statusto Broadcaster self-
regulatory bodies. By doing so, the future path the
Government will take is now clear. All forms of media
(barring newspapers Government by Press Council
guidelines) will now haveatripletier self-regulatory code
with robust gover nment over sight. Thefirst will be by the
Broadcaster itself; the second tier will be Broadcaster Self-
Regulatory bodies like IBF/BCCC; NBA/NBSA; NBF/
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PNBSO, and the third will be an Interministry Committee
whichwill bethetoptier.

Government oversight on Broadcast Content has
been tightened by giving a lot of power to the Inter-
Departmental Committee under the newly amended Rules.
These include:

¢ The Committee shall meet periodically and hear
complaints regarding violation or contravention of
the Programme Code and the Advertising Codethat
may:

(i) ariseout of appeal against the decisions taken at
the Level | or Level |1, as the case may be, or
where no such decision is taken within the
specified time; or

(i) bereferredtoit by theCentral Government.

& Thelnter-Departmental Committee shall examine
complaintsor grievancesreceived by it and make any
of the following recommendations to the Central
Government, namely:

(i) advising, warning, censuring, admonishing, or
reprimanding such Broadcaster; or

(i) requiring an apology of such Broadcaster; or

(i) requiring such Broadcaster to includeawarning
card or adisclaimer; or

(iv) requiring such Broadcaster to delete or modify
the content or take the channel or a programme
off-air for a specified time period where it is
satisfied that such actioniswarranted, for reasons
to berecorded in writing.

& After considering the Committee'srecommendations,
the Central Government may issue appropriate orders
and directions for compliance by the Broadcaster.

& SupposetheCentral Government issatisfied that
theprogramme of any channel isnot in conformity
with theProgrammeCodeor that theadvertisement
of any channel is not in conformity with the
Advertising Code. In that case, it may, after giving
an opportunity of hearingtothecable operator, and
by an order in writing, prohibit thetransmission or
re-transmission of any such channel or programme
in accordancewith the provisions of Section 20 of
theAct.

At the sametime, the Government has entrusted the
self-regulatory bodies of the Broadcasters with statutory
recognition. The primary purposeisto carry out the mandate
of the Supreme Court in the Common Cause judgment of
12.01.2017 in W.P. (Civil) 387 of 2000, wherein the Supreme
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Court had acknowl edged that thereis an existing mechanism
for redressal of grievancesof viewers. Still, itisnot known
to the general public.

The operation of the current self-regulatory code
also came in for examination last year in the Delhi High
Courtinthe case of alleged mediatrial and “vilification” of
aBollywood actress Rakul Preet Singh inthe Delhi High
Court in Civil Writ Petition 6568/2020. She alleged that
her name was being dragged into the investigation on the
death of awell-known actor Mr Sushant Singh Rajpuit.

On 17.09.2020, the Delhi High Court asked the
electronic mediato exerciserestraint in making allegations
against her and directed that her petition be treated as a
complaint and action taken by NBF/NBSA.. Thisdid happen,
and on 10.12.2020, the NBSA issued a series of restraint
orders to the leading news Broadcasters. Here was a case
of the “media victim” appealing for protection from
vilificationfromthe High Court. The NBSA did Act but only
on beingsoordered by theHigh Court. Timewill tell whether
the enormous faith reposed in the Broadcasters will be
sufficient, or Government will haveto act as directed by the
Bombay High Court inthe Nilesh Navalakha judgment.

Curiously enough, the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting had circulated the amendments to the Cable
Act 1995 in January 2020 to tighten many provisionsand
ensure statutory legislative responsibility by a series of
amendments, especially to Sections5, 6 and 20 of the Cable
Act. Theseamendmentsareapparently currently in cold
storage.

COMMENTT:

It may now be safely stated that there is no
intention at present (after 26 years) to implement
the CAB Judgment of 1995, asking for an
Autonomous Broadcast Regulatory Authority

setting to govern airwaves as per the CAB
Judgment of 1995.
The current manner of regulating

Broadcasters through the Cable Act is a major
legislative failure to effectively monitor the
vibrant broadcast media industry. There are
approximately 902 Broadcasters with valid
downlinking permission. The size of the T.V.
homes is variously estimated between 190-220
Million. The estimated T.V. viewers number
between 850-900 million viewers.

Such a vibrant T.V. ecosystem does not have a
modern Broadcast Regulatory Act, and that too in
an erawhere OTT ismaking fast stridesin the past 2
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@9 SIfIHFT & AT § TARE @ fAqanT
X HT JAA aBT @Fd JART Hfsqr e
&t gureht Frmt 4 % 99T RrerEt Rrgerar
& | T 902 SisHIRY e STSHAfIRT AT
@ arg &3 a0 & HHW F AFAT 190-220
faferam & drq & | sgmifa et avfal @t aEr
850-900 fiferaT asf®l & &g 31

qq Saq e @i 7 oy gisare
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years and today is estimated to have anywhere
between 50-75 million subscribers, with Disney
Hotstar benefiting from | PL rightswhich isnowthe
largest OTT operator.

No doubt, new social and digital mediaruleshave
been notified in February 2021. Now, the Cable
Rules have been amended in June 2021.

But the Cable Act is woefully outdated, and
Government isplanning to amend the I nformation
Technology Act. Had the Convergence
Commission of I ndia Act been passed in 2001, both
these and other acts like the 1885 Telegraph Act
would have subsumed into the new mega Act.
Efforts to revive this mysteriously fell through a
couple of years back.

Thiscolumnist hasfor the past 20 yearsadvocated
the need for an Autonomous Electronic Media
Regulator. Still, it isquite clear that thefelt need for
facilitative light-touch Regulation will remain a
miragein thenear future.

2. TRAI AMENDMENTS TO
INTERCONNECTION REGULATIONS 2017
- STREAMLINING CAS AND SMS SYSTEMS

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
amended the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Third
Amendment) Regulations, 2021, on June 11, 2021. The
Amendment makes the following changes in
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
I nterconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 :

¢ Regulation 4A is inserted. This provides for
compliance to requirements of Addressable Systems
by Distributors of Television channels—

» Every Distributor of a television channel shall
deploy aConditional Access System (CAS) and
Subscriber Management System (SM S), which
(shall) conform to the requirements as specified
in Schedulel X.

If aDistributor failsto obtain the certification of
the Conditional Access System and/or
Subscriber Management System deployedinits
network within the stipulated timelines, as
specified by the Authority, it shall be liable to
pay, by way of financial disincentive, an amount
of Rupeesonethousand per day for default upto
thirty daysbeyond the due date and an additional

o g & R g@@ 50-75 Rt wew &,
fad & Rt gleeerr &t onsdiga aif¥@rt &
@Y ga & A o/ qed q3T G sirater 8/

fza3z wtadt 2021 & 74 G SR feforew
Hifsar frat @1 siftrgfa fear mar 8 159 @9
frami @t 7 2021 & gefera far mar @ | @feT
9w SR aga §uar @ S @er gadr
a@ial AT 7 goegT & st s a4
@ & af ra &1 F<aia SErT SfifAET 2001
¥ gt faar Tar &r ar & @l ST 1885 e
FrfET G4 o= stfaT T W siET
IMfIeT & T B | EE alia § 59 gAsiied &
? 999 3B T Yee [a%er & T g1

59 @9BR 7 fisd 20 auf 4 @ @
SoFRIe AT amE Bt EaTHAT Bt THIAT
2 &6 Wt 77 farge @e 8 & glaemsms
@i 2q VA9 @ YT @ T omasaHar
e wfereg 7 q& grgem &+t @t |

2. 2@ sH@aeH fafem 2017 & dotem
-Hiquy T wHuAey Rrew & gemaia
DT
I ZHar s aifee (31) J 11 5 2021
F FHAT (TART AT &) HAT FEARH  (T3HA
e ) (FrmT Fored ) fafem, 2021 & #Heem foan | e
THAR (T AR &ad ) Far sevd e (T3iaw fe)
fafad 2017 § fefafad aRads &vdr &
& RIFEW 4T =@ T T 19E SoifaeE A9l & faaet

B UHAA 2d &l AEAHNHA & FII & g

TEM Hl &

o Tl I @1 9 [ddidh Udh HeIeFd Taad
R (duE) i gewEeR Aorie Rew
(Taqaed) T &, S sger 9 § ffde
AEAFHAA & FTET B |

+ A @ fadve ifaer g [ide MeifRa wm
A & A A Teas § AT BeleMe Tad
Rreen ofit /o weawEeR ¥ R @
TV 9T & § [ 7Bl @ a1 98 faiE
frete & wreEm F U T B A B @ o
TAPErEl e 2T ffy F dm A aw e &
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amount of Rupeestwo thousand per day in case
the default continues beyond thirty days from
the due date

¢ A new Schedule I X has been inserted, providing
Conditional Access System (CAS) and Subscriber
Management System (SM S).

Explanatory Notesand Rationalefor Amendment

& The Regulatory framework provides for non-
discrimination and mandatory sharing of signals.
These provisions have hel ped many new small multi-
system operators (MSOs) install networks and start
their services. As per the extant regulations, if the
addressable system does not meet the requirements
specifiedin Schedulel I 1, the Broadcaster ispermitted
to disconnect signals of television channels, as per
provisoto sub-Regulation (2) Regulation 15, after due
notice. Para 37.

AT 9 oA F T |
TS AIq AT q9iew & e a@
o e gan IW-dewaget A B &1 e w59 &
ATAT &7 BN T AT & |37 TG 7 &5 79 Bl
ool P Siavedl (THUAS) I dedd wfid &7
AT T FAE 5 HH F 988 B © | Al o &
AT AT UHa P g 8 ¥ fidw stavadbansi
@1 I &l HIAT © ol TARaT @l It AleA & 918 39—
fFem (2) R 15 & g & oar Sefee
AT & P @l [SThde B @l

& Sometimes, small MSOs suffer
such eventuality due to the
deployment of sub-standard
CASand SM S. Thisarisesfrom
the fact that there are no
prescribed, tested, and certified

AR & | W 87|

* FT-T BT THUHST &l g
Hqey AR TIQICH &1 Tl & H
AT Rfer @ AWET BT 92T 2 |7 3T
T H e 2T ¢ fob @15 e, witerr
3 I T TE | B THuEeE

solutions. Small MSOs have
limited awareness of necessary technical parameters.
Many times, cost remainsthe primary deciding factor
for buying certain products/solutions. Para 37.

& Hence, there is a need to draft and deploy adequate
standardsfor content security for CAS. Still, effective
compliance with the statutory framework is also
essential to build trust and confidence among all the
stakeholders. This entails the entrustment of testing
and certification work to a reputed and trusted
agency. Para 38.

¢ Trust and confidence among all stakeholders should
be the cornerstone of any statutory framework for its
effective compliance. Therefore, the testing and
certification agency must not only befair, reasonable,
and non-discriminatory; it must also generate such
confidence and trust among all the stakeholders. Para
46,

& The Authority shall designate Testing and
Certification Agency(ies) that shall overseethetesting
and certification of different CAS and SMS. The
Authority, in consultation with the designated testing
and certification agency(ies) shall issue a Test
Schedule *with a detailed testing procedure for each
requirement, as may be required. Looking to the

@ UM E9Ah ddidl ANdl & v H
AT AT 2 |95 a7 B IR /TAEH & FIET
% foTT T wrerfenar Mo & i 7ol & U 87 |
& AT Hqug & fQ Gt guen & fau weie
qe] &1 FATET (1 7 3T I @] B a0l Sa9Tdhdl
2 | o1 71 Requment & 4 favar 3w favam s e
% fou Juifie g &1 99TET SEUe o STEsId
Z |39% o us gfdfted 3 fqeae ot @ qdieor
A v & AT EvEs T YW 38 |
& T RAUNHl & 49 [q9am A7 a@Ed 369% TAEl
I & forg TR ot Jenfes @i b S 2
MY | ZAFIT G0 AT YN Tt &l T daa Hoge,
Sfad 9 W-HeWEqY BT 91T, 3 A9 RdUra &
g A favam A favam o Yer & ey | 46 |
& U0 Goeor T GHIOH TSR bl AT B Sl
AT AUE AW TR & 9T 9 THIOE @ T
T | TR0 IR 92T 37 YR TARET & W
H ydE AEEHA & o0 U faqa i ufean &
A TH G ST AT B, SAh SE9ad @
Tl © | THOHTH 317 QQUH & THHICD HEB &
Yo @1 T3 g Sl qaadl SN ¥ AX &
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*

importance of synchronised functioning of SM S and
CAS as emphasised in preceding Sections, such Test
Schedule * shall also check that the CAS under testing
supports integrating with any other SM'S and vice
versa. Para47.

The Authority envisages that there will be some
time gap before the ecosystem becomes fully
compliant with the testing and certification
framework. Accordingly, theAuthority will prescribe
the timeline within which such systems shall get
tested and certified to meet the requirements as
specified in Schedule I X. Accordingly, the
Authority shall notify relevant amendments in
Schedule 111 and the Audit Manual, as required,
along with the testing and certification regime dates.
Para48.

A robustly designed and tightly coupled CASand SM S
ar e expected to check piracy and result in factual
reporting of subscriptions, which will lead to
improved revenue realisation by all concerned
stakeholders. Further mor e, theframework promises
many nonpecuniary benefits, such asbeing conducive
to doing business and adopting better technology,
resultingin better serviceand end-user experience.
A mor e securenetwork can also attract mor e high-

quality content, ther eby providing consumer swith
mor echoice. Para55.

COMMENTT:

This step comes a decade after Digital
Addressable Systems (DAS) were introduced by
amendments to the Cable Television Network
Regulation Act 1995 in 2011 and the Cable
Television Network Rules 1994 in 2012. This is a
welcome development and will pose no difficulty to
the large Multi-System Operators (MSO) or the
Regional MSOs.

The objective of the Digital Addressable Systems
Regimewasto bring in mandatory choicesto viewers
to select channels of their choice and pay for what
they wished to see and hopefully reduce a large
number of disconnection noticesand litigation suits
in the Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate
Tribunal.

