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DTH - THE MPEG-4
OPTION

BACKGROUND
DTH was launched in India about 4 years ago

by Subhash Chandra's Dish TV. Tata Sky launched
India's 2nd DTH platform on 15th August 2006.

Today, Dish TV has close to 3 million
subscribers while Tata Sky achieved its 1st million
at the end of its 1st year of operation.

Doordarshan - the National broadcaster - also
operates a Ku band free-to-air broadcast platform.
Estimates for Doordarshan's DD Direct+ Ku band
service vary widely. While TAM Media puts
forward a conservative estimate, Doordarshan
claims at least 5 million homes. Based on market
estimates for hardware sale of FTA Ku band
receivers, Doordarshan's 5 million seems
conservative.

TRANSPONDER CAPACITY
All transmissions downlinked into India need

a downlink licence for them to be legally received
in the country. The Indian Govt. issues DTH licenses
against licence fee. A clause in the DTH licence
requires the approval of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO). It is widely recognised that
ISRO will not approve the license application unless
Ku band transponders on an Indian satellite are
used for the DTH service.

TRANSPONDER SHORTAGE
Besides the 3 Ku band broadcasters, several

new DTH platforms have submitted applications
for DTH licenses. These include large players such
as Reliance, Airtel Bharati & Videocon.

However, since Ku band transmissions are a
recent developments over the Indian sub continent,
only a limited number of ISRO Ku band
transponders are available for use by Indian DTH
platforms.

Dish TV has actually been allocated
transponders on an NSS satellite. These NSS
transponders have been leased to ISRO and then
sub-leased to Dish TV, providing them the garb of
"ISRO Transponders".

MPEG-4
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DçvçácççÆlç YççÇ pç©jçÇ nÌ~ Fmç yççlç mçí mçYççÇ DçJçiçlç nQ çÆkçÀ F&mçjçí lçyç lçkçÀ
[çÇìçÇS®ç uççFmçWmç kçÀçÇ DçvçácççÆlç vçnçR oílçç nÌ pçyçlçkçÀ çÆkçÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç mçíJçç kçíÀ
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YççjlççÇ Jç JççÇçÆ[³ççíkçÀç@vç pçÌmççÇ yçæ[çÇ kçbÀHççÆvç³ççb MçççÆcçuç nQ~

nçuççbçÆkçÀ kçíÀ³çÓ yçQ[ ì̂çbmçcççÇMçvç kçÀç YççjlççÇ³ç GHç-cçnçÜçÇHç cçW Òç®ççj-
Òçmççj nçuçnçÇ cçW náDçç nÌ, FmççÆuçS YççjlççÇ³ç [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& Üçjç Fmlçícççuç
kçíÀ çÆuçS mççÇçÆcçlç mçbK³çç cçW nçÇ F&mçjçí kçíÀ kçíÀ³çÓ yçQ[ ì̂çbmçHççQ[j GHçuçyOç nQ~

çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ kçÀçí JççmlçJç cçW SvçSmçSmç mçÌìíuççFì Hçj ì^çbmçHççQ[j
kçÀç Dççyçbìvç çÆkçÀ³çç iç³çç Lçç~ Fvç SvçSmçSmç ì^çbmçHççQ[j kçÀçí F&mçjçí vçí uççÇpç
Hçj uçíkçÀj Fmçí çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ kçÀçí mçyç uççÇpç Hçj oíkçÀj F&mçjçí ì^çbmçHççQ[j kçÀç
vççcç çÆo³çç~

85



SATELLITE & CABLE TV DECEMBER  2007

The INSAT 4C launch failed a year ago,
resulting in an acute Ku band transponder shortage.
The satellite has only recently been replaced by the
INSAT 4CR.

The MEASAT-3 has several Ku band
transponders with excellent DTH signal strengths
over India. However, ISRO is dragging its feet on
hiring these transponders for sub-lease to new
Indian DTH platforms.

CHANNEL CAPACITY
Each satellite transponder can carry 6 to 8

digital channels compressed using the earlier
MPEG-2 technology. A few more channels can be
compressed at the cost of picture quality. Since a
DTH platform typically offers consumers more than
100 channels, a large number of Ku transponders
are required by each DTH platform. Such large
numbers of transponders are just not available on
Indian satellites.

