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STARTING YOUR
OWN TELEVISION

CHANNEL
Part - 5

Ownership of any media has its own
glamour and ideas of ‘power’ associated with
it. But is it the same as or as easy as starting
a new business? Sudeep Malhotra, a veteran

of the satellite & cable television industry
with over 25 years of industry experience
under his belt, demystifies the process and
takes a look at how to go about doing this!

Last month we looked at the important
aspects of some of the choices you have to

contend with while deciding on your channel
plans; this month we take a look at what the
Government demand of you to provide you

permission to launch your channel ….

Having taken the
decisions outlined in the
previous sections of this
series of articles, you are
now ready to sit down
and fill in the forms of the
actual application to the
Information &
Broadcasting Ministry.
This will permit you to get
a license to uplink your
channel from India.

Of course you could
decide that you do not
want to uplink from India.

This could be due to one of several reasons
such as:
a) You do not have funds in India but do have

money in a foreign account which you would
not want to bring into the country!

b) You have foreign investors who would not like
to invest in a media company in India!

Apnao TolaIivajana caOnala kI
Sau$Aat kroM

Baaga–5

iksaI BaI maIiDyaa ko svaaima%va ka Apnaa p̀Baava haota hO AaOr
[sako saaqa ivacaaraoM kI Sai@t jauD,I haotI hO.laoikna @yaa yah
eosaa hI haota hO yaa ifr yah nayao ibajanaosa kao Sau$ krnao jaOsaa
Aasaana haota hOÆ saOTolaa[T va kobala TolaIivajana ]Vaoga ko
vairYz AaOr Apnao pasa ]Vaoga ka 25 vaYa- sao AiQak ka

AnauBava rKnao vaalao saudIp malhao~a [sa pUrI p̀iËyaa kao Aasaana
banaato hue nayao caOnala Sau$ krnao ko ivaYaya maoM ek najar Dala

rho hOM² ipClaI EaRMKlaa maoM hmanao ApnaI caOnala yaaojanaa pr inaNa-ya
krnao ko saaqa Aapko pasa jaao ivaklp hOM ]namaoM sao kuC

mah%vapUNa- phlaUAaoM kao doKa¸ [sa mahInao hma doKoMgao ik Aapko
Wara caOnala laânca krnao ko ilae Aapkao Anaumait p̀dana krnao

ko ilae sarkar Aapsao @yaa maaMga krogaI ….

laoKaoM kI [sa EaRMKlaa ko

ipClao vaga- maoM batayao gayao baataoM pr

inaNa-ya laonao ko baad Aba Aap saUcanaa

va p`saarNa maM~alaya ko vaastivak

Aavaodna ko p`a$p kao Barnao ko ilae

ibalkula tOyaar hOM.yah Aapkao Baart

sao Apnao caOnala kI ApilaMk ka

laa[saoMsa p`dana krogaI.

inaiScat $p sao Aap yah

inaNa-ya kr sakto hOM ik Aap Baart

sao ApilaMk krnaa nahIM caahto hOM.

yah k[- karNaaoM kI vajah sao hao

sakta hO̧  jaOsao

³e´ Aapko pasa Baart maoM Qana nahIM hO̧  laoikna ivadoSaI Aka]MT maoM pOsao

hOM ijasao Aap doSa maoM laanaa nahIM caahto hOM²

³baI´ Aapko pasa ivadoSaI inavaoSak hOM̧  vao Baart maoM maIiDyaa kMpnaI maoM

inavaoSa krnaa nahIM caahto²
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c) You or your investors do not want to subject
the company to the tax laws in India!

d) You or your investors do not want to follow
the laws of India governing ownership of
television channels or of the media sector!

e) You wish to launch an adult channel which
may be objected to  by the Indian
Government!!!
In that case of course you would still have to

apply for a Downlink License from the same
Ministry, and launch your channel from any other
country of your choice.