Thereare 1724 licensed Multi-System Operators
on 12.04.2021 (as per the latest update on the MI1B
website) in the country. The direct impact of these
amendments will fall on less than 10-15 per cent
described by TRAI as“small MSOs’.

7, WA 93T Sl 98 1 S| S0 o e & ded
fuuyg T 37T CHUAUE & AT ThHIETT H qHdH
HA & AT 3% QUi | U 47 |

IO &l IR & fob T2 3 YU Gid & A1
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HETE 2, ACFad 0| W 48 |
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LG e s L LG R e | 2 ) ) s 1 ) s 1
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ot smeifa & awar @ R Swiwatei &
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feegufis
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2011 ¥ #aa efifas Aeas fafraaa sftfraa
1995 3T 2012 7 e 2wfifaaa d2as a9
1994 § GG ERT 99T f®F T & U@ 39% @
g8 ofar & 198 @rI are faera &€ ot 399
g8 7ot Ry grqiet ofit éFia waugen &t
#IE Ffeag 78T & |

feforeer ugaae fyeeq cgaeer &1 39T
gyl @ ferg oot 99e & @9el @ 997 @ foig
fvard faaeq @mar it @t @ agar ared &
9% forg A & 9T SR SHE & & grEan
ferame fger ordieiia =rafaser 4 gt ger
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They will need to upgrade their networks to
acceptable prescribed CAS/SMS norms or form
Cable Cooperatives (a mirage at present) or take
backend infrastructure servicesfrom large M SOs/
HIT'S operators willing to share their passive
infrastructure current infrastructure sharing
norms.

3. HISTORIC INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING
PACT BETWEEN NXT DIGITAL AND
SITICABLE

Hinduja Group’s NXTDigital Headend in The Sky
(HITS) isIndiafirst fully functional digital initiative of a
Hybrid Satellite-based and Fibre based Project,
“NXTDIGITAL". It hasalready surpassed over 5.5 million
digital cable subscribersin Indiain over 1500 cities. It is
availablein all 28 States and 9 Union Territories of India,
including the Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and L akshadweep. At present,
it supplies 660 satellite channels. It can
provide 24 local channelswith unique
technology to encrypt them as per the
requirements of the CableAct.

The Government permission
for HITSto NXTDIGITAL in 2015 permitted both active
services through linked Cable Operator networks and
passive infrastructure services. For this purpose, a state
of art satellite earth station has been set up in Noida near
Delhi.

Theoriginal HI TSRegulationsof 26.11. 2009 were
amended on 06.11.2021. The Amendment now allows
explicitly for voluntary sharing of passive infrastructure
between the HITS Operator and the M SOs. Thiswas done
by introducing two new regulations being Rule 16,
providing for

& Wherever technically feasible, the HI TS operator may
share the platform infrastructure voluntarily, in
flexibleways, for distribution of T.V. channelsprovided
that the signals of the HITS platform are distributed
to subscribers through Cable operator only and the

encryption of signals, addressability and liabilitiesare
not compromised.

Rule 17 states,

“Theadherenceand complianceto al the provisions
of therulesand guidelinesissued by MIB and NOCC
and WPC, DoT for grant of licence to the HITS
operator will be the responsibility of both the existing
Operator and the new applicant proposing to share

% oY Aeqd @t whed FuiRa dega/
qaUqTH A19Gst 4 9IS FTAT &I AT BT
agaRl afifoan (a7 g@ gIgsn) A
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FHTRFR qard @+ &t/
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the infrastructure, respectively to the extent as
required/ applicableindividually.”

On 11.05.2021, An NXTDigital /Siticable joint press
release stated:

¢ “SITI NetworksLimited (an Essel Group Company)

(MSO0), and Hinduja Group’sHeadend in the Sky
(HITS) platform NXT Digital have announced afirst-
ever infrastructuresharing agreement inthe MSO
spacein the country. The move, thefirst of itskind,
will have two conventional competitors share
infrastructure, heralding anew eraof collaboration
inthedigital platforms space. With this

move, both companies will synergise

and leverage their strengths to provide

the best services to customers.

SITI will leverage the HITS
infrastructure to deliver its signals to

itsLocal Cable Operators (LCOs), thus

providing its servicesto semi-urban and

rural subscribers while expanding its

footprint across the country through

satellite. For this integration, NXT

Digital’s Platform as a Service (PaaS) vertical
worked with SITI Networks' team to ensuretesting
and full compliance in using the already deployed
technologies and systems of SITI, such as
Subscriber Management, Conditional Access using
the existing Set-Top Boxesto provide serviceswith
the HITS platform wherever required.

According to NXTDigital, the potential market for
such PaaS (Platform-as-a-Service) or infrastructure
sharing services in India is estimated at over 60
million cable T.V. subscribers, connected to around
1,000 M SOs—largely independent or regional players,
who often face such cost, connectivity, and quality
challenges.

COMMENT
This is a significant development in the

CIRIG R RS % e R 1 i ke M M 1 ) O s M
R o 72 e 0 o e 7 L L 2 M s AR R

11.05.2021 &l TAUEHSl fEfited /e 9w 3 @
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T T B JEAT B39 HSH & AT &
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& R U A dad e (TAEE) @
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TORAN, A UHT HIAES & AW F g
FO GefUe @ forar &7d g9 g9 An
TIOT 22T T 3O HaTd 9ETH B | 37 THIEHI0
# oo TaggEdl e wiewd oo U
g (fquew) aféaa 7 Ren Tead & <M & A
BT (228 WIEWH & AT Jd1d Y &7 & (o0 BISIT
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fopa 1 7 |
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(wTe®r O U A9 ) a1 Shrgeat JanT Jarst & g
AT = & A 60 RftEd 7 sfa® daw
21T TR @ &, S THT 1000 TICESAT & AT 3
TU E-92 YN W 4 9 o Raensl & e S
AT, Hriaefael AT TUrEd! Sl Al &l AT BT
Il % |
feeguft
98 HRT 7 BR7e@ »97 Ik & IRYFT

maturing of the Indian digital cable market in
India. Infrastructure sharing will help competing
companies to pare costs and focus more on joint
technological development to bring many value-
added services for Indian customers. As the
NXTDigital HITS network isa unique hybrid mix
of satellite services, it should be able to start
quadruple-play services all over India. With the

g 7 % TeEyy fawr B |5wrgeEy SART &
gfreqelf #9fal & @R T B AR GRAT
TEH % frg 7% gea affa dard @F @ kg
qgFd aeiel @ T e & siad &
¥ qeg Ml | gfe gaueet Riea g 4eas
8emge dareil w1 orger EEtyE frsar 8, g@ferg
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increasing adoption of OTT services, the need for
such joint business ventures makes immense sense
in today's converged times.

There are many small MSOs who are unable
to cope with the technical requirements of the
Interconnection Regulations. The recent
amendments bringing in financial disinvestment
in case CAS and SM S Systems are not technically
compliant should push the small MSOs to
either upgrade or join the NXTDIGITAL PAAS
platform.

4. AMENDMENTS TO CINEMATOGRAPH
ACT - CONTROVERSIAL SUPER REVIEW
PROPOSED

On 18.06.2021, the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting issued a Press

IRy | S qarei @ Fgct @hwrEdar » arg
Qq §gFT FaqifdE UHA B SAqHA A
% ®aiq qIg 7 g qE+ @l 8/

5 o2 uqugsn & & se@aa fafyaa
@ TBABT HEIHAN BT T B § Fq7e
& | diuug o uHuauy v & dadial &9 8
agure 7€ &t @t Rafy & Rrfta Rifvdsr &
g H goneql & 8i TATqS & 41 ar 9IS
HT a1 gAuewet feforee wrg wewd 4 snfier
gt & forg 9RT &t aifRT

4. RAATTE Tae § Hotye -RERmg gw
Reg gwarfea

18.06 .2021 I AT AT FARY FAT@E 7 TF 44 712

A @7 RAerTe s

Note asking for public
reactions to certain vital
amendments  to the
Cinematograph Act, 1952. It
stated that the Ministry
proposes introducing
the Cinematograph
(Amendment) Bill, 2021,
whichwill make“sanctioning
films for exhibition more
effective, in tune with the

1952 § %5 Tedqu HATEAl
& foTg ST T fcifoRar #E |
A FeT AT & [ HATEH
EECIUIL N CEI L)
T 2021 U9 & F A
FHTAT & A1 Faeld A9 & 3PET
9E9H & fora foeT bt FogfT o
AR A & A BT B B
% foTQ 3fees Tl ST |39
T 2.07.2021 dF FAATG A

changing times and curb the
menace of piracy.” The responses have been requested
by 2.07.2021.

The amendments have some new features:

A) New U/A Categories

Thefollowing provisionsrelating to certification of
films under the ‘unrestricted, public exhibition’ category
are proposed to be amended to further sub-divide the
existing U.A. category into age-based categories, viz. U/A
7+,U/A 13+ and U/A 16+:

COMMENT:

This new classification brings age-gating as
in social and digital media introduced in the
February 25, 2021 Regulations and is therefore
unexceptionable.

B) Validity of Film Certificate
Amendment of sub-Section (3) of Section 5 A
regarding ‘ Validity of certificate’ —

TE

H9e § g T fagradr % ¢
(v) & g/q abm
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& &1
ft) e gamoE @ e
‘qHTOT W @ dEAr & TaY § 4 5T & 9u-
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As per the provision of the present Act under sub-
Section 3 of Section 5A, the certificateissued by the Board
isvalid for 10 years. Although thisrestriction onthevalidity
of the certificate for only 10 years has been removed
through executive orders, the existing provision in the Act
requires to be amended to remove the stipulation such that
the certificateisvalidin per petuity.

COMMENT:

Thisis a procedural amendment as the 10-year
restriction had already been removed in executive
ordersand is non-controversial.

(@] Amendment of sub-Section (1) of Section 6
regarding ‘Revisional powers of the Central
Government’:

In the existing Act under Section 6, the Central
Government has been empowered to call for the record of
proceedingsin relation to certification of afilm pending or
has been decided by the Board and pass any order thereon.
In other words, this means that the Central Government, if
the situation so warranted, has the power to reverse the
Board's decision.

However, the Hon' ble High Court of Karnataka in
KM ShankarappaVs. Union of I ndia case stated that the
Central Government cannot exercise revisional powers
regarding films already certified by the Board. This has
also been upheld by the Hon' ble Supreme Court vide its
judgment dated 28/11/2000in Civil Appeal 3106 of 1991.

The Hon’ble Supreme Court has also opined that
the Legislature may, in certain cases, overrule or nullify the
judicial or executive decision by enacting appropriate
legislation. In this regard, it is stated that sometimes
complaints are received against a film that alludes to
violation of Section 5B (1) of the Cinematograph Act, 1952,
after afilmiscertified.

Article 19(2) of the Constitution imposes
reasonablerestrictions upon the freedom of speech and
expression in theinterests of the sovereignty and integrity
of India, the security of the State, friendly relationswith
foreign States, public order, decency, or morality or in
relation to contempt of court, defamation, or incitement
of any offence. Therefore, the following amendments are
proposed in the Bill.

i. Removal of theprovisonsstruck down by theHon'ble
Court in Sub-Section (1) of Section 6in thePrincipal
Act.

ii. Adding aproviso to sub-Section (1) of Section 6
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TIh & T AT T9M ARG THR AW |
e & AT Ied A | I 6 &g FHE ars g0
Ted F TN e & e § G it & YA Tar
H Wbl € |30 A Fared IEEd ZET 1991 & e
i 3106 # RAiw 28 /11/2000 % 7 ot EmT 4
el T2 T E |

qHIT TaTed e | 98 A1 79 &1 § {oh (et
T A § S B ST e A1 ST Ff 6l 7
1 72 BT T © |39 a9 § T2 ®el T § b B9l Uk
b & g forad o 2 2 S i feer i @
& 9e RETSTw st 1952 & i 58 (1)
% ToclEd @l Habd &l ¢ |

TITEI T 3% 19 (2) WA &I AT A 3Fd=,
T @ gran, el Tl & AT WO Hal, Aesig
T, ST AT Afcehal & fedi § 9T 37 Afvreated &
T 9 SR gfae T € | STETed dl STaHIeHT, Aei
7 RT3 o 1T 3ha & Fae § | 3y foet § Fefeiad
FYTEM TEAIed 2 |
1. qa_atufrem &t g 6 & su-ura (1) &

i 1 O 21 2 AP A 2 R 2 B § e 2 O 1

&1 |
2. Atufem &t a1 5 & (1) & SwE @ BRI
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for grantingrevisionary power stothe Gover nment

on account of violation of Section 5B (1) of the
Act:

Since the provisions of Section 5 B(1) are derived
from Article 19(2) of the Constitution and are non-
negotiable, it is also proposed in the Draft Bill to add a
proviso to sub-Section (1) of Section 6 to the effect that on
receipt of any references by the Central Government in
respect of afilm certified for public exhibition, on account
of violation of Section 5 B(1) of the Act, the Central
Government may if it considersit necessary soto do, direct
the Chairman of the Board to re-examinethe film.

COMMENT:

This is a controversial step intended to
overcome the Supreme Court's judgment in KM
Shankarappa Vs. Union of India in Civil Appeal
3106 of 1991 dated 28/11/2000. I n this judgment,
the Supreme Court upheld the Karnataka High
Court order, which held that Government did not
have the power of revision once a picture was
certified. The Supreme Court had noted that in
terms of the K.A. Abbas judgment (1970) 2 SCC
780, the Government had set up a Film Appellate
Tribunal, and in that judgment, the Supreme Court
had expressed satisfaction that

& "We express our satisfaction that the Central
Government will cease to perform curial
functionsthrough one of its secretariesin this
sensitive field involving the fundamental right
of speech and expression. Experts sitting as a
Tribunal and deciding matters quasi-judicially
inspire more confidence than a secretary.
Therefore, it is better that the appeal should
lieto a Court or Tribunal."