MPEG-4 OPTION
MPEG-4 practically doubles the number of

channels that can be carried on each satellite
transponder. Hence, while existing DTH platforms
like Dish TV & Tata Sky require 6 to 12 satellite
transponders, new DTH platforms such as Reliance
& Airtel Bharati can provide the same number of
channels with just half the transponder count, if
they utilise MPEG-4 compression.

However, MPEG-4 compression is not
compatible with the older MPEG-2 compression.
Hence different - and more expensive MPEG-4
satellite receivers are required for MPEG-4
reception.

TRANSPONDER COSTS
Transponder costs in the region are currently

pegged at approx. US $ 1 million (Rs. 4 Crores) per
transponder per year. Clearly a DTH platform that
rents 6 transponders will have a much lower
recurring transponder costs if it deploys MPEG-4
compression.

MPEG-4 Practically Doubles The
Number Of Channels That Can

Be Carried On Each Transponder
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FmçkçíÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç çÆmçiçvçuç kçÀçÇ cçpçyçÓlççÇ Glkç=À<ì nÌ~ nçuççbçÆkçÀ F&mçjçí vç³çí
YççjlççÇ³ç [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçÀçí mçyç uççÇpç kçíÀ çÆuçS Fvç ì^çbmçHççQ[j kçÀçí
Yççæ[í Hçj uçívçí mçí HççÇs nì jnç nÌ~
®çÌvçuç #çcçlçç

Òçl³çíkçÀ mçÌìíuççFì ì^çbmçHççQ[j HçÓJç& ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2 lçkçÀvççÇkçÀçÇ kçÀç
Fmlçícççuç kçÀjkçíÀ 6 mçí 8 çÆ[çÆpçìuç ®çÌvçuççW kçÀçí kçbÀÒçÌmç kçÀj mçkçÀlçç nÌ~ kçáÀs
DççÌj ®çÌvçuççW kçÀçí çÆHçkçw®çj kçwJçççÆuçìçÇ kçíÀ cçÓu³ç Hçj kçbÀÒçÌmç çÆkçÀ³çç pçç mçkçÀlçç
nÌ~ ®çÓbçÆkçÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& DçcçÓvçvç GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí 100 mçí DççÆOçkçÀ
®çÌvçuççW kçÀçÇ çÆ[çÆuçJçjçÇ kçÀjlçç nÌ, FmççÆuçS Òçl³çíkçÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçíÀ
çÆuçS yçæ[çÇ mçbK³çç cçW kçíÀ³çÓ yçQ[ ì^çbmçHççQ[j kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçílççÇ nÌ~ FlçvççÇ yçæ[çÇ
cçç$çç cçW mçÌìíuççFì ì^çbmçHççQ[j YççjlççÇ³ç mçÌìíuççFì Hçj GHçuçyOç vçnçR nÌ~

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 J³çJçnççÆjkçÀ ªHç mçí Òçl³çíkçÀ

ì̂çbmçHççQ[j Hçj ÒçmçççÆjlç ®çÌvçuççW kçÀçÇ mçbK³çç kçÀçí

oçíiçávçç kçÀj mçkçÀlçç nÌ~

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 çÆJçkçÀuHç

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 J³çJçnççÆjkçÀ ªHç mçí Òçl³çíkçÀ ì̂çbmçHççQ[j Hçj ÒçmçççÆjlç
®çÌvçuççW kçÀçÇ mçbK³çç kçÀçí oçíiçávçç kçÀj mçkçÀlçç nÌ~ FmççÆuçS çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ Jç ìçìç
mkçÀçF& pçÌmçí cççÌpçÓoç [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçÀçí pçnçb 6 mçí 12 mçÌìíuççFì
ì̂çbmçHççQ[j kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçílççÇ nÌ, JçnçR çÆjuçç³çbmç Jç S³çjìíuç YççjlççÇ pçÌmçí vç³çí
HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçÀçí FlçvççÇ mçbK³çç cçW ®çÌvçuççW kçíÀ ÒçmççjCç kçíÀ çÆuçS FmçkçíÀ DççOçí
ì̂çbmçHççQ[j kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçíiççÇ, ³ççÆo Jçí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 kçbÀÒçÌMçvç kçÀç Fmlçícççuç kçÀjW~