Do note  that  a
downlink l icense is
necessary ONLY i f  you
which the cable networks
and DTH platforms to carry
your channel to subscriber
homes. In case you don’t
seek carr iage by these
distribution platforms, but
are happy to allow anyone
to tune in and receive the
channel, then the Indian
license laws do not apply
to you. Also of course you
will not be able to get carriage in Hotels or public
places; or be able to collect any subscription
amounts from subscribers in India. You will also
not be permitted to solicit for advertisements
within the country unless the advertisers are
paying you in foreign exchange; the collection and
agency commissions of which will be subjected to
the RBI rules on this issue, as well as to the tax
laws of India.

So lets assume you wish to uplink from India.
Lets now take a look at the steps in filling up the
application forms for the I&B Ministry.

Keep in mind that the I&B Ministry is just the
nodal ministry for the processing of these forms. the
actual processing of the application, which is the
most time consuming part is actually carried out by
the Home Ministry. This is primarily for security
clearance.

Copies of your application are sent to the
Various Ministries and Agencies of the government
obtaining the several clearances that are required
for the clearance of the license.

³saI´ Aap yaa Aapko inavaoSak Baart maoM kr kanaUna kI ivaYaya bananaa

nahIM caahto hOM²

³DI´ Aap yaa Aapko inavaoSak Baart ko kanaUna ka palana nahIM krnaa

caahto̧  jaao ik TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI yaa maIiDyaa xao~ ko svaaima%va

kao inayaMi~t krnaa caahta hO²

³[-́ Saayad Aap vayask caOnala laa^nca krnaa caahto hOM ijasapr hao

sakta hO ik Baart sarkar kao Aapi<a hao²²²

inaiScat $p sao ]sa isqait maoM BaI Aapkao ]saI maM~alaya sao

Da]nailaMk laa[saoMsa ko ilae Aavaodna krnaa haogaa AaOr ApnaI psaMd ko

iksaI Anya doSa sao Aap Apnao caOnala

kao laa^nca kroM.

yah naaoT kroM ik Da]nailaMk

laa[saoMsa ]saI hala maoM isaf- ja$rI hO

yaid Aap ]pBaao@ta GaraoM maoM Apnao caOnalaaoM

kao kobala naoTvak- va DITIeca PlaoTfama-

kI sahayata p`saairt krnaa caahto

hOM.yaid Aap [na ivatrNa PlaoTfamaao-M

Wara kOroja p`aPt krnaa nahIM caahto hOM

AaOr iksaI kao BaI Apnao caOnala kao

T\yaUna va irsaIva krnao donaa caahto hOM̧  tao

BaartIya kanaUna Aap pr laagaU nahIM haotI hO.inaiScat $p sao Aapkao

haoTla yaa jana sqalaaoM maoM kOroja nahIM ikyaa jaayaogaa yaa ifr Aap Baart maoM

]pBaao@taAaoM sao iksaI sabsaËIPSana rkma kao jamaa nahIM kr sakoMgao.[sako

saaqa hI Aap doSa ko BaItr iva&apnaaoM ko ilae Anaumait BaI nahIM maaMga

sakoMgao jaba tk ik iva&apnadata Aapkao ivadoSaI maud`a maoM Baugatana na kroM̧

[sa maamalao maoM ijasaka saMga`hNa va ejaoMsaI kmaISana AarbaIAa[- inayamaaoM ko

tht haonao ko saaqa–saaqa Baart ko kr kanaUna ko tht haota hO.

[sa trh maana laoM ik Aap Baart sao ApilaMk krnaa caahto

hOM.Aa[-yao Aba Aa[- eMD baI maM~alaya ko ilae Aavaodna p~ kao Barnao ko

ilae hr kdma pr Qyaana doM.