In the Shankarappa judgment, the Supreme
Court expressed surprise that having set up the
Film Appellate Tribunal, the Government still
wanted to retain revisionary powers. |t stated:

& Once a quasi-judicial body like the Appellate

Tribunal, consisting of a retired Judge of

a High Court or a person qualified to be a

Judge of aHigh Court and other expertsin the

field, givesits decision that decision would be

final and binding so far as the Executive and
the Government is concerned. To permit
the Executive to review and/or revise that
decision would amount to interference with the

LG e R KA O i 2 R e 7 O L K

6 @i IU-urr (1) ¥ Wgs FArsm

gfe gmr 54 (1) & UrEue AN & AW
19 (2) 7 fw ™ ¥ 37 I wam ¥, gafae wdE
foredias § umr 6 @ SU-gmT (1) ¥ ww wWqw o S
F gIE B | atafem @ g 5 & (1) & S &
B AEATS YEIH & [T g hed & 999 § @5
THN EA &3 He9 U 2M W, &g THM AfS THT BT
avah FAAA & o 37 MET T Al & |92 & reme
e &1 Sram ShiE B |

fevquiy
qg U% framerwe #eq & fraer 3859 a9

STHTST §F HRd &9 4 1991 % 28 /11/2000

# Rifaw sdfir 3106 7 g #IE & a7 B T

T 8139 dad 7 guiim &1 7 FAlew 39

T & SR B AR 1@l frad #er

g7 & U% oo gaiforg &I & 918 @R & 99

B 9T FXA B AfFT ToI 8 1JHT FE 7 Al

fear a1 f& % g srera fvfg (1970) 2 gadEiEt

780 % o ¥ @R T TF b rdfieia ~ranfemeer

@ WY @ i, iR 39 fvfg § gafem =rEmeq

7 gary T fear ar &

* ‘&7 oo Agfe @@ #vd & f& 3 AR
Iy ST ifretad & e SRR & I3
39 gagsiir T 7 9 Al 7 4 @ @
grege @ foamg &1 & g8 & 3t
feegaem & &g 4 &3 fastasr oiiv aren &1
frofa sref-=nfy® @9 @ O% afea & JaEaa
St Sty &1 IRT @ & |34l 98
dear g fa ordter faet =memersr
fregaer & g+t aifeg)’

TBTT B Bad 4 g FIE T ad Fa
f&ar a1 feeT Srdieta =TaTfeTeT & 9 &
g7 H TR JAAT AT B THIR TG
gredt 2 /399 @er Tar &

& UF g7 HYIAT FFfeEeor AF oref-~ia
frrare, e seg =marerar & @arfrge
qIATERtIT AT e ey d FrErEfsr g9
@ qrg e AR & & a7 R9we e &
&, orgr fAofg dar & fa fofg sifem sitt
qrEgHETT &I STET A% BB ST GBI
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exercise of judicial functions by a quasi-
judicial Board.

& |twould amount to subjecting the decision of a
quasi-judicial body to the scrutiny of the
Executive. Under our Constitution, the position
is reverse. The Executive has to obey judicial
orders. Thus, Section 6(1) is a travesty of the
rule of law which is one of the basic structures
of the Constitution

& Thelegislature may, in certain cases, overrule
or nullify the judicial or executive decision by
enacting appropriate legislation. However,
without enacting appropriate legislation, the
Executive or the Legislature cannot set at
nought ajudicial order. The Executive cannot
sit in an appeal or review or revise a judicial
order.

& The Appellate Tribunal consisting of experts
and decides matters quasi-judicially. A
Secretary and/or Minister cannot sit in
appeal or revision over those decisions. At
the highest, the Government may apply
to the Tribunal itself for a review if
circumstances warrant. But the Government
would be bound by the ultimate decision of the
Tribunal.

It becomes clear why the Film Appellate
Tribunal was abruptly abolished with immediate
effect by an ordinance dated 04.04.2021. As long
asit wasin existence, the Government was bound
by the Shankarappa Supreme Court judgment of
2000.

Early reactions of the film industry to the
proposed amendments are naturally adverse: One
news report states: “A group of filmmakers,
academicians and students have criticised the
proposed amendments to the Cinematograph Act,
which could empower the Government to re-
examine an already certified movie. They said the
proposed changes would give the Government
overriding power over cinema and threaten
freedom of expression in India. This will
also render filmmakers powerless at the hands
of the State as they will be more vulnerable to
threats, vandalism, and intimidation of mob
censors.”

@1 gag 8 | srdaiferar 1 39 fAufa @ gHEr
ST /ar 9T & @ AT AT F I
- i a/T ~=Re wrEl & orera d
EEIST B FATT &I |

* g8 up a-=fe e @ fAofa & o
FIAqIforsT @t SAa & ST & & aferer
& ded Reafy e & | arfafar &1 =R
TR BT YT BT ST & 139 9B &I
6(1) FMT & 9THT FT IUETH & AT Al
# gfadt gra 4 @ @@ &

* Ry, v amen 4, SfAa & TR
R a1 #Fd@RT (Afg &1 | a1 @ &
a&dl & | gTlie SUgaT HIT a4 AT F
qiferaer aT ferenRar =fie SRa &t T W
T TE #T gt & | srfarferar stfier &
TEl &% gl & a1 e Ry @t g ar
goneT TE & gHdr &1

* orfiefta =Tty frstast & frese qear
g ot e @t oref-=nfye w7 & a9 &ar
2 1q% afgq sfic/ar 44 7 Fuiar o s
ar gdteer & 78 43 "Fd § 3=aT & W
WFR fggam & & witenr & fog amasT #¢
a&dl & afe aRRafT sgge & | AT TR
fesgae & sifom Fofa & frg arem &t |
g s gl wrar & e feew ordiefra

BT BT fTH 04.04.2021 & TF AR

T Tehlel 97T & 41 G915 &7 faar T

g7 | Tq q& g€ S § g1, @I 2000 %

BT I HIE & bad G areg o6 |
gl goreHl & forg feer SarT &t arfvs

gfiféard @raifas &9 4 gfage & @& garEn

R9id & @er mar & f& ‘feew Fafarsn, frenfaer

ST 8l & & aqE 4 REAerare st

gEIferT el @t SAraTT & &, A BN B

geet @ gAIPT feq @l T & g @ @ fog

qIrFT T GHar & |3l »er f& gEfaa

YRadT @B B A1 9T SAferaret s garT

HYT 3R 9T & Sify=afadd @t @daar Gat & o

ARl | aE e fEfareit & 5T @ &rEl e

#T M e 3 dqT a gHfHAr, Fotar v

SUH-egmH @ 9fa sifa-gagadfer &
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The proposed Amendment quotes Article 19 (2)
on Reasonable Restrictions. It controversially
claims that since Section 5 B (1) provisions are
derived from Article 19(2) of the Constitution and
are non-negotiable... the amendments giving
Government super revisionary power are sought to
be introduced.

This, of course, is part of a continuing
regulatory effort to bring Government oversight
to all formsof media (other than print media) and
is bound to be hotly debated and may ultimately
be challenged in court.

D) Film Piracy

Film Piracy, particularly therelease of pirated films
on the internet, the Consultation Paper states, causes huge
losses to the film industry and government exchequer. In
most cases, illegal duplication in cinema halls is the
originating point of piracy. At present, thereare no enabling
provisionsto check film piracy inthe

geatfera ey 4 Sfya gfeat i dgesT
19 (2) #1 &arem fear 74T B 198 famEmwe &g
g arar #var 8 f& g grT 5 & (1) gEgm
qferar & srgeBT 19 (2) & yrsd U &t R
W& 2...9%@R &l R Rt aew 33
qre el d 99T & B AT B AH &

gz FfYaa &7 & a4t g1 & #ifsar (fUe
HfAfsar & srerenr) | @Rt T i &
fore g& gaa frams garg @ Rem & $it 59
W AT g89 &A1 a9 & SR Sfaas g9 gerdr
& o a&dr &1

€) feewr o
e R, 9 =9 7 gevie W ouEies e &
FEIe, ®Aee™ 97 § el T © (o 3 e SEr i
FHN TAN B 9 JHAE 8 7@l € | AR qmel §
R & & 319y T 9t & $¥S W BRI 8 | ad
ae H REudrer sifafeem 1952

CinematographAct, 1952, makingit
necessary to have aprovision in the
Act to check film piracy.
Therefore, the following
amendments are proposed in the

Draft Bill:
i. Insertion of new Section 6AA
& Prohibition of

unauthorised recording
“6AA. Notwithstanding
any law for thetime being

i 5 9RREN F1 T & [T Bi5
HeF TGN Tl @ T e qrE
@ BT & [ At § gaee
FHAT AGTE 2 T E |

AT FATET (e H Feferaa Jommes
eI %

i)  SE 9RT 6UU @ ARHws
& FET Pl & oy
6UT | ToF4T HI &I & @] 2 & a1
foreft ft =fe @1, @I & fafaa

in force, no person shall,
without the written authorisation of the author,
be permitted to use any audio-visual recording
devicein aplace to knowingly make or transmit
or attempt to make or transmit or abet the making
or transmission of acopy of afilm or apart thereof.
Explanation. - For the purposes of this Sub
Section, the expression “author” shall have the
same meaning as assigned to it in clause (d) of
Section 2 of the Copyright Act, 1957.".

ii) Penaltiesfor Piracy
Insertion of new sub-Section 1 A in Section 7-
Penaltiesfor contravention of thispart 7(1A).

& |If any person contravenes the provisions of
Section 6AA, he shall be punishable with

SAIGATA & T, TRt T AT g et
Rl 2ama & JAMgE@? aqM a1 Tamd &
T G AT ZAHIE &7 A1 a9 & [o1T gia &7 &t
T & S STAICT Tl & STerty, A fT foee A
IH&E  [RIET WIT &1 gfaferia &1 g
T | TEHU3 3 JUES & AT & [
SiVeaie ‘W@w B gel 3 B Al BhREe
At 1957 & g1 2 & TS (§) §
T E
i) uEREr & foq g3
3@ 9 7 (1V) & Seeq @ [MQ 91 7-38 &
T IUERT 1 T &1 qiAe |
& I FE Al U 6UT & I bl Soele Hidl ©
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5.

imprisonment for aterm which shall not beless
than three months, but which may extend to
three years and with a fine which shall not be
less than three lakh rupees, but which may
extend to 5% of audited gross production
cost or with both. Also provided that, any act
mentioned in Section 52 of the Copyright
Act, 1957 (Act 14 of 1957) is not an
infringement of the provision of Section 6AA
of thisAct.”

COMMENT:

According to Irdeto, a global solutions
provider in digital platform security and media
and entertainment, the Indian media and
entertainment industry loses $2.8 billion of its
annual revenue to piracy. India is among the
top five countries in peer-to-peer downloading.
A recent report in a business paper claimed
that with most cinema halls closed for the
past 15 months due to Covid lockdown, the
extent of film piracy had gone up. Any effort to
curb film piracy will be welcomed by the
industry.

IS A ZEE - VIACOM MERGER ON THE

CARDS? - NOT REALLY

A report in a business paper claimed on June 21,

2021 that

*

2

“Viacom 18 Media Pvt. Ltd, the Colors general
entertainment channel owner, and Subhash
Chandra’'sZee Entertainment EnterprisesLtd are
ininitial talks for apotential
merger that could create a
large media firm with

interests spanning
broadcast, OTT, live
entertainment, and movie
production.

Viacom 18 is a joint venture between TV 18
Broadcast Ltd (51%) and US-based Viacom CBS
Inc. (49%). TV18 is a Network 18 Media and
Investments Ltd unit owned by Mukesh Ambani’s
ReliancelndustriesLtd (RIL). ZeeEntertainment
Enterprises Ltd, founded by Essel Group’s
Subhash Chandra, is majority-owned by foreign
institutional investors, including Investco,
Oppenheimer Developing Markets Fund and Ofi

a3 wIEE F &t foean S, S a9 98 A
@ el 2N, Wik Sl I ATl ddb 21 Aebell & AN
AT ST A @ T T B e &N, Wi S
AT Ghel SMTET AFTT @&l 5% a1 i
& WY dGAT AT [T € | TE 97 g [k BidRIge
sftufem 1957 (1957 &1 Sfuftaw 14) &t
YRT 52 § Ieargd @ 1 e 3w sftam

@ G 6UU & Yy & Sead el © |

fevqufys

fforem wiewrd gear st Hifsar ok FaRe
¥ dfeas qaren 9arar 8  HYUR, HRAT
Hfifear ST qATTT IGT H YT FINRfFH T
#T 2.8 fafergw stax &1 JFarT ok & gtar
& 19Ra iTR-g-dax sreaaifs T & oS grg qen
¥ snfier & 10 g 99 & eredt ' ong @@
Ratd & gram fear T & f& @ifas aisseT &
&R fUoe 15 7T @ SiffrsT AT &fa g8
&, feew &1 grerkdr @ i\ ag w8 | feew
QR W ST T P BT Ht AT F FET
BT @rTd fear arE

5. 1 ‘S-eamaetd’ @1 faera gwied §7-
&G TE |

21 S 2021 F U [0 Y97 § @ fhan T &
&

& TIHE 18 Hfgar ggae fwfRs, sad 7w

32TSTHE A & el AT U TeT 3l A §eXeSTHE
% foQ Al e & 7@ 8,
HUT T b & |
aEH ™ 18 I 18 JisHre MRS (51%) A
quq Rud aEem dded 36 (49% ) & 9/ T
TUHT T |G 18 YT A & Remww gEwi
fufies (omemew) & =@ ar & Teas 18
difzar iw fag ffies 3% & Io@« 0 & g9
g1 ET AT S Jeieie USURAT fefes,
I H], AUTERHT SIAMT qdhed B AT TR
AT B2 AT AUl Aled el F0md Faved &
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Global Fund China LLC. Essel Group’s equity
holding is down to 3.9%, although the company
continues to be run by Chandra’'s son Punit
Goenka.

¢ “Themerger of Viacom 18 and Zeeisproposed to be
done through a share swap deal. The talks started a
few weeks ago, and the agreement is unlikely to
involve any cash transaction.

Within 24 hours, Zee Entertainment EnterprisesLtd
informed the Bombay Stock Exchange that the story was
untrue. It stated

¢ Weherewith confirm that there is no such transaction
being undertaken, and the matter is speculative in
nature."

Viacom 18/Reliance kept adiscreet silence.