nçuççbçÆkçÀ ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 kçbÀÒçÌMçvç, Hçájçvçí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2 kçbÀÒçÌMçvç kçíÀ
mççLç kçÀç@cHçÌçÆìyçuç vçnçR nÌ~ FmççÆuçS ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 çÆjmçíHMçvç kçíÀ çÆuçS çÆYçvvç
Jç DççÆOçkçÀ cçnbiçí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 mçÌìíuççFì çÆjçÆmçJçj kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçíiççÇ~
ì^çbmçHççQ[j cçÓu³ç

Fmç #çí$ç cçW ì^çbmçHççQ[j kçÀç cçÓu³ç Jçlç&cççvç cçW uçiçYçiç 1 çÆcççÆuç³çvç
DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj (4 kçÀjçíæ[ ©Hç³çí) ÒççÆlç Jç<ç& nÌ~ FmççÆuçS SkçÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç
HuçíìHçÀçcç& pççí çÆkçÀ 6 ì^çbmçHççQ[j Yççæ[í Hçj uçílçç nÌ Gmçí DçHçí#ççkç=Àlç kçÀcç
DççJçlç&vç ì^çbmçHççQ[j cçÓu³ç oívçç nçíiçç, ³ççÆo Jçn ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 kçbÀÒçÌmçvç kçÀç
Fmlçícççuç kçÀjlçç nÌ~

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4
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RECEPTION COST
The savings on the satellite transponder will

however - at least initially - be offset by the
significantly higher current cost of MPEG-4 satellite
receivers. Consider the fact that most DTH
platforms will look at an established base of at least
1 million homes in the 1st year and probably 3 to 5
million homes to break even. The incremental cost
per home, for the MPEG-4 receivers is clearly
significant.

DTH STB COSTS & SUBSIDIES
The MPEG-2 set top boxes currently offered

by Dish TV are believed to cost US $34 each, while
those of TataSky reportedly cost US $ 40 each.

Against these costs, for a Dish TV connection,
the subscriber pays Rs 3,500. Until recently, DishTV
only rented out its STBs, and did not sell them to
their subscribers. The subscribers continue to pay
a rental charge on their DishTV consumer premise
equipment (CPE), consisting of a STB, LNB, Ku
band Dish and connecting cable.

According to its own declaration, at its 20th
March 2007 investors & analyst meet, DishTV
declared its "Subscriber acquisition cost in the range
of Rs 1,600 per subscriber."

Each TataSky subscriber pays an initial CPE
cost of approximately Rs 4000. Press reports have
pegged the TataSky subsidy at Rs 1,200 to Rs 1,400
per subscriber, though industry observers peg it
much higher than that incurred by DishTV.

Subscriber Acquisition Cost Is In
The Range Of Rs 1,600 Per

Subscriber - DishTV

MPEG-4 DTH STBs Cost US $ 55
Each Compared To US $ 37 For

MPEG-2 DTH STBs

çÆjmçíHMçvç cçÓu³ç

kçÀcç mçí kçÀcç ÒççjbYç cçW mçÌìíuççFì ì^çbmçHççQ[j Hçj yç®çç³çç iç³çç HçÌmçç
Dçl³ççÆOçkçÀ cçnbiçí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 mçÌìíuççFì çÆjçÆmçJçj kçÀçí oívçç nçíiçç~ uçíçÆkçÀvç
Fmç yççlç kçÀçí O³ççvç cçW jKçlçí náS çÆkçÀ DççÆOçkçÀçbMç [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç&
mçb®ççuçvç kçíÀ Hçnuçí Jç<ç& nçÇ kçÀcç mçí kçÀcç 1 çÆcççÆuç³çvç IçjçW cçW Hçnáb®ç mçkçíÀiçç,
SímççÇ mçbYççJçvçç nÌ çÆkçÀ 3 mçí 5 çÆcççÆuç³çvç Içj GvnW yçí́kçÀ F&Jçívç Òçoçvç kçÀj
mçkçíbÀiçí~ ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 çÆjçÆmçJçj kçíÀ çÆuçS ÒççÆlç Içj yçæ{ç náDçç Kç®ç& mHç<ìlç³çç
kçÀçHçÀçÇ DççÆOçkçÀ nÌ~