[sa baat kao Qyaana maoM rKoM ik [na fa^maao-M kI p`aosaoisaMga ko ilae

Aa[- eMD baI ek naaoDla maM~alaya hO̧  Aavaodna kI vaastivak p`aosaoisaMga

vastut: gaRh maM~alaya Wara kI jaatI hO ijasamaoM sabasao AiQak samaya lagata

hO.yah mau#ya $p sao saurxaa maMjaUrI ko ilae hO.

k[- sarkarI AnaumaityaaoM kao p`aPt krnao ko ilae Aapko Aavaodna

kI ka^pI kao ivaiBanna maM~alaya va ejaoisaMyaaoM kao Baojaa jaayaogaa ijasakI

ja$rt laa[saoMsa kI Anaumait ko ilae haotI hO.
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Some of these are:
1) The Finance Ministry - for Tax clearance, to

ensure that the company applying for the
licence is  l iquid,  has no bad debts or
disputes on payment of taxes etc., to check
if they have been filing their Tax returns
every year; as well as to ensure and verify
that the nett worth of the company as
mentioned in  the  appl icat ion is  as
mentioned by them in their tax returns also.
The Ministry will also verify the financial
antecedents of each of the Directors on the
Board of the company for
the same reasons.

2) The Registrar of
Companies or the Stock
Exchange where the
company is listed: to verify
that the Company has been
filing returns regularly for
the past years and that the
details mentioned in terms
of its Board, activities etc
are as per the records of the
RoC.

3) The Home Ministry - to
verify and check that none
of the members of the Board of Directors of the
Company, or any of its key employees listed
in the Application have any criminal cases
pending against them or have in the past been
indicted in any criminal case; or even had
cases filed against them with criminal or
financial implications. The Ministry will also
send a copy to the National Security Agency,
who will check the details provided by you,
including office addresses & ownership, home
address & ownership, employment details etc.
They may or may not directly contact you for
this.

You are required to provide copies of the
following documents / Agreements, along with your
application:
1. Your Memorandum & Articles of Association.

Remember that only a Registered Company
can apply for a licence.

2. The Shareholding pattern of the company. In

[namaoM sao kuC hOM:

1´ kr Baugatana ko ilae iva<a maM~alaya¸ jaao ik sauinaiScat krogaa

ik laa[saoMsa ko ilae Aavaodna krnao vaalaI kMpnaI ko pasa Qana

hO¸ ijasa pr iksaI trh ko kr Aaid ko Baugatana yaa ivavaad

yaa ?Na nahIM hO¸ yah jaaMca krnao ko ilae ik p`%yaok vaYa- TO@sa

irTna- BartI hO¸ saaqa hI yah sauinaiScat krnao AaOr sa%yaaipt

krnao ko ilae ik Aavaodna maoM ]llaoiKt kMpnaI ka naoT vaqa-¸

]nako Wara TO@sa irTna- maoM ]llaoiKt ko samaana hO.samaana

karNaaoM ko ilae kMpnaI ko baaoD- ko inadoSakaoM maoM p`%yaok kI

iva<aIya pUva-vaR<a kI BaI puiYT krogaa.

2´ sTa^k e@sacaoMja¸ jahaM kMpnaI saUcaIbaw

hO yaa kMpinayaaoM ko rijasTar [sa baat kI

jaaMca kroMgao ik ipClao vaYaao-M ko ilae kMpnaI

inayaimat $p sao ApnaI irTna- Bar rhI hO ik

nahIM AaOr ]nako baaoD-̧  iËyaaklaapaoM Aaid ko

Satao-M maoM vaiNa-t ivavarNa AarAaosaI ko irka^D-

ko mautaibak hO ik nahIM.

3´ gaRh maM~alaya [sakI jaaMca va sa%yaaipt

krogaa ik kMpnaI ko inadoSak baaoD- ko sadsya

yaa Aavaodna ma o M sa UcaIbaw kao[- p`ma uK

kma-caarI ko iKlaaf iksaI trh ko AapraiQak maamalao tao

laMibat nahIM hOM yaa pUva- maoM iksaI AapraiQak maamalao maoM Aaraoipt

tao nahIM hO yaa ifr ]sako iKlaaf AapraiQak yaa iva<aIya

inaihtaqa- ko saaqa kao[- maamalaa dja- hO.maM~alaya [sakI ek

ka^pI raYT/Iya saurxaa ejaoMsaI kao BaI Baojaogaa¸ jaao ik Aapko

Wara p`stut ivastRt jaanakarI kI jaaMca krogaa¸ ijasamaoM Aa^ifsa

ka pta va svaaima%va¸ Gar ka pta va svaaima%va¸ kma-caairyaaoM ka

ivavarNa Aaid.vao [sako ilayao Aapsao saIQao saMpk- kr BaI sakto

hOM AaOr nahIM BaI.