Viacom 18 describesitself asone of India’sfastest-
growing entertainment networks and a house of iconic
brands offering multi-platform, multi-generational and
multicultural brand experiences. It claims to
have properties online, on the ground, in-shop
and through cinema.

ZeeEntertainment’ sJune 2021 investor
presentation claimsit has evolved into a 360-
degree entertainment company with diverse
content for a diverse Indian viewership
reaching consumerswherever they are-with 30
yearsof solid relationship for content creation.

It claims strong partnership for
distribution networks through Cable, DTH, Theatres.
Telecom, and | SPs.

Thereissolidlogicin aproposed merger looking to
thelong-term plans of Reliancein Telecommunication and
Media. Reliance has enormous resources to spend at
present. Still, no such plans were made clear in the recent
AGM presentation by the Reliance Chairman.

Zee's current investor holding is concentrated in
external investor firms, which are not likely to have long
term interestsin its growth.

But for the time being, guess one will have to let
sleeping dogslie.

HE § 7 |1 0HA 0 &l e &fes 927 8.9%
e Tl 7, B &9l H Haled 98l & ¢ gia
TR B 72 F |
& TEHM 18 AT S F T UF I WY A &
MM F H & T4 ¢ | q0ad B e B JI5
T A AT 2 TE § R 1 T e @ o
I Jg TE © |
24 12 & I I el T o ST UeteTie Ueturgerst
fafes 7 o =ie wwds &1 gfaa fear 6 Fam faeg
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R S 5 2 15 . 0 2 1 s e . 2 O
e Il 7 e 7 e
JEHM 18 AR Red T goir Mg 7 |
R 18 IE BT ANG & A el A ded FRA
Teg@l § A UH AT el WehM, Aol JHIE AT Awd
Fed? gis 9T UM HIA At dfifted FiEl & AT garr
%1% A W, 3N § AW BE & wem g
SR HaRy &9 &1 aTar & € |
it dereie @1 97 2021 # Favew W &
T 2 foh 9= 360 0 WRAH & & w9 |
foepfd &% & ot fafay ardm ader & fog
®Hee A & [0 3% 9 30 T @ O
I E |
TE HAd, ST, UheT, TAHM AT ET &
qMegq F {9 Geas & o0 Aeigd AEEd & &l &l ¢ |
AT AW Atz § e & <resiad Jens o
T gC T T § 2 % ¢ | Rewd & 9 e
T H & [0 B T4 2 | T o Reme & sremer gm0
AT § TSI Wigfel § WA B F1oT 55 &l 1 a7 47 |
S BT aH Ao et aredl FMag® Bt § dbied
% e 9 § Sredieie & e @l J9TEET TE 8 |
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INTERCONNECTION
(ADDRESSABLE
SYSTEMS) (THIRD
AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 2021

Government’s new amendments to the
Interconnection Regulations should usher in
transparency and a more level playing field

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hereby

makes the following regulations to further amend the
Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017 (1 of 2017),
namely:

(i) Theseregulationsmay be
called the
Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable)
Services|nterconnection
(Addressable Systems)
(Third Amendment) Regulations, 2021 (1 of 2021).

(i) TheseRegulations shall apply throughout theterritory
of India.

(i) These Regulationsshall comeinto forcefromthedate
of their publicationinthe Official Gazette.

After regulation 4 of the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 (hereinafter
referred to as the principal regulations), the following
regulation shall beinserted, namely:

“4A. Compliance to requirements of Addressable

System by distributor sof television channels—

(1) Every distributor of television channel shall, from
such date and after such testing and certification,
as may be specified by the Authority by order,
deploy such conditional access system and
subscriber management system which conform
to the requirements as specified in the Schedule
IX:

By (TR
AR Bad) JAH FHTHE

(cg@aw Rrew) (dFma

gemree) fafem, 2021

A ZTAAN [HEE 9ifgEir graan
(TATOT ST HEAA) FAT FSHAFIT (TFHAT
firzw) fafaem, 2017 (2017 &1 1) %

AR g7Ear Fams difadror grEar (TEr
T THaw ) HAT FTHAFIT
(vz#am frew ) fafem, 2017
(2017 @1 1) & T Hofreaa
& & fog Fefated FEm
ERIGIEARCRIG
(1) =7 fafeei & grFar
(a7 G ) He
FTEHaE (TEHaw )
(T Wi ) fafem, 2021
(2021 &1 1) FHET S AFHA

E
(2) g faf@m 97 9ra § @rg & |
(3) & fafem ToT9r § 3% Y9N & Arrg H @r] & |
THAR (TR AT Fad ) Al 3aeE (T3EEd
firew ) fafam, 2017 (3% @ 9@ fafem & =9 § #ehiq)
% fafam 4 & ae Fefafaa fafem afe e s,
Rl
“4A.  elifeeTE e @ faatel E S dEw
Rren @t sraEEarett &1 ST |
(1) <eifas™ Ta &1 s faas, T avrg 7 dr
I T & WA AT WiE & a1, Sl
Qe B1T 3MedT 3 Midw fRam o e E,
I T &Y, ST (o 3TN 9 | [Midwe ATavadhanai
& FIEY &l
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@

Provided that for the conditional access systems
and subscriber management systems already
deployed before the date of issue of the order
referred to in this sub-regulation, the Authority
shall specify aseparate timelinewithinwhich such
systems shall get tested and certified to meet the
requirements as specified in the Schedule IX.

If adistributor fails to obtain the certification of
the conditional access system and/or subscriber
management system deployed in its network
within the stipulated timelines, as specified by
the Authority under sub-regulation (1), it shall,
without prejudice to the terms and conditions of
its license or permission or registration, or the
Act or rules or regulations or orders made, or
directions issued, there-under, be liable to pay,
by way of financial disincentive, an amount of
rupees one thousand per day for default up to
thirty days beyond the due date and an additional
amount of rupees two thousand per day in case
the default continues beyond thirty days from
the due date, as the Authority may, by order,
direct:

Provided that the financial disincentivelevied by
the Authority under this sub-regulation shall in
no case exceed rupees two lakhs:

Provided further that no order for payment of any
amount by way of financial disincentive shall be
made by the Authority unless the distributor has
been given a reasonable opportunity of
representation against the contravention of the
regulations, observed by the Authority:

Provided also that the Authority may direct the

broadcasters to disconnect the signals of its
television channel after giving written notice of

oI fob 39 39 fafem ¥ Mide 3yt & Al eF &
AR # U, Y9 T HievNa TR B i
AHEEAT HTAH 2 & [T TIErR?ol Udh 31T
e fRAT ST AR Sasahdist ® T & &
o gmifore o Strr, St ST 9 ¥ ffde % |
(2)afe & fows Zu-fafem (1) & ded wiees
BT Mide FMuifa F9a9im & 97 3 Jead §
T BI2IFE T e 3T /a1 TemEay e
e &1 TOE U &7 § [I%d Ted © dl 98
feT ot QarTe & 39 @1eH T A1 STAN a1 Usiid
@ ™EW AW ot A stutEw o e an fatem o
ford T Sgyr, an A TR T M, faedr frsere
% "W H Ufie U &1 B9 i 9T &1 YT
HH % [0 T 2 |5 &ty 7 JF & a%
e & [0 AR i &9 21 &am 59 af sAffe
7ifor, afe ewiee g a7 dm R & are O
T TEAT &, STieh WIfeIRT, ST N, e ¥
el 23
oI 1o 39 TU-Ta=a™ & ded Uifdeior gRT
T i &% TR o Ry & &1 @ 59 7 3t
TE BT
I T2 91 o5 wifereor 211 foritg €2 & =9 § ol
o T & AW B HE 9 ST IT qH Ael [
AT A9 de b v @ ot 26T o T
ot & S & Raarw gfafte & st s
TET e T e
g g2 1 fob afe g arfrg 3 Are fedl & arg o
qeh AN T&dl & A UIieresior fodies @l a9 Jwre
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three weeks to the distributor in case the default
continues beyond sixty days from the due date.”

CONDITIONAL ACCESS SYSTEM
(CAS) AND SUBSCRIBER
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (SMS)

A. CASMANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

1 Time Samping: All logs shall be stamped with date
and time. The system shall not allow altering or
maodification of any logs. There shall be nofacility for
the distributor/users to purge logs.

2. Activation and Deactivation: No access/login I Ds/
user interface/application shall beprovided tothe
distributor of television channelsto execute any
commands, including but not limited to, activation/
de-activation, bouquet creation/modification/
deletion, etc., directly from CAS by bypassing
SMS:

Provided that, if any activity has been carried
directly from CASfor trouble shooting; such an
exception shall be identified through the
synchronization mismatch report. Further, for any
activity outsidethenormal channel/route of SMS-
based commands, asecurelog shall be maintained
and made available on request to the audit or
testing agency for scrutiny.

3 SMS and CAS Integration: Each instance of the
activity carried out at SM S pertainingto CASshall be
recorded in the logs/reports of CAS, along with date
and time stamp.

4. Set Top Box (STB) Operation: Upon deactivation of
any subscriber fromthe SMS, al program/services,
including all free- to-air (FTA) and pay channels
and platform services, shall be denied to that
subscriber:

Provided that there shall be a facility for the
distribution platform operator (DPO) to
continue to provide B-mail/scroll messages
that enableaconsumer to get theinformation
in relation to the recharge/payment of the
pending dues.

5. Channed Addition: CASshdl becapableto add/modify
channels/bouquets as may be required from time to
time.

6. Logical Channel Number (LCN): CAS shall not
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support carriage of channel with same name or
nomenclature in the distributor’s network served by
each headend under mor ethan one L CN, and another
channel descriptor. Further, each channel availablein
CAS shall be uniquely mapped with channelsavailable
inSMS.

7. Hybrid STB: In case a distributor of television
channels has deployed hybrid STBs, CAS shall
ensurethat theover-the-top (OTT) App doesnot get
accesstothelinear Television channels, and theCAS
does not get access to channels delivered through
OTT platform:

Provided that, all the mandatory requirementsfor
CAS shall be complied by the hybrid STBs.

8 CASReports:

(@) CAS database shall have the reports of white
list of card/STBs along with details such as
activel/inactive status, with the date and time
stamp.

(b) CASsystem shall be capable of generating reports
pertaining to the channel/bouquet subscriptions
and active/deactivated subscribers, or any
combination thereof; of sharing the same with
SMS as a scheduled activity, and also upon
request, including, but not limited to, the
following details:

(i) STBNumber

(i) ViewingCard (VC) Number [or, incaseof card-
less CAS, chip identification (ID) or virtual
card number of the STB]

(iii) Product Code pertaining to channels/
bouquets available on the platform
(iv) Start date of entitlement
(v) Enddateof entitlement
(vi) Statusof card (Active/lnactive)
(c) It shal be possibleto generate following reports
fromthelogsof CAS:
(i) STB-VCpairing/de-pairing
(i) STB activation/deactivation
(iii) Channel assignment to STB
(iv) Report of the activation/deactivations of a
particular channel for agiven period
9. CASDatabaseandtables:

a) There shall not be any active unique subscriber
outside the database tables. Further, there shall
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not be an option to split CAS database for
creation of morethan oneinstance by aDPO or a
vendor.

b) CAS must support the following options with
reference to uploading of unique access (UA)/
viewing card (VC) detailsin CAS database:

i. asecure un-editable file of card details, as
purchased by the distributor, to be uploaded
by the CASvendor onthe CAS Server directly,
or,

ii. ifitisuploadedinany other form, UA/VCin
CAS database shall be captured in logs.

iii. Further, CAS shall support an automated,
application programming interface (API)-
based mechanism to populate such UA/VC
details in the SMS, without any manual
intervention.

10. CAS Logs: CAS logs such as the user command,
configuration, channel/bouquet creation, modification,
etc., shall be kept in a secured and un-editable way.

11. CASBackup Server: Intheevent of provisioning of
a backup server, logs of all activities carried out in
main server shall be concurrently copied into the
backup server:

Provided that alog of all such instances shall be
maintai ned along with date and time stamp, where
the backup server has been used as the main
server:

Provided further that the main and backup
server shall always be in sync with regard to
the key data such as subscription data, STB
UA/VC details, entitlement level information,
etc.

12. CAS-STB addressability:

(8 CASshall be capable of providing STB/viewing
card information with the current date, time, and
name/logo of the distributor of television
channels.

(b) CASshall be capable of individually addressing
subscribers, for the purpose of generating the
reports, on channel by channel and STB by STB
basis.

(c) CASshal becapable of tagging and blacklisting
V C numbersand STB numbersthat areinvolved
in piracy, to ensure that such STB/V C cannot be
redeployed.
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(d) CAS shall be capable of upgrading STBs over-
the-air (OTA), so that the connected STBscan be
upgraded.
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¥ HeF EN, A Fides THEMAT 1 ST foham o
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18. Firewall Access: CAS shall be accessible through a
Firewall only.

19. CAS Server Hardware: CAS shall be deployed on
hardened secure server hardware. CAS shall protect
against any backdoors, malicious software
deployments, and cyber security threats.

20. De-entitlement of STB: CAS should have the
following features:

(@ Theentitlement end datein CASshall beequal to
the entitlement end datein SMS, or,

(b) The entitlement end date in CAS shall be open
and SM S shall manage entitlements based on the
billing cycles and payments.

B. SMS MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
1 Synchronization of thedataof both CASand SM S:

(8 CASand SM Sdatashall besynchronized with
each other. There shall be afacility to trace data
mismatch between CAS and SMS on periodic
basis, to be made available during audits.

(b) SMS shall have a provision to generate
synchronization report, with date and time, with
theminimum fields aslisted below:

(i) STBNo.

(i) VCNo.(Orincaseof card-lessCAS, chipID
or virtual card number of the STB)

(i) Product Code pertaining to a-la-carte
channels and bouquets available on the
platform

(iv) Start Date of entitlement

(v) End Date of entitlement

(vi) Status of card (Active/lnactive)

(¢) The file output of CAS shall be processed by
SMS system to compare and generate a 100%
match or mismatch error report.

2. Channel/Bouquet management: SMSshall support
thefollowing essential requirements:

(@ Create and manage all channels and bouquets
along with therelevant detail s such as name, tariff,
broadcaster, or DPO bouquet, etc.