GHçYççíkçwlçç ÒçççÆHlç kçÀç Kç®ç& 1600 ©Hç³çí ÒççÆlç

GHçYççíkçwlçç kçíÀ yççÇ®ç nçíiçç-çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ

[çÇìçÇS®ç SmçìçÇyççÇ cçÓu³ç Jç Dçvçáoçvç

Dçvçácççvç nÌ çÆkçÀ çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ Üçjç Dçç@HçÀj çÆkçÀ³çí iç³çí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2 mçíì
ìç@Hç yçç@kçwmç kçÀç cçÓu³ç 34 DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj nÌ, pçyççÆkçÀ ìçìç mkçÀçF& Üçjç çÆo³çí iç³çí
yççkçwmç kçÀç cçÓu³ç 40 [ç@uçj nÌ~ Fvç Kç®ç& kçíÀ çÆJçHççÆjlç çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ kçÀvçíkçwMçvç kçíÀ
çÆuçS GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí 3500 ©Hç³çí kçÀç Yçáiçlççvç kçÀjvçç Hçæ[lçç nÌ~ DçYççÇ nçuç
lçkçÀ çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ çÆmçHç&À DçHçvçí SmçìçÇyççÇ kçÀçí Yççæ[í Hçj oílçç Lçç, GmçkçÀçÇ çÆyç¬çÀçÇ
GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí vçnçR kçÀjlçç~ GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí uçiççlççj DçHçvçí çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ
kçbÀp³çÓcçj ÒççÇçÆcçmç FkçwJççÇHçcçWì (mççÇHççÇS) (FmçcçW SmçìçÇyççÇ, SuçSvçyççÇ, kçíÀ³çÓ yçQ[
çÆ[Mç DççÌj kçÀvçíçÆkçwìbiç kçíÀyçuç MçççÆcçuç nÌ) kçíÀ çÆuçS Yççæ[ç oívçç Hçæ[lçç nÌ~

20 cçç®ç& 2007 kçÀçí çÆvçJçíMçkçÀ Jç çÆJçMçuçí<çCç yçÌþkçÀ cçW çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ
Üçjç çÆkçÀ³çí iç³çí Iççí<çCçç kçíÀ cçálçççÆyçkçÀ GvnW Òçl³çíkçÀ GHçYççíkçwlçç kçÀçÇ ÒçççÆHlç kçíÀ çÆuçS
1600 ©Hç³çí kçíÀ yççÇ®ç Yçáiçlççvç kçÀjvçç nçílçç nÌ~ Òçl³çíkçÀ ìçìç mkçÀçF& kçíÀ
GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí ÒççjbçÆYçkçÀ mççÇHççÇF& Kç®ç& kçíÀ ªHç cçW 4000 ©Hç³çí kçÀç Yçáiçlççvç
kçÀjvçç nçílçç nÌ~ Òçímç çÆjHççíì& yçlççlçí nQ çÆkçÀ ìçìç mkçÀçF& 1200 mçí 1400 ©Hç³çí
ÒççÆlç GHçYççíkçwlçç kçÀç DçççÆLç&kçÀ Dçvçáoçvç oílçç nÌ~ nçuççbçÆkçÀ GÐççíiç mçí pçáæ[í Òçí#çkçÀçW kçÀç
Dçvçácççvç nÌ çÆkçÀ ³çn çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ Üçjç çÆo³çí iç³çí Dçvçáoçvç mçí kçÀçHçÀçÇ DççÆOçkçÀ nÌ~

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 [çÇìçÇS®ç SmçìçÇyççÇ kçÀç cçÓu³ç 55

[ç@uçj nÌ pçyççÆkçÀ ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2 [çÇìçÇS®ç