Aapkao Apnao Aavaodna ko saaqa inamna dstavaojaÀsamaJaaOto kI

ka^pI p`dana krnao kI ja$rt hO

1. Aapko maomaaorOMDma va AaiT-kla Aa^f ASaaoisaeSana.

yaad rKoM ik laa[saoMsa ko ilae isaf- pMjaIkRt kMpinayaaM hI Aavaodna

kr saktI hOM.

2. kMpnaI ka Saoyar haoilDMga ka pOTna-.yaid kMpnaI maoM SaoyaraoM kI
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case a substantial number of shares in the
company are held by another company/
companies, then the shareholding pattern and
major shareholders of these other companies
is also required to be provided – and so on
until the ultimate beneficiaries of the shares is
identified.

3. Foreign Equity holdings in the company is
any and the approvals from FIPB for the
same.

4. Your agreement with the Satellite Operator
allocating bandwidth for your channel
along with a copy of the
footprint of the Satellite.

5. Your agreement  for
playout  / te leport
services for uplinking of
the channel .  In  some
cases  the  te leport
operator may also be the
same as  the company
providing satel l i te
capacity.  Teleports  in
India are known to book
transponders on Indian
satellites and sub-hire or
rent them on an annual
fee basis to their clients
for a profit.  This does
make the task of a new
entrant to the industry
that much easier, though one has to watch
out  for  the  f ine  print  in  some of  the
agreements.

6. Audited Balance Sheet and P&L for the
immediately preceding year of the company
and Assessment orders if any.

7. A Certificate from your Chartered Accountant
confirming the Net Worth of the company. Do
note that this also has to be provided in a
format as provided in the Application, else is
likely to be rejected.

8. Your Project Report to enable them to evaluate
the financials of the Project.

9. An Affidavit / Undertaking on a Rs.20/-
stamp paper, promising that in case you are

pyaa-Pt saM#yaa iksaI Anya kMpnaIÀkMpinayaaoM ko pasa hO tao Saoyar

haoilDMga pOTna- va [na Anya kMpinayaaoM ko p`mauK Saoyar haolDraoM kao

BaI p`dana krnao kI tba tk ja$rt haotI hO̧  jaba tk ik Saoyar

ko AMitma laaBaaiqa-yaaoM kI phcaana na hao.

3. kMpnaI maoM iksaI trh kI ivadoSaI [i@vaTI haoilDMga AaOr [sako

ilae efAa[-pIbaI sao [sakI Anaumait.

4. saOTolaa[T ko fuTipM̀T ko saaqa Aapko caOnala ko ilae AabaMiTt

baOMDivaD\qa ko ilae saOTolaa[T Aa^proTr ko saaqa samaJaaOto kI

kâpI.

5. ca O nala kI Apila M ikMga ko ilae

PlaoAa]TÀTolaIpaoT- saovaaAaoM ko ilae Aapka

samaJaaOta.

kuC maamalaaoM maoM TolaIpaoT- Aa^proTr hI

saOTolaa[T xamata p`dana krnao vaalaI kMpnaI BaI

hao saktI hO.

Baart maoM TolaIpaoT- kao BaartIya saOTolaa[TaoM

pr T/aMsapaOMDr bauk krnao AaOr laaBaaMSa ko

ilae [sao Apnao ga`ahkaoM kao vaaiYa-k Saulk ko

AaQaar pr saba hayar yaa ikrayao pr doto

hOM.yah [sa ]Vaoga maoM nayao Aanao vaalaaoM