(b) Manage changes in the channel/bouquet, as may
berequired, fromtimetotime.

(c) Link the products’'IDs for a-la-carte channels
and bouquets (Single and Bulk) created in CAS
with the product information being managed in
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SMS, for smooth working of SMS and CAS
integration.

(d) Management of historical Data of Product name,
i.e., Broadcasters (name), maximum retail price
(MRP), distributor retail price (DRP).

Networ k Capacity Fee(NCF) Palicy Creation: SMS
shall support all Network Capacity Fee related
requirements mandated by the applicabl e tariff order.

Bill/I nvoice Generation: SMS shall be capabl e of
generating proper subscriber bill/invoice with
explicit details of NCF charges, Pay Channels
charges (with clear itemized details of &la-carte
channel cost and bouquet costs), rental charges
for STB (if any), other applicable charges, including
Goods and Services Tax (GST).

Passwor d Policy Creation for Users: SMSshdll have
a defined password policy, with minimum length
criteria and composition (upper and lower-case
characters, numeric, alphabets or special characters),
forced password changes or any other appropriate
mechanisms or combinations thereof .

Management of L ogs:

(@) SMS shall have the facility to provide user
detail logs with the ID of users on each login
event.

(b) SMS shall have the provision of generating the
user activity log report to enable tracking users
work history. It shall not be allowed to delete the
records from thelog.

(c) All logs shall be stamped with date and time and
the system shall not allow altering or modifying
any logs.

(d) The logs shall be maintained for a period as
specified in Schedule |11 or at least two audit
cycles, whichever islater.

Channel subscription report: SMS shall be ableto

provide the total counts of monthly subscribers of

channels including both a la carte and bouquet
subscriptions.

SM SDatabaseand tables:

(8 There shal not be any active unique subscriber
outside the database tables.

(b) SMS shall not provide an option to split SMS
database or for creation of more than one
instance.
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(c) SMS shall have the provision to enable or
disable channel (a-1a-carte channel or bouquet
of channels) selection by subscribers either
through website or an application through
interface provided by the distributor platform
operator.

(d) SMSshall be capable of capturing the following
information required for audit or otherwise;

(i) Bouquet ala carte status change history

(i) Bouquet composition change history

(iif) Change in status of connection (primary to
secondary and vice versa)

9. Firewall Access: SMS shall be accessed through a
Firewall.

10. STB-VC pairing: STB and VVC shall be paired from
the SM S to ensure security of channel.

11. SMS-STB addressability: The SMSshall be capable
of individually addressing subscribers, for the
purpose of generating the reports, on channel by
channel and STB by STB basis.

C. CASDESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS:
1 MessageQueue:

(@) In the event of unsuccessful transmission of
messages due to network failure (for instance,
dueto power failure), the head-end should have
an option to queue up the messages. Further,
there should be a provision to retry them at
specified intervals using additive back off
retrial timings.

(b) In the event of unsuccessful deliveries of the
messages, the life of the messages should be
specifiable.

2. Geographical Blackout: CASshall havethefeature
of geographical blackout.

Explanation : Geographical blackout is the
ability of CAS to blackout a particular region
based on the postal index number (PIN) Codes
[Geographic Area Code], if required by
government agencies or for other reasons.

3. After-Sales Service Support: Therequired software
and hardware support should be available to the
distributor of the television channels’ installations
from the CAS vendor’s support teams located in
India. The support should be such as to ensure the
CAS system with 99.99% uptime and availability.
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The systems should have sufficient provisions for
backup systems to ensure quality of service and
uptime.

Explanation :

() Therequirement for hardware support should be
applicable, only if the hardware is directly or
indirectly provided by the CAS vendor.

(i) The actual service-level arrangement for the
system support shall be governed by the mutual
agreement / service-level agreement (SLA)
between the service provider, i.e., CAS vendor
and the customer (DPO).

(i) The signatories to the said agreement may
mutually choose lenient/stringent service-level
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\évhlould beavajlgbleintr;esystem with Iogsfap ?T%Q S o AT & A o e g
2. SMS Reports: SMS should have a provision of BRT ey |
generating the following reports pertaining to STB/ | 2. TdUHTH Ruds wauaun § waddl /4 7 wdta
VC frfafad R T@r &3 @ g9 &M et
(@ Whitelist of STB/VC along with active/inactive (q) qﬁ;q/ﬁri@b-q Rofa & g qq-a?ﬁ/a“ﬁr EAR Ul
status (&) = e /A de g e T@ A
(b) Faulty STB/VC—repairableand beyond repairable o A1
(¢) Warehouse fresh stock (gﬁ) R GO B
(d) Instock at local cable operator (LCO) end (@r) S e 22t (QFI”%&?[) Gy e
(© Blacklist (€ S
() Deployed with activation status (Q'CE) ufrg ff & e A
(g) Testing/demonstration STB/V C withlocation (ﬁ) I % A qIET /g_@ﬁ T /Eﬁjﬁ
3 Audit.-.related requirements; SMS;houId hfatvethe 3. diffee GaRm STavE@AEs TIOCT § A9 & T
capability to capture bel ow-mentioned information that N . .
may be required for audit and otherwise: ST 1 &y T T &l el aife o Hif=e %
a  Subscriber related: o1y st &1 Al & A7 A2
(i) Subscriber contact details change history T. HAREI HAfd
(i) Connection count history (1) FoHhEET Hh fEravor SR gaed €
(i) Transition of connection between (2) e T o gfeer
Disconnected / Active / Temporary (3) Rraiae /Atod /el e & ard dHride
Disconnected BT HHA
(iv) Subscription change history (4) THAFIGH FEad N 2FIET
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b. LCOréated:
(i) LCO Contact details change history
(i) LCO and DPO sharing change history
¢. Product (Bouquet/a-la-carte channel) related:
(i) Broadcaster &la-carterelation
(i) Bouquet name change history
(i) A lacarte name change history

(iv) Bouquet a-la-carte channel rate change
history

d. STB/Smartcard related:
(i) Changein location history

(i) Change in status (Active/Damaged/
Repaired)

4. User Authentication: SMS should have the capability
to authenticate its subscribers through registered
mobile number (RMN) through one-time password
(OTP) system.

5 Miscellaneous: SMS should have the provision to
support the following miscellaneous requirements:

(@ List of &la-carte channels and bouquets, digital
headend (DHE) and Zone-wise: Provision to
support/manage Zone/ Sub-Headend-wiselist of
ala-carte channels and bouquets, in sync with
thelistavailablein CAS.

(b) Revenue Sharing Between DPO and LCO:
Provision to define and calculate DPO and LCO
revenue share separately for distribution fee as
well as for NCF, as per the agreement executed
between them, with the option to maintain
historical information can be very useful and is
desirable.

(¢) LCO invoicing with GST: Provision to generate
invoicing under multiple GST registration
numbers of LCO’s and to comply with GST
invoicing norms as applicable.

(d) Product(a-la-carte channels and bouquets)-
wise Renewal and Reversal setting for the
Subscriber Account: Provision to allow renewal
of a product to a subscriber after the expiry
date of a product, and provision to auto-
calculate and refund the amount to a subscriber
if he discontinues a product midterm. These
requirements may be configurable on selective
products, as required by the DPOs as per their
business plans.

(1) werital F9a favor e aeed &
(2) Tertts A e 2R aaed &
A, AR (% /T-A-FE I ) Hared
(1) arzar= T-dt-He q59
(2) 3% ™ dRadH zfrem
(3) w e #1E am ufad zferem
(4) 3% T-A-FIE T@ &7 qfadd sfem
. THET AR Hates
(1) Wb 3ferer § g
(2) Rafer & aftadw (afea /afomd /)
4. JUAITHRAT YATONGIONS THAUATH § a9 239 qes
(SATETdT) SO & ATe F ot Hramed Fa (I )
% WM H 3O TEdT BT GHI B Bl ST BT
ey |
5. fafes wawnws § fwfataa fafay smasgeast @
AT HI BN I 2T e
() Tmie T 3 g, e w=iz (Seaen)
AR &8 & fema & Tl T @ FI I A I w
S /7E z=Uz ar qd1 B AU /99E & F
UG, & AL AR A0 § Iuwed I |

(@) ErqsT AT ORI & 9/ T dednTe e
@ & TI-A1Y TTAE & fo1Q 3@ AAT S
& T UM, I AT FOfEd TET & FAT
Ui MM g T & [deed & AT J8d
SYART &1 7ol & AN I 3fsd © |

(A1) U & AT TS A T & B
FATHET GABII HEAT & ded A el & AT
] SATTAET T HFEE T T a7 bl Tl |

() zar (c-a-#e T9d AT gF)-an FeHEaT
T & [oTT M@0 A7 B At [ sde
@l T fof & 918 T &I IAE & TAMEH0
FI AR 39 B IEEH AR 3T AT B B
UM AR A Teew B T & e a §
2 9% HT IaT & df I N1 avd & T3
AAFHATHAT Bl FHaET I T BHEGT BT ST
Tl &, A1 ST ZWT ST I AT
& AT AEATF ¢ |
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(e) Product (a-la-carte channels and bouquets)-wise
Reversal setting for LCO Account; Provision to
calculateand refund the amount dueto LCO, if he
or the subscriber discontinues aproduct midterm.

(f) Product (a-la-carte channels and bouquets)
Tenure-wise LCO and Subscriber Discount
Scheme/Free Days Scheme: Provision to create
Discount Scheme and Free-day schemefor LCO
and Subscriber, based on the duration (Tenure)
of the product subscription.

(g) Calendar/Activity Scheduling: Provision to
auto-schedule activities like STB activation/
deactivation, a-la-carte channels and bouquets
addition/removal, channel/bouquet
composition modification, etc.

(h) Bulk Channel/Bouquet Management: Provision
to perform bulk activity of &la-carte channelsand
bouquets addition and removal on all or a
designated group of STBs.

() Token-number-based reports: Provision to
download multiple generated reportswith the help
of token number, such as audit reports with
different intervals.

() Third-Party Integration: Provision to support
integration with relevant third-party systems,
such as, payment gateway integrations,
interactive voice response (1VR) Integrations,
SM S Gateway Integrations, etc.

k) Bill payment and reconciliation feature: Provision
for bill payment and reconciliation (in caseaDPO
isrunning servicein post-paid mode).

() weriis & fg sae (G-aas i e
%) av Redd AT TwAsT &SRO A @
T AR A & IEgH, 3 98 a1 Ted (A
TAE & dg § & 98 & A E |

(Th) e (T-@-@ Td AT Ib ) FEB@E-AT
T AR FABET B /I & T Tt
AT AHABEE & o7 B2 AT AT H-2 T
I H UTEd, A (FEE) & MEn W
TR FE |

(1) iz /mfafafy Rt wEdr atear /M,
F-A-HIE I AT G A2/ Fere / o /g
HIEAT HIET AN ST AR J=ga ey &
T |

(Ta) 96 T /g% gaes AT A1 THEET & U i
@ AR T A B TEl AT g A AR AR
Z2M @l A1 Tty & B g |

(a11%) 2/t qav rea s S T @ ee i
%5 SIE @l T RUIE &1 STears &7 &1 a9,
S AT AT & A (=2 B |

(1) TR UE UHIETT: e dE-ue Yot @
AT THIHIT & TG & H IaeH, J0 e
T udiET, eifeed drm fm (smEdem)

(@) @ gmaE A7 FEE gou 9 e G
TN & forg gre™ (3fe 8 st gre Uz |42
% 3 Il T E) |
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Note.

() Generation of Reports: Provision to generate
the following reports for operational purpose:

(i) All, selectiveand singleboxes' current status
with their first-time activation date.

(i) Total number of a-la-carte channels and
bouquets and STB expiring detail till given
future date on the dashboard, according to
the permission.

(iii) Today’sfresh activation count, de-activation
count, re-activation count, &la-carte channels
and bouquets addition/ removal count on
dashboard, according to the permission.

(iv) Total active and inactive subscriber’s details
with multiplecriteria(network-wise, &-la-carte
channels and bouquets-wise, state-city wise
and broadcaster-wise).

After-Sales Service Support: The required software
and hardware support should be available to the
distributor of the television channels' installations
fromthe SMSvendor’s support teamslocatedin India.
The support should be such as to ensure the SMS
system with 99.99% uptime and availability. The
systems should have sufficient provisionsfor backup
systems to ensure quality of service and uptime:

Explanation :

() The requirement for hardware support should
be applicable, only if the hardware is directly
or indirectly provided by the SMS vendor.

The actual service-level arrangement for the
system support shall be governed by the mutual
agreement/SL A between the service provider, i.e.,
SM S vendor and the customer (DPO).

(i) The signatories to the said agreement may
mutually choose lenient/stringent service-level
guarantee.”

(i)

The principal regulations were published in the Gazette of
India, extraordinary, Part Ill, Section 4, vide notification
No. 21-4/2016-B&CS dated 3rd March 2017 (1 of 2017).
The principal regulations were amended vide notification
No. 21-6/2019-B& CS dated 30thOctober 2019 (7 of
2019).

The principal regulations were further amended vide
notification No. 21-5/2019-B& CS dated 1st January 2020
(1 of 2020).

The Explanatory Memorandum explains the objects and
reasons of the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Third
Amendment) Regulations, 2021 (1 of 2021).