SmçìçÇyççÇ kçíÀ çÆuçS 37 [ç@uçj kçÀç Kç®ç& Dççlçç nÌ

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 SmçìçÇyççÇ kçÀç cçÓu³ç

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 [çÇìçÇS®ç SmçìçÇyççÇ kçÀç DçvçácçççÆvçlç cçÓu³ç 54 [ç@uçj
mçí 57 [ç@uçj kçíÀ yççÇ®ç nÌ~ ³çn çÆ[Mç ìçÇJççÇ (34 [ç@uçj) DççÌj ìçìç mkçÀçF&
(40 [ç@uçj) pçÌmççÇ Jçlç&cççvç kçbÀHççÆvç³ççW Üçjç Dçç@HçÀj çÆkçÀ³çí iç³çí mçíì ìç@Hç yçç@kçwmç
kçíÀ cçákçÀçyçuçí Dçl³ççÆOçkçÀ cçnbiçç nÌ~

MPEG-4 STB PRICES
The MPEG-4 DTH STBs are estimated to cost

US $54 to US $57 each. This is significantly costlier
than the set top boxes offered by the existing
companies like Dish TV ($34) and Tata Sky ($40).

MPEG-4
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SUN TV LAUNCH PRICES
Sun Direct was launched on September 21 at

a low price of Rs 75 per month per subscriber. The
initial offer provides a free STB, Dish, LNB & Cable,
with 2 months' free subscription, exclusive of
installation charges and taxes of about Rs 1,100.

The service was launched all over Tamil
Nadu with 75 free-to-air TV channels and 15 radio
channels.

HIGHER SUBSIDIES FOR MPEG-4 STBS
Given the intrinsically higher cost of the

MPEG-4 STB, the new DTH platforms, that will be
deploying MPEG-4, will certainly be higher.

Consumers do not perceive and distinct
advantage of  MPEG-4 over  MPEG-2 ( the
reduct ion of  transponder  bandwidth is
transparent to them). Hence new players have to
peg s imilar  i f  not  lower CPE costs  to  the
consumers, to keep entry costs low, and attract
large numbers of new subscribers.

The DTH service from Bharti and Reliance are
expected to be launched by the year-end.

If Reliance's aggressive, earlier mobile
telecom strategy is anything to go by, the Reliance
BlueMagic DTH platform will offer even lower
entry costs for its subscribers.

HIGH DEFINITION TV
High def ini t ion TV wil l  be  the  next

marketing mantra for DTH platforms to push for
new subscribers. Given the rapidly falling prices
flat panel high definition TV sets, there is a
growing demand for this service which can
command a premium price. The Beijing Olympics
that will be held in March 2008 will be broadcast
in HDTV format. This is likely to provide a huge
fillip to HDTV awareness and reception.

However ,  HDTV channel  requires
approximately 1.6 times the bandwidth of a
Standard Definition TV (SDTV) channel. As a
result, it is difficult for a MPEG-2 platform to

HDTV Channel Requires
Approximately 1.6 Times The

Bandwidth Of A SDTV Channel

mçvç ìçÇJççÇ kçÀç uçç@v®ç cçÓu³ç

mçvç [ç@³çjíkçwì [çÇìçÇS®ç kçÀçí 21 çÆmçlçbyçj kçÀçí 75 ©Hç³çí ÒççÆlç cççn
kçÀçÇ çÆvçcvçlçcç oj Hçj uçç@v®ç çÆkçÀ³çç iç³çç~ ÒççjbçÆYçkçÀ Dçç@HçÀj kçíÀ lçnlç
GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí SmçìçÇyççÇ, çÆ[Mç, SuçSvçyççÇ Jç kçíÀyçuç kçíÀ mççLç oçí cçnçÇvçí
kçÀç mçymç¬çÀçÇHMçvç çÆyçvçç çÆkçÀmççÇ MçáukçÀ kçíÀ Òçoçvç çÆkçÀ³çç pçç jnç nÌ, Fvç
GHçkçÀjCççW kçÀçí uçiççvçí Jç kçÀj kçíÀ ªHç cçW GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí uçiçYçiç 1100
©Hç³çí oívçí nçWiçí~ Fmç mçíJçç kçÀçí HçÓjí lççÆcçuçvçç[á cçW 75 ÖçÀçÇ-ìÓ-S³çj ìçÇJççÇ
®çÌvçuç DççÌj 15 jíçÆ[³ççí ®çÌvçuç kçíÀ mççLç uçç@v®ç çÆkçÀ³çç iç³çç~
ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 SmçìçÇyççÇ kçíÀ çÆuçS Dçl³ççÆOçkçÀ Dçvçáoçvç

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 SmçìçÇyççÇ kçíÀ Dçl³ççÆOçkçÀ cçÓu³ç kçÀçí oíKçlçí náS vç³çí
[çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç&, pççí çÆkçÀ ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 kçÀç Fmlçícççuç kçÀjWiçí, kçÀç Kç®ç&
çÆvççÆM®çlç ªHç mçí kçÀçHçÀçÇ DççÆOçkçÀ nçíiçç~ GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2
(ì^çbmçHççQ[j yçQ[çÆJç[dLç cçW kçÀcççÇ Fmçí HççjoMçça yçvçç oíiççÇ) kçíÀ cçákçÀçyçuçí
ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 kçÀçÇ çÆJççÆMç<ì çÆJçMçí<çlççDççW mçí kçÀçíF& uçívççoívçç vçnçR nÌ~ FmççÆuçS
vç³çí HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçÀçí GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí mçcççvç ³çç çÆHçÀj Fmçmçí kçÀcç mççÇHççÇF& Kç®ç&
jKç kçÀj yçæ[çÇ mçbK³çç cçW vç³çí GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí DççkçÀçÆ<ç&lç kçÀjvçí nçWiçí~

YççjlççÇ Jç çÆjuçç³çbmç kçÀçÇ [çÇìçÇS®ç mçíJçç kçíÀ Fmç Jç<ç& Dçblç lçkçÀ
uçç@v®ç nçívçí kçÀçÇ GccççÇo nÌ~ ³ççÆo çÆjuçç³çbmç, HçÓJç& cçW cççíyççF&uç mçíJçç kçíÀ çÆuçS
DçHçvçç³çí iç³çí Dçç¬çÀçcçkçÀ vççÇçÆlç kçÀçí DçHçvççlççÇ nÌ lççí çÆjuçç³çbmç yuçÓ cçÌçÆpçkçÀ
[çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçÀçí Jçn DçHçvçí GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí yçíno çÆvçcvç ÒçJçíMç
MçáukçÀ Hçj Dçç@HçÀj kçÀjíiççÇ~

S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ®çÌvçuççW kçÀçí Smç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ®çÌvçuç

kçíÀ yçQ[çÆJç[dLç kçíÀ uçiçYçiç 1.6 içávçç

kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçílççÇ nÌ

nçF& çÆ[çÆHçÀvçíMçvç ìçÇJççÇ

vç³çí GHçYççíkçwlççDççW kçÀçí Hççvçí kçíÀ çÆuçS [çÇìçÇS®ç HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçíÀ Hççmç
nçF& çÆ[çÆHçÀvçíMçvç ìçÇJççÇ kçíÀ ªHç cçW vç³çç cçb$ç nçíiçç~ HçwuçÌì HçÌvçuç Jççuçí nçF&
çÆ[çÆHçÀvçíMçvç ìçÇJççÇ mçíìçW kçÀçÇ lççÇJç´ iççÆlç mçí Içìlçí cçÓu³ç kçÀçí oíKçlçí náS Fmç
mçíJçç kçíÀ çÆuçS cççbiç cçW yçæ{çílçjçÇ nçíiççÇ, pççí çÆkçÀ ÒççÇçÆcç³çcç cçÓu³ç ÒççHlç kçÀj
mçkçÀlçç nÌ~ cçç®ç& 2008 cçW Dçç³ççíçÆpçlç nçívçí Jççuçí yççÇçÆpçbiç Dçç@uçbçÆHçkçÀ kçÀç
ÒçmççjCç S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ HçÀç@jcçíì cçW çÆkçÀ³çç pçç³çíiçç~ ³çn mçbYçJçlç: S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ
pççiç©kçÀlçç DççÌj çÆjmçíHMçvç kçÀçí Òçoçvç kçÀjvçí cçW mçnç³çkçÀ mçççÆyçlç nçíiççÇ~