(et ) R Tam 7T uREed 3699 & fog fefarad
i e il CRIEH
(1) 74, gHeT A7 BT ar & aoae R
I FEEl AT Aihg {oifer & A |
(2) AR & AT S9@ErE 9 &l Tl AT &
ANRT T A-T-d1e. Il AT g AN THET
%l HHI Faor sl gl e |
(3) 3TN & AT 3 &I AT ABIT TOAT,
S-UfrdyM TUMT, JHe ATRAT TUMT, T-@l-
HE AT AT e A /F2H bl |
(4) 2 FMEET & W1 A Aiohd AR Wi ToAdEar
%1 faavo (fea% av, U-a-Fe o9d AT 3
v, TG 9T 97 AN UANE a) |
6. @ & a& Ja1 gudwe AEE AweTAT AT
T A AT § B THOATA el 0l FerEdn i A
AT Fa & Uferer & fadies & forg Su@er &0
AT | FHIH THAT &1 AT AT 99.99%0 3TI2EH 3
SUAHAT & HI TAUHUH 9Tl JHIVEd &Y | HAT @l
T S SIS qMTad B & g red § a3
frew & forg AT araee 2 A
ACHIT 8
(1) e=aa7 TR FI AGFHA TH @] BHI AT,
g EEdaT Y8y AT AT BT J THUAUA {Jeha
EMT Y2 T T 2 |
(2) P 9999 & o arafae Far =aiE Faw Ja
TeTdT, I THOAUA fagar A7 Ted (3M9iE) &
drg ST AT /THTAT ET ST & |
(3) Zad A9 & ExTaadl qPERE B9 4 281 /H3
AT TR @ 999 &7 A ¢ |

= g

1. 9@ [AET 97T & TS0, LR, 96 3, ET 4 § e
HEAT 21-4 /2016 A1 U A0F &Hi% 3 A1 2017 (2017 @M 1)
& ded I fd T |

2. 7w fafeml &1 st @@ 21-6 /2019 4 Uz A0A fiw
30 AT 2019 (2019 H 7) EFT HeAferd fomam T o |

3. g fAFEmEl & ARFEAT JE@ 21-5 /2019 &1 U2 A0q A
1 ST 2020 (2020 % 1) & EFT H<ifad fohar m o |

4. ATAEH AW THAT (TIEV AT HAA) FHAT ZSIBARH
(v Fem) (G Femed ) fafam 2021 (2021 &1 1) &
Tegdl AT BEUN Hl AT BT ¢ |
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VIACOM18 TAKES
REGIONAL CHANNEL
GLOBAL

Viacoml18 is on a global expansion drive
with its regional Channels.

Viacom18 has launched itsregional entertainment
channel, Colors Gujarati, in UK. IndiaCast Media
Distribution, jointly owned by TV 18 and Viacom18, has
partnered with Sky and Virgin Media for the channel
launch. The channel is available to Sky subscribers
starting June 1 on Channel No. 794
and will be available to Virgin
Media’'s ‘Asian Mela Pack’
subscribers from June 8 on Channel
No. 825. Currently, the network
offers its flagship general
entertainment channel Colorsalong
with the premium

AT Il bl v
T 9D M 18 |

B 18 3794 &H1T Il & AT Jfoaa
ferrr forrT a7 2

TIEM 18 T Ih H AU & TR oA HAad
TR @iea fobm % | 21T 18 9 A 18 & Age e
T SfeamEne difear REeeN 1 99 g & g s A7
AT AT & A1 AHEN &l & | T 17 I 77 794

T S TR & 0 Uaed ¥ AR
afs Aifzar & ‘oo dar Y et
% o0 8 S H T a7 825 W IuH
AT | T H, Jead g& § 9
UZTCTHE oW i Rd AR g | 44T
I B AT & A1 A 9T

entertainment channel
Colors Rishtey and the
movie channel Colors
Cineplex in UK. With
this new addition,
Colors Gujarati will
becomethe only Gujarati
language channel to be
availableto UK viewers.
The channel will bring
the best of Gujarati
content all through the
week along with movie
premieres every Sunday

T FA0AT a9 el
% UHST BT © 13T A
SE @ AT FHeH Tl
I & 391 & [T IqAe
2 Tl AT STl AT
I T AR | T &
T T 7 9 a1 TR
% - G A Tl
AW &1 TG gEIT
B |

g1 qifzar A gr=dre &

at7PM.

Faisal Mahomed, Director, BT Media and
Broadcast, said, “ Asaleading provider of mediaservices
inthe UK, BT Mediaand Broadcast is at the forefront of
broadcast innovation. With a successful partner track
record, we're pleased to continue to help Viacom18
capture larger UK audiences through our cutting-edge
technology, and as always, we look forward to supporting
Viacom18 with their growth plans - both in the UK and
internationally.”

Govind Shahi, Executive VP - International
Business, IndiaCast, said “We have a large Gujarati

Feu® &A@ TEmE | wel
‘e F A=A A3 & SN YSTT % w9 H 9T Az A
JIEHFZ TAFY FaET § q99 3 2 | U T%d Ut oh
R & WY &0 AT FAYFSH dbiih & A F AIDM
18 &1 [T ¥ a2 39l &1 Yo H Hag AT ATl T AR
ZHIN BT A€ B dEDM 18 &I T [ A3 & AT
I AT FTGE T 97 TG B Bl d 2 |
S{STTRTZ & ST AT -3279H [aeTT e
N | FArn o Taed ¥ 2T a7 Yo Wl ey ¥
AT TR ST & AMNAG AN AFGIGE q a § T
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speaking population in UK and they have made their
presence felt in the social and cultural fabric of the
country. But currently, thereisno single Gujarati channel
in UK even though there are various TV channels for
Punjabi, Urdu, Bangla and other regional language
audiences. The launch of Colors Gujarati will fulfil this
need-gap in the UK. The channel will constitute of best-
in-class Gujarati content from our hugely popular India
library - including fiction, non-fiction seriesand movies”.
With thislaunch on both Sky and Virgin, Colors Gujarati
will reach out to avast majority of subscribers who can
sample and enjoy quality content in sync with their strong
socio-cultural identity.”

VIACOM18 HIRES VIVEK MOHAN SHARMA
Viacom18 appointed Vivek Mohan SharmaasHead

of Branded Content, Viacom18. Sharmawill be reporting

to Mahesh Shetty, Head — Network Sales,

TuRfe &t HAT ¥ | Al add § g% § U o o
I T 7, O & UAdl, 3¢, I AT A AT 9T &
g9l & e fafi=T 2T o9 2 | @ad JorTdl &l alea
o § 7 FHT DI T B T BT | I 2N T2 A
A @I q A T A &1 9 S,
P Th#eM, 1 fhaom AIRS 3T e i 2 | %
AT AR ST 9 39 @vd & A9 Herd [Tl 3 TTeahl &
[gonel SEHd % UET AT Sl AUl HIAGT ATAIE-
AGgias Ted & "I UEgT BRAFET H AT AT
AME A T |
IEHM 18 & Y I3 FE® AeA gt
ATHM 18 | faadh q1ed 9T @l AI3T H2, ARM 18
@ T g e B S omi, amem 18

Viacom18.

Sharma will drive leading branded
content and solutions at the network level.
Individually, he will be responsible for
driving branded solutions for Viacom18's
Hindi Mass Entertainment, Regional
Entertainment and Kids TV clusters
leveraging its broadcast and social reach.
In addition to this, he will also work with
existing teams at Youth, Music and English
Entertainment as well as the network’s

& 2 HA @ TP AedT 922l i T & |
1 9Ml, Tead T W ST 2T A AN
T %l 377 BT | AT %Y F 98 aaeh™
18 & &8 & UYg RN, A WMo A
@ A ISH F [T IS THEH T & (o
T &1 |39 e, J 39, gos an
SIS AR § AISET SHi & AE-A1 2 &
Effed @ g2 & A1 aHa AT SEAs
fersomeTar-fe At AFET Fared 9w &

digital play Voot to bring in synergies and
dial-up advertiser-funded content-driven
growth.

Shetty said, “We are living in aworld full of too
many choices which however have increasingly
minimal differentiation among them. Branded content has
the potential to bring forth this differentiation and
connect with audiencesin amore engaging and emotional
capacity. With hisversatile experiencein leadership roles
across industries, Vivek is best poised to bring
collaborations across our brand offerings and create
unique propositions for our clients that are relevant and
result-oriented.”

Sharma said, “Brands today are looking at creating
moments and mindshare that stays with the audience for
long. Branded content acts as the bridge, bringing in
solutions that truly connect the brand with its consumers
in an engaging and effective manner. | look forward to
driving value, innovation and overall growth in my new
roleat Viacom18.” &

VIVEK M. SHARMA

foTw o1 B i |

A7 922 7 e B aga Aud [l 7 i
3T § 7® T ¥, B ofd drd &M 4 FH A ¢ |dieT
AR 39 =TT 1 AW @ AT 290l & T 34w 3y
% AN IS G TS Dl AT & | TET § g
qeETsT SO aggdl Svd & A1y, faad s @i @
YR § FEANT @M AR AN AR & [T AdE g
T @& [0 A9 3181 a7 3§ 9aW & Al Yiie 3 arem
a Bl

A1 9T T &l foh ‘9T 3 UH 01 AT WEIET a9

Pl 419 72 & Sl @d A % 9wl & WY T | 912 Al A
& B9 § BHM AT €, UH FHEN @l € o arad § arg @
T TN & A NEHE AT TGN dH T Al
T 1% amem 18 § A9 T yfien § e, T A AR
e &1 agrar & B T g | ;
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WARNERMEDIA
HIRING NEW
TALENT TO DRIVE
GLOBAL BlZ

WarnerMedia’'s global expansion plan drive
begins with roping in new talent.

WarnerMediahas gonefor big ticket hiring and roped
in Melissa Lim as the new Head of Content Acquisitions
and Co-Productions for its kids’
networks in Asia Pacific, which
include Pogo, Cartoon Network and
Boomerang. Melissawill be based in
Singapore and report to Leslie Lee,

gEEISar 9 didaw
FRER §gH & foq 0
gfewrelt &t Fgiea @l

T Q4TS & AT g% & T E

arTifzar 92 T @ T4 R @ e E A Ao

fort 1 Qo 9o &9 O S & qedd & g A
AR AT eI & W T &

Tead AT AT I | Aferr, By

Head of WarnerMediaKidsAPAC. Shewill
work with colleagues from other
WarnerMediaacquisitionsteamsin the US,
EMEA and LatAm.

Lim’s previous roles include stints
at MTV Asiaand StarHub, where she spent
13yearsgaining invaluableinsight into the
kids programming world. Most recently, she
was managing co-production and
acquisitions at Disney for its channels and
regional streamer.

& TP ol ol dl R B | 9' i,
SeRTEY ST & TR & WY B B |
fom & fUwel dEem § RS Tiomn S
e & AU &M &I A 2, Tal Teid
Iedl & FEFA AT § S sidefe
A ¥ 13 AT [ | 2Tl § 2 § 3
Tl A 2T =T & fou 7E Iaed A
ARATET B IGLT & TE § |

WarnerMediaisaleading mediaand
entertainment company that creates and
distributes premium and popular content
from adiversearray of storytellersand journaliststo global
audiences through its consumer brands, including HBO,
HBO Max, Warner Bros,, TNT, TBS, truTV, CNN, DC, New
Line, Cartoon Network, Adult Swim, Turner Classic Movies
and others.

AMIT MALHOTRA TO LEAD WARNERMEDIA IN
INDIA & SOUTH EAST ASIA

Amit Malhotra will join as Managing Director for
HBO Max in Southeast Asia and India and be under
JohannesLarcher, Head of HBO Max International. He will
lead the rollout and management of WarnerMedia’s direct-
to-consumer platformin Southeast Asia. Hewill spearhead
the introduction of HBO Max in these territories and will
lead WarnerMedia's exploration of future opportunities to
launch the streaming platform in additional markets, aswell
asapotentia futurelaunch in India.

MELISSA LIM

SraA, 22, HIUAUT Afed 30 STHIET aiEl & AT F
afvaa gt & 1T BEFERT T TR @ U fafder 2oft
T G AR BT TR G & AR [&and &l ¢ |26, =
ARA AR o1 g oRmn § aEeliea & aga &
S Al

AT e ST gd ulerr 9 MR § uadie W &
gay Feus & B9 F M &7 AR TG 4o 329 &
T AR @ & AU B0 |98 feror qd uiorn H
AT & TRREE 2 Hogi? WewM & Aa3fee AN Jaed
&N A B | & 3T &1 H TS HoRT Al PEATT A g
BT AT AFTHISTT & AR Al § T WewM g
B o ATI-ATY 9T § AT 9IS & @ivd & ol i &
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Malhotra earlier stint was as Regional Lead for
Disney+ in Southeast Asia, where he was responsible for
overseeing thelaunch and operations of Disney’sstreaming
servicesintheregion, including Disney+, Disney+ Hotstar.
He also led the Content Sales and Distribution division as

R 399 T8 afT gd S § [ W & g
IS @15 & %9 § 9, 5@l 9 T wH, ol wm geen
AT 9 & § & &1 I Favedi & @ieg g qaw a0
TIT & (Y RIET o | TR el il S 7e 4l §
aiwe 31 & & SAE 2 &Hegal U

part of The Walt Disney Company’s Direct-
to Consumer & International (DTCI)
business in South APAC and Middle East,
pivoting Disney’s linear business in the
region to streaming by working closely with
local telcosand MV PDs, creating localized
payment strategies and developing deep
content studio relationships throughout
Southeast Asia.

Johannes Larcher said, “With our
upcoming launch across Latin Americaon
June 29 and our plans for Europe on the
horizon, we turn our sights toward Asia,

FeyNa (SREMIATE ) @ d & & & =
4§ AT faeel A fSaer QT @ Age o,
I gXHAN A7 TR & A1 FasT &M
T 3T o § B & IPgaT i a
T & fou 9Ra fean, B = e
TURAITCRT @M1 A7 O ST ge Uior § e

TR @7 7 el b 29 5 @1 wted
sRe § 2N ST dlvd AT T § B
AT &A1Y B9 AT gt Tlern &l A7

where we have an incredible opportunity
to bring HBO Max to millions of new fans
who arejust as excited about streaming as
our audiences in the U.S. Amit’s experience launching
streaming servicesin both mature and emerging markets
across Southeast Asia and the surrounding region make
him the ideal leader to plan and oversee the rollout of
HBO Max and its expanded content offering and platform
experience.”

David Simonsen, who has played an important role
in the growth of HBO GO in Southeast Asia to date, will
continue to make a significant contribution to
WarnerM edia sdirect-to-consumer effortsin theregion, and
will work closely with Amit aspart of hisexecutiveleadership
team.