nçuççbçÆkçÀ S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ®çÌvçuç kçÀçí mìQ[[& çÆ[çÆHçÀvçíMçvç ìçÇJççÇ (Smç[çÇìçÇJççÇ)
®çÌvçuç kçíÀ cçákçÀçyçuçí uçiçYçiç 1.6 içávçç yçQ[çÆJç[dLç kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçílççÇ nÌ~

ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4
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accommodate a large number of HDTV channels.
MPEG-4 platforms with their 'double capacity'
can more easily accommodate HDTV channels.

However, HDTV reception also requires
special satellite receivers. The SDTV DTH and FTA
satellite receivers currently available in India
cannot receive HDTV broadcast. The HDTV
broadcast require far more sophisticated video
processing which the standard Satellite receivers
lack.

THE DTH MARKET
India is a universe of 219 million households.

Of these, 112 million are television homes, growing
by 3% to 4% per annum.

Of this, 72 million have access to C&S (cable
& satellite) television, a 6% increase over the
previous year.

Colour TV homes have increased from 58
million in 2005 to 64 million in 2006.

Pay television is relatively cheap in India
compared to other markets. Cable ARPU is
approximately US$ 5 per month. Translates into
consumer spend of around US$ 4.0 billion per
annum.

DTH is looking at similar revenues as Cable
TV.

There would be an estimated 27 million
homes connected to DTH by 2011, accounting for
18% of the total television households in that
year.

DTH ARPU is projected to be Rs 470 (US$ 10)
in 2011. This figure also, is conservative, and lower
than comparable economies, where it is currently
more than US$ 12. In the US, its a whopping US $
70 per month.

Subscription revenues accruing to DTH
industry would amount to Rs 150 billion (US$ 3.5
bi l l ion) .  At  25% EBITDA margin,  the DTH
Industry would be making an EBITDA of Rs 38
billion (US$ 850 million).  A big industry is
emerging. 

There Will Be a Projected
27 million Indian DTH homes

by 2011

HççÆjCççcçmJç©Hç ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-2 HuçíìHçÀçcç& kçíÀ çÆuçS yçæ[çÇ mçbK³çç cçW S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ
®çÌvçuççW kçÀçí MçççÆcçuç kçÀjvçç kçÀçÆþvç nÌ~ DçHçvççÇ oçíiçávçç #çcçlçç kçíÀ mççLç
ScçHççÇF&pççÇ-4 DççmççvççÇ mçí S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ®çÌvçuççW kçÀçí MçççÆcçuç kçÀj mçkçÀlçç nÌ~

nçuççbçÆkçÀ S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ çÆjmçíHMçvç kçíÀ çÆuçS çÆJçMçí<ç ÒçkçÀçj kçíÀ mçÌìíuççFì
çÆjçÆmçJçj kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçíiççÇ~ Jçlç&cççvç cçW Yççjlç cçW GHçuçyOç [çÇìçÇS®ç Jç
SHçÀìçÇS mçÌìíuççFì çÆjçÆmçJçj S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ÒçmççjCç kçÀçí vçnçR çÆjçÆmçJç kçÀj
mçkçÀlçí~ S®ç[çÇìçÇJççÇ ÒçmççjCç kçíÀ çÆuçS Dçl³ççÆOçkçÀ HççÆj<kç=Àlç JççÇçÆ[³ççí ÒççímçíçÆmçbiç
kçÀçÇ pç©jlç nçílççÇ, pççí mìQ[[& mçÌìíuççFì çÆjçÆmçJçj cçW vçnçR nçílççÇ~

mçvç 2011 lçkçÀ Yççjlç cçW 27 çÆcççÆuç³çvç

[çÇìçÇS®ç IçjçW kçÀç Dçvçácççvç nÌ

[çÇìçÇS®ç yççpççj

Yççjlç cçW 219 çÆcççÆuç³çvç Içj nÌ~ FvçcçW mçí 112 çÆcççÆuç³çvç IçjçW cçW
ìíuççÇçÆJçpçvç GHçuçyOç nÌ, pççí çÆkçÀ ÒççÆlçJç<ç& 3 mçí 4 HçÀçÇmçoçÇ kçÀçÇ oj mçí yçæ{
jnçÇ nÌ~ FmçcçW mçí 72 çÆcççÆuç³çvç Içj mççÇ Sb[ Smç (kçíÀyçuç Jç mçÌìíuççFì)
ìíuççÇçÆJçpçvç Skçwmçímç kçÀjlçç nÌ, pççí çÆkçÀ çÆHçsuçí Jç<ç& kçíÀ cçákçÀçyçuçí 6 HçÀçÇmçoçÇ
kçÀçÇ oj mçí yçæ{ jnç nÌ~

kçÀuçj ìçÇJççÇ IçjçW kçÀçÇ mçbK³çç 2005 cçW 58 çÆcççÆuç³çvç mçí yçæ{kçÀj
2006 cçW 64 çÆcççÆuç³çvç nçí iç³ççÇ nÌ~ Dçv³ç yççpççjçW kçÀçÇ lçáuçvçç cçW Yççjlç
cçW Hçí-ìíuççÇçÆJçpçvç DçHçí#ççkç=Àlç mçmlçç nÌ~ kçíÀyçuç SDççjHççÇ³çÓ, ÒççÆlç cççn
uçiçYçiç 5 DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj nÌ, pççí yçlççlçç nÌ çÆkçÀ GHçYççíkçwlçç ÒççÆlç Jç<ç&
uçiçYçiç 4.0 çÆyççÆuç³çvç [ç@uçj Kç®ç& kçÀjlçç nÌ~

[çÇìçÇS®ç YççÇ kçíÀyçuç ìçÇJççÇ kçÀçÇ YççbçÆlç jçpçmJç kçÀçÇ GccççÇo kçÀj jnç nÌ~
2011 lçkçÀ [çÇìçÇS®ç ³çákçwlç IçjçW kçÀçÇ mçbK³çç yçæ{kçÀj Dçvçácççvçlç:

27 çÆcççÆuç³çvç Içj nçí pçç³çíiççÇ, pççí çÆkçÀ kçáÀuç ìíuççÇçÆJçpçvç ³çákçwlç IçjçW kçÀçÇ
mçbK³çç kçíÀ 18 HçÀçÇmçoçÇ nçíiçç~ [çÇìçÇS®ç SDççjDççj³çÓ kçíÀ 2011 cçW 470
©Hç³çí (10 DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj) nçívçí kçÀçÇ GccççÇo nÌ~ ³çn DççbkçÀæ[ç YççÇ mçbkçÀçÇCç&
DççÌj lçáuçvççlcçkçÀ DçLç&J³çJçmLçç kçíÀ cçákçÀçyçuçí vççÇ®çí nQ, pçnçb ³çn cççÌpçÓoç cçW
12 DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj mçí DççÆOçkçÀ nÌ~ pçyççÆkçÀ DçcçíçÆjkçÀç cçW ³çn 70
DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj ÒççÆlç cççn mçí DççÆOçkçÀ nÌÌ~

[çÇìçÇS®ç GÐççíiç mçí ÒççHlç mçymç¬çÀçÇHMçvç jçpçmJç 150 çÆyççÆuç³çvç ©Hç³çí
(3.5 çÆyççÆuç³çvç DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj) nÌ~ 25 HçÀçÇmçoçÇ F&yççÇDççF&ìçÇ[çÇS cçççÆpç&vç Hçj
[çÇìçÇS®ç GÐççíiç 38 çÆyççÆuç³çvç ©Hç³çí (850 çÆcççÆuç³çvç DçcçíçÆjkçÀçÇ [ç@uçj) kçÀç
F&yççÇDççF&ìçÇ[ç ÒççHlç kçÀjíiçç~ SkçÀ yçæ[í GÐççíiç kçÀç Go³ç nçí jnç nÌ~  
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