Amit Malhotrasaid, “1 am delighted to be part of the
incredible team at WarnerMedia in Asia as we look at
bringing HBO Max to this region. WarnerMedia's brands
including DC Universe, HBO and Cartoon Network are
extremely popular with passionate fans and audiences
acrossthisregion. With afocus on consumers our goal will
be to bring all of these brands and content together in an
exciting new world class streaming experience aswe move
into thefuturewithHBO Max.” B

AMIT MALHOTRA
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NBA REQUESTS
EXCLUSION FROM
NEW RULES

The News Broadcasters Association (NBA) has
written to 1& B Minister Prakash Javadekar, requesting
for the exclusion of digital news platforms owned and
run by traditional news media from the purview of the
provisions of the new IT Rules, 2021.

“NBA requests that a specific and express
exclusion should be carved out in the definitions of
‘digital news media’ and /or ‘publishers of news and
current affairs content’ so asto exclude the applicability
of the provisions of the IT
Rules, 2021 to the digital news
platforms that are owned and
run by traditional news
media,” theletter sent by NBA
President Rajat Sharmaread.

The electronic news
mediaisno different from print
media and majority of content
hosted on their digital platformsis nothing but areplica
of content that is already a part of the broadcast and has
also passed the litmus test of being compliant to the
various applicable regulations. In this context, NBA
argued that the digital news media owned and operated
and directly run by traditional news media ought not to
be brought under the ambit and purview of the IT Rules,
2021.

Highlighting the operational issuesinimplementing
new rules, NBA said, “ThelT Rules2021, if applied to the
digital mediaof the linear television medium, would only
result in duplication of the adjudicatory and redressal
mechanism, resulting in the creation of parallel
adjudicatory bodies. The IT Rules, 2021, prescribe
administrative regulations, which will make it virtually
impossible for small or medium-sized traditional news
media organisations to survive. Any additional mandates
as contemplated under the IT Rules, 2021 would result in
increasing the employee costs and compliance
requirements of the traditional news media organisations,
along with duplication and creation of parallel processes.
The media organisations would have to devote significant
resources and time in resolving each complaint and in
defending itself before multipleforums.” &
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NBF USHERS NEW
INITIATIVES

News Broadcasters Federation led by Arnab
Goswami has embarked on a digital media subcommittee
for broadcasters with digital presence.

Members of NBF presently include Dighvijay,
DY 365 News, First India Rajasthan, Gulistan News,
IBC24, IndiaNews, JK 24X7, Living IndiaNews, News
Live, NewsNation, NewsX, North East Live, OdishaTV,
Prag News, MH One News, PuthiyaThalaimura TV, News
First Kannada, Republic Bharat,

Republic TV, S Newz, TV5, and
Twenty Four News.

Jai Krishna, Secretary-General
of NBF said: “The digital media
revolution has brought a paradigm
shift in the consumption of newsfrom
larger screens to handheld devices;

Digital also hasthe ability to reach a

larger audience. NBF sdigital media

subcommittee with a strong self-

regulatory structure will strive to

bring clarity on regulatory

compliances of news by traditional

news broadcasters who have adigital

presence, and level playing for linear

TV and digital platforms broadcasting news. This will
also bring out responsible news broadcasting for the
digital audience.”

According to the NBF, the subcommittee would
work closely with MIB to help broadcasters adapt to the
new regime of self-regulation when it comes to digital
content.

The NBF along with the other broadcasters’ body
News Broadcasters Association (NBA) has already
written to the ministry to exclude traditional news
broadcasters from coming under the purview of the new
IT Rules. As per the new rules, the publishers of newson
digital mediaare required to observe Norms of Journalistic
Conduct of the Press Council of Indiaand the Programme
Code under the Cable Television Networks Regulation
Act.

“Broadcasters sometimes use the same content
they useon TV for their digital platformsand this content
is already regulated by several laws such as the Cable
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Television Networks Regulation Act, 1995, Uplinking and
Downlinking Guidelines 2011. The IT Rules would be
another additional and unnecessary filter for the same
content. Our digital subcommittee will work in the best
interest of broadcasters and help them with any sort of
guidance they require in the new scheme of things,” the
Secretary-General of NBF said.

NBF REQUESTS BARC TO NOT TERMINATE
END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH NEWS
CHANNELS

NBF also requests them to not pressurize their
member news channels that are protesting to pay the
feesdueto pausein BARC'sweekly rating availability.

News Broadcasters Federation (NBF) haswritten
to BARC (Broadcast Audience Research Council)
requesting them to not terminate the End User License
Agreement (EULA) with news channelsfor non-payment
of BARC fees.

The said EULA in Claus
8(ii) says, “The payment terms
applicablefor the License Fee shall
be set out in the SOW. Subscriber
understands and agreesthat in the
event of delay in payment of the
License Fee beyond the periods
stipulated in the SOW, then
without prejudiceto BARC'sright
to terminate this Agreement,

Subscriber shall be required to pay such interest, as set
out in the SOW, which will be applicable from the due
date of payment till the actual date of payment.”

Specifically, the payment pertains to BARC
releasing data of audience measurement under certain
products it provides to the news channels and not for
collecting the data alone.

“BARC charges Broadcasters a flat fee and in
addition to a percentage of the advertising revenue, as
subscription fees. Most news channels have paid the
subscription amount until September 2020, and also have
submitted a revenue projection. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, lockdowns, and the impact on the overall
economy as well as BARC decision to pause ratings for
the news genre, the revenue projections have steeply
declined. Hence, we strongly believe new channels have
paid in excess to BARC, which would result in BARC
giving them credit note, and adjusting for future
subscription fees,” the letter said.

In the letter written to the board of directors at
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BARC on June 5, NBF requests them to not pressurize
their member news channels that are protesting to pay
the fees due to pause in BARC’s weekly rating
availability, by sending notices for suspending data
collection for the respective news-channel and to pay
up immediately.

Explaining non-payment of fees from the
broadcasters' side, the letter said, “BARC unilaterally
decided to suspend publishing of weekly viewership of
news channels in October 2020 for 8-12 weeks, for the
purported reason of their having to review the rating
processin the wake of the so-called TRP scam. It is now
almost 9 months since the suspension that BARC has
not addressed their issues, as the weekly ratingsfor news
channelsis not made available”.

The letter also points out how news channels are
facing stiff pushback from the advertisers and their
agencies on grounds that the absence of rating datais
limiting their analysis of the prevailing trends on channel
performance. “This has caused a major disadvantage
to the news channels in their commercial negotiations
with the Advertising Agencies,” NBF points out in the
letter. m
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OTT PLAYERS STOP
STREAMING NEWS
CHANNELS

OTT Players like Disney+ Hotstar, Zeeb, \Voot,
Sony Liv and others have removed news
channels from their platforms.

The OTT platforms say the new rules mandate that
all content on their platform should be rated and it is
impossible for them to rate news.

The IT rules, however, say that ‘online curated
content’ does not include news and current affairs. But the
latter part of the rules also states that ‘all content’ should
be rated.

According to
level 1 of the self-
regulating mechanism
prescribed in the new
rules, “online curated

content shall be
classified by the
publisher of such
content into the

categoriesreferredtoin
the Schedule, having
regard to the context,
theme, tone, impact and
target audience of such
content, with the
relevant rating for such
categories based on an
assessment of the
relevant content
descriptorsin the manner specified in the said Schedule.”

The guideline further says, “Every publisher of
online curated content shall display the rating of any
‘online curated content’ and an explanation of the relevant
content descriptors, prominently to its users at an
appropriate place, as the case may be, in a manner that
ensures that such users are aware of this information
before accessing such content.”

Now, in both the paras above, it is clear that the
rules are talking about the ‘ online curated content’, which
does not include ‘news and current affairs content’.

According tothedefinitiongiveninpart 1, ‘Online
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curated content’” means any curated catal ogue of audio-
visual content, other than news and current affairs
content, which is owned by, licensed to or contracted to
be transmitted by a publisher of online curated content,
and made available on demand, including but not limited
through subscription, over the internet or computer
networks, and includes films, audio visual programmes,
documentaries, television programmes, serials, podcasts
and other such content.

So which part is ambiguous according to the OTT
players?

Infact, the ‘ content classification’ descriptor under
‘Codeof ethics' says, “ All content transmitted or published
or exhibited by a publisher of online curated content shall
be classified, based on the nature and type of content, into
thefollowing rating categories.”

Even as this descriptor part of content
classification is under the title ‘online curated content’
which does not include ‘ news and current affairs content’,
the usage of the term *all content’ is raising fear among
OTT platforms. ®
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NEWS CHANNELS
LOOSE OUT TO OTT

News channels loosing revenue in the
aftermath of the new guidelines

News channel are feeling the pinch and loss of
revenues to the OTT players. They have lost out revenues
tothetune of ¥ 10 - 20 crore per annum.

The removal of thenews genrefrom OTT aggregator
platforms such as Disney+ Hotstar, Zee5, Voot,
SonyLiv among others will pinch the news channels hard
as|eading news broadcasterswill |ose out on the additional
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are also paid by
aggregatorsin therange of ¥ 3 croreto¥ 5 crore annually
per platform.

OTT platforms had decided to start removing news
channels from their platforms. The streaming players said
that thenew I T rules, 2021, mandate that al content should
be rated and there's no way they can rate news.

The new rules, however, say that newsisnot covered
under the online curated content of the publishers but at
the same time rules also say that all content need to be
rated.

The OTT platforms said that unless clarified, the
rules will be open to interpretation and the government
must explicitly spell out that news need not be rated.

News Broadcasters Association (NBA) President
Rajat Sharma had also written a letter to the government,
saying that digital broadcast of TV news channels should
not be covered under thenew I T rulesas TV newsisalready
covered under various other rules and regulations, which
they already follow. ®
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OTT REGULATORS

OTT PLAYERS PULL
OUT OF TAMAI

OTT Players have got into action mode since the
Gowt notified the new Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Hotstar, Zeeb, SonyL.iv, Voot and others pulled out
of thelAMAI and joined |BF to absorb their digital armsto
comply withthenew IT Rules.

OTT playerswere working together under the aegis
of the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
towards a self-regulatory setup to meet the requirements
under thenew IT rules, 2021.

The OTT platforms in India are
traditional broadcasters, announced the
renaming and expansion of theindustry body
Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) into
the Indian Broadcasting and Digital
Foundation (IBDF) to accommodate their
digital streaming assets.
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“We formed a self-regulatory
group as IAMAI which was moving
slow and only discussions were being
conducted. In the meantime, we would
all becomenon-compliant withtherules.
Then platforms would be held
responsible. Multipleregulatory bodies
are possible under the IT Rules,” said
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theofficial, whose OTT platformisnow
under IBDF s self-regulatory body.

Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, MX

Player, Alt Balgji, Arha Media, Firework,
Hoichoi, Hungama, Lionsgate Play and
Shemaroo—have agreed to stay under
IAMAI’s self-regulatory body, eight
platformshave committed tojoin IBDF.

Today we have two different self-regulatory bodies
in TV news also — the NBA-led News Broadcasting
Standards Authority (NBSA) and NBF-led Professional
News Broadcasting Standards Organisation (PNBSO).

Broadcasters may want to be seen toeing more of a
government line so that their traditional source of revenue
isnever hampered. Hence, they wanted their own setup.

NBA President Rajat Sharma had urged the
government to exclude digital news platforms of traditional
mediafrom|T Rules, 2021. =
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WALT DISNEY APPOINTS
JOPEK

Walt Disney has roped in
Malgorzata Jopek as marketing
director CE, Media Networks at the
Walt Disney Company.

Jopek was most recently the
managing partner at Good Good
Group, prior to which she held senior
positions
at ATM
Grupa,
T \Y,
Discovery
Polska
(11 years
and four
months),
Warner
Bros (8
years and
three
months),
HBO and (again) TVN Discovery
Polska.

She began her career at Grupa
RMF in 1993. In her new role she

MALGORZATA JOPEK

will be responsible for the marketing
of Disney channels in Central
Europe.

CHANGES AT PPF

The PPF subsidiary PPF Telco
and other persons from the PPF
Group have increased their stake in
the Czech incumbent O2 CR from
83.58%t0 90.01%.

As the group now owns
more than 90% in O2 CR, PPF
intends to initiate a squeeze-out
procedure of the remaining
shareholders through a mandatory
tender offer for their shares.

PPF Telco'sstakeinthe O2 CR
share capital was increased using
reverse accel erated book building for
a maximum price of CZK264 per
share. It was the first transaction of
this type carried out on the Czech
capital market.

Only qualified investorswere
able to participate in the accel erated
share repurchase.

02 CR shareholders who are
not qualified investors will be able
to sell their shares to PPF under a
subsequent mandatory tender offer,
in accordance with the applicable
rules.

VOD PLATFORM FROM
ALTICE

Altice
Media has
launched a
new VOD
platform
featuring
live TV,

replays and exclusive content.

RMC BFM Play draws on
content from the RMC and BFM
channels. The platform is available
on the web, the App Store and
Google Play; later, it will also be
offered to connected TVs and on
operator boxes.

DISCOVERY NEW
CORPORATE SPORTS BRAND

Discovery has unleashed a
new corporate brand to represent its
portfolio of sports brands, channels
and platforms.

Discovery Sports will
encompass Eurosport, Global
Cycling Network (GCN), Global
Mountain Bike Network (GMBN),
Golf Digest and GOLFTV powered by
PGA TOUR, as well sport on
discovery+ and Discovery’sfree-to-
air networks.

The new group will be headed
by Eurosport’s Andrew Georgiou
under the new title of President of
Sports. He will continue to report to
Discovery International CEO Jean-
Briac Perrette.

In addition to his work at
Eurosport, Play Sports Group and
Discovery’s Global Sports Rights,
Georgiou isadding responsibility for
GOLFTV and Golf Digest.

Eurosport is being included
on discovery+ as part of the phased
international rollout of the service.
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 will be
available to watch on discovery+ in
Denmark, Finland, Italy, Netherlands,
Norway, Sweden, Spain and the UK.
In all other European markets, except
Russia, Olympic Games Tokyo 2020
will be available on Eurosport digital
services. &
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ALTBALAJI
REVENUES

INCREASES

ALTBalaji is driving the
fortunes of Balgji and has achieved a
42 per cent growth in subscriptionsfor
FY21. The platform sold atotal of 4.7
million subscriptions for the year,
compared toX 3.4 millionin FY 20.

Despite the speedy growth of
ALTBalaji, overall financial
performance for the year was
impacted by the pandemic-led
restrictions on the TV and movie
business. Balaji Telefilms'
consolidated revenue stood at
% 293.7 crorefor FY 21, compared to
% 573.6 crore. TV business returned
to more normal productionin Q4 With
223 hours content produced in the
quarter, the company stated in a
statement.

“ALTBalgji continuesto drive
subscription growth and we added
4.7m subscriptions during the year,
the highest since our launch four
years ago. We have also done
strategic content-sharing deals with

two large OTT players to drive
creative synergies. We will continue
to see strong subscriber additions
with over 40 shows greenlit,” Balgji
Telefilms managing director Shobha
Kapoor said.

Meanwhile, the Board has
considered and approved a dividend
of ten per cent (X 0.20 per share) subject
to shareholder approval. It isgoing to
highly focus on maintaining liquidity
and balance sheet strength through the
year with the current cash and cash
equivalent balanceat ¥ 144 crore.

SUN TV PROFITS SURGE
Sun TV
Network
has had a
good run of
profit of ¥
487.86 crore
in the
quarter
ended
March 31,
2021,
compared
to ¥ 245.23
crorefor the
quarter ended March 31, 2020.

The consolidated revenue
was at T 3, 176. 79 crores for the
year ended 31 March 2021 as
against ¥ 3,519.85 crores for the
corresponding year ended 31st
March 2020. EBITDA for the year
ended 31st March 2021 was at X
2,071.38 croresasagainst ¥ 2,275.92
crores for the previous year ended
31st March 2020. The Profit after
taxes (after accounting of sharefrom
joint venture) was at
] 1,525.24 crores for the year ended
March 31, 2021, asagainst ¥ 1,385.49
crores for the previous year.

Theresultsfor the year ended

March 31, 2021, and the quarter
ended December 31, 2020, include
income from the company's |PL
franchise " Sunrisers Hyderabad" for
season 2020 of ¥ 254.60 crores and
% 209.07 crores respectively (Year
ended March 31, 2020, for season
2019 (Partial) of ¥ 244.40 crores)
and corresponding costs of ¥ 161.81
crores and ¥ 129.71 crores
respectively (Year ended March 31,
2020, for season 2019 (partial) of
% 139.29 crores).

Sun TV Network operates
satellite television channels across
five languages of Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, and Bangla,
airs FM radio stations across India,
and owns the SunRisers Hyderabad
Cricket Franchise of the Indian
Premier League and the Digital OTT
Platform Sun NXT.

CHANNELS RECORD MASSIVE
REVENUE GROWTH

FICCI -EY Report 2021
estimates that the channels would
have generated ¥ 300 - 400 crore of
incremental ad revenues in 2020 and
will likely grow to< 1000 crorein 2021
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After winning MPEG-2 slot
bidding last year on June 3, the four
broadcasters' free-to-air (FTA)
channels made a
comeback on DD
FreeDish over a year
after they pulled out in
February 2019.

"Despite the
fragmentation  of
channels, every
platform has space,
and similarly with
electrification across markets, DD
Freedish has become a significant
part of rural audience lifestyle.
Almost all channels were well
received, including Anmol, and
viewership only surged," shared
Ashish Sehgal, Chief Growth Officer
- Ad Revenue, Zee Entertainment
EnterprisesLtd (ZEEL).

Stating asimilar point of view,
Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI)
Chief Revenue Officer - Ad Salesand
International Business, Rohit Gupta,
mentioned that the FTA spaceisdoing
exceptionally well. Asaresult, all the
advertisers are keen on spending on
this space. "The revenues are not just
at par to pre-NTO level, but it has
grown much more than that," said
Gupta.

According to the FICCI- EY
M&E report 2019, DD Freedish
revenue crashed when the leading
broadcasters removed their channels
fromtheplatform. It wasestimated that
approximately ¥ 1000 crore of
advertising was affected.

But when the channels
returned to the platform in June last

year, it also witnessed the comeback
of the revenue. The report estimates
that the channels would have
generated ¥ 300-400 crore of
incremental advertising revenues in
2020, which will likely increase to
31000 crorein 2021.

Though some channels
witnessed growth in viewership
and revenues in the absence of
the big four, the overall market saw

a considerable
decline. This is
because the existing

channels were
unable to sell the
inventory as

effectively as they

did. As aresult, the

FTA space grew

much more in 2020

after their return
compared to 2019.

As per the report, as of
January 2021, DD Free Dish hosted
161 channels, including 91
Doordarshan channels (comprising
51 educational channels launched
during the pandemic) and 70 private
channels. In 2019, the platform had
104 channels. ®
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DIGITAL HEADEND AND IPTV

Q: What is digital headend and IPTV? Please
explain.
Sudesh Puthran, Bangalore

Ans.: A headend isafacility that accepts TV signals as
input from satellites, processes them into cable-quality
signals, and then distributes them to homes and cable
networks. It can be considered as the master distribution
center where incoming television signals are received,
selected, amplified and
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re-modulated, and sent
for transmission to cable
networks.

A headend
usually consists of an
integrated receiver/
decoder, off-air receivers,
encoders, transcoders,
rate shaper, channel
modulators, channel
processors and channel
signal. An integrated
receiver/decoder
combines the
functionalitiesof multiple
receivers, decoding and
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decrypting into one unit.

In most cases signals are sent downstream to the users,
however, inrare cases, they are also received as upstream.
If the cable company provides Internet access to
subscribers, then databases, computer systems and other
related components are also added to the headend. In
cases where Internet access is provided, a cable modem
termination system playsan important role asacomponent
in the headend.The cable modem termination system
inputs and outputs digital cable modem signals on the
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DISH DOCTOR

cable network and plays a strategic role in providing
Internet access to subscribers.

A traditional service provider, whether itisatelco,
cable MSO or satellite (DBS) company, is no longer
bounded by its core segment or original purpose. These
service providers are quickly morphing into
comprehensive purveyors of Triple and Quad Play
services for telephony (landline and cellular), Internet
access and video and digital television. As Charles Hall
of Rider Research and publisher of the Online Reporter
has suggested recently, the term digital service provider
perhaps more accurately reflectsthisevol utionary process.
For the telco segment of the broadband industry, the
emerging routeto delivery of television and video services
isvialPTV (Internet Protocol television). Indeed, most
global telcos are making enormous strides in capturing
market share of the video delivery business that has been
thewell-kept province of cable MSOsand DBS providers.
Theentrance of telcosinto thedigital TV and VOD market
has caused the industry to question the standard
definition of the term IPTV. Presently there is no one
accepted industry accepted meaning. Is IPTV now a
market aswell asacapability? Are|PTV servicesstrictly
the domain of the telco or isit of relevance to the cable
M SO community aswell?

IPTV delivers a low-speed broadband TV
connection (2.2 Mb/s) through telephone wires (copper
network). Video content may
originate from multiple sources:
precompressed video content from
asatellite, MPEG-formatted movie
filesfrom alocal video on demand
(\VoD) server, or adirect feed from
broadcasters, among others. The
video streams are received by the
local office, wherethelocal content
(such as TV stations and
advertising) isadded tothemix. The
local office is equipped with
receiving TV and high definition TV
(HDTV) satellite signals. Thelocal
officeisresponsiblefor sending the
video streams to the consumer. The number of video
streams sent simultaneously by the local office to the
consumer varies by the network, but it is hardly more
than four due to bandwidth limitation. The consumer or
end user has a set-top box that accepts signals and
convertsthem into usableinformation. |
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1D

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

EXPRESS AM6 at 53.0E

On 20th & flix, Zee TV India, SET
India, Sony Max India, Sony Ten 1,
ARY Musik, Sony Pal, Hum Sitaray,
& pictures, Zee Cinema Asia, Zee
Action, Zee Bollywood, Sony SAB
TV India, Colors Rishtey Asia, Colors
Cineplex, Animal Planet India,
Discovery HD World India and
Khurshid TV have started on 11592
V; PK Sports has left 11599 V; Zee
TV India, Sony Max India, Colors
MENA, Sony Pal, Zee Action, Zee
Bollywood, Eurosport India, 3 Sport,
Zing Asia, Discovery Kids India and
B4U Music India have left 11669 V.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 15th Sony Aath and Sony Ten 4
have started on 3845 H, PowerVu.

INSAT 3C/ACR/ EDUSAT / GSAT
18AT 74 DEGE

On 6th DD Sports has replaced DD
Bharati on 3782 H, FTA.

APSTAR7AT 76.5 DEG E
On 3rd JK News has replaced Star
Asia on 3780 V, FTA.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 1st Sony Ten 4 has replaced Tata
Sky Bhojpuri Sanima on 11010 V,
encrypted. On 8th Kaatyayani TV
has left 3958 H. On 15th ETV Bal
Bharat has started on 4005 H, Irdeto.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 1st Sony Ten 4 and Eurosport
India have started on 11010V, Irdeto;
Sony Max India has replaced Sony
Max 2 on 11670 H, Irdeto. ON 2nd

India in the past month.

DD Arun Prabha and DD Meghalaya
have started on 11670 H, Irdeto. On
3rd Jalsha Movies, Colors Kannada
and Star Maa Movies have started
on 10970V, Irdeto; DD Chhattisgarh,
DD Nagaland, DD Mizoram and DD
Tripura have left; Pogo, TLC India,
MTV India, Fox Life India, Disney
Channel India, Marvel HQ, Star Vijay
India, Zoom, Gemini TV, EZMall, Zee
Tamil, Naxatra News, News 18
Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh,
Bindass, NewsTime Bangla, Kolkata
TV, Nick Jr India, Disney Junior India,
MBC TV, Alankar TV, Arihant TV,
Satsang TV, Pitaara, Abzy Movies,
Star Gold Select, Sony Marathi, Zee
Keralam, Shubh TV, Mazhavil
Manorama, PTC Simran, PTC
Punjabi Gold, PTC Music, Sonic
Nickelodeon and Discovery Kids
India have started on 11050 V,
Conax; Zee Punjab Haryana
Himachal, Colors Odia, DD Kashir,
SET India, Odisha TV, ABP Majha,
Star Jalsha, Sony Ten 3, Zee Zest,
Tarang Music, Aljazeera English, Zee
Sarthak, ETV Cinema, Zee Yuva, RT
News and Zee Uttar Pradesh
Uttarakhand have left.

CHINASAT 11 AT98 DEG E

On 4th HBO Afghanistan is back on
11493V, FTA. On 7th Channel Talash
TV and Sristy TV have left 11493 V.
On 8th Dhoom News HD, Channel
Talash TV and Sristy TV have started
on 11493 V, FTA. On 11th Falguni
TV has started on 11493 V, FTA. On
12th Hum TV has started on 3975
H, FTA; AMedianet mux has started
on 3975V, Tongfang. On 14th Warner
TV Asia has replaced FX India on
3920 V, Tongfang. On 24th The
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Medianet mux has left 3920 V.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 12th Avenues Khabar has started
on 3656 H, FTA; Sristy TV, Jagoroni
TV and Jobs TV have left 3725 V;
Punjab TV has replaced Takbeer TV
on 3880 H, FTA; Punjab TV has
started on 4065 H, FTA.

SES 7/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
On 18th Sony Ten 3, Zee Marathi,
Times Now World, Zee Talkies, Sony
SAB TV India, Zee Bangla, Sony
BBC Earth, Sony Ten 2, Star Gold
Select, Zee Keralam, National
Geographic Wild Asia, Star Vijay
India and Animal Planet India have
started on 12711 H, encrypted,;
Udaya TV, History TV 18, Disney
International HD, Aaj Tak, Surya TV,
Sun Bangla, TV 9 Bharatvarsh, Enterr
10 Bangla, Aaseervatham TV, Surya
Comedy, Grace TV, PTC Music,
Vendhar TV, Darshana TV, Mercy TV,
ETV Bal Bharat, News 18 Assam &
North-East, Assam Talks, Madha TV,
B4U Bhojpuri, Shraddha Mh One,
News 18 Urdu, News 18 Uttar
Pradesh & Uttarakhand, News 18
Bihar & Jharkhand, News 18
Rajasthan, UTV Action and Jonack
have started on 12711V, encrypted.
On 20th Major updates in Airtel
package. On 21st Minor updates in
Airtel package.

THAICOM 4/ BANGABANDHU 1 at
119.5deg E

On 1st Nagorik TV on 4520 H is now
in FTA.On 13thGaziTVon 4625 H is
now in FTA. On 15th Gazi TV on 4625
H is encrypted again. On 18th Gazi
TV on 4625 H is encrypted again.
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Satellite & Cable TV
“When times are good you should Magazine
advertise, when times are bad you
MUST advertise” - - Where it pays
Satellite & Cable TV Magazine to advertise

has been serving the needs of the Satellite,
Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by

every one of them is a potential buyer of your products.....

Even if you advertise in the Times of India, the Hindustan Times, The
Hindu AND any other major newspapers.....

.. it will still not give you the focussed 100% targeted readers from this
industry likewe do !

...and at a fraction of that cost!!

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!

Contact Details:

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nme-india.com
Mob: +91 7021850198

NURNBERG MESSH



™ SCAT2021

BETTER,

ONE GRAND SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW = MUMBAI
21 - 23 October 2021

www.scatindiashow.com

£ BLY

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW
www.abis-digital.com

Bl SCAT CONTX2021

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW - MUMBAI CONTENT INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI
Organised by: NirnbergMesse India Pvt. Ltd.
Varun Gaba Geeta Lalwani OFFICIAL MEDIA PUBLICATION Manoj Kumar Madhavan
. Director - Projects Project Manager Editor (Satellite & Cable TV Magazine)
NURNBERG MESSE | Tel.: +91-22-6216 5303 - Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313
Mob.: +91-99458 26427 Mob.: +91-70218 50198 Mob.: +91-91082 32956

Email: varun.gaba@nm-india.com | Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com www.scatmag.com Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com
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U ASIA'S BROADCASTING
ML DUESSE & INFOTAINMENT SHOW

21-23 0CTOBER 2021

Bl SCAT CONTX2021

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW - MUMBAI CONTENT INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI

www.broadcastindiashow.com www.scatindiashow.com www.contentindiashow.com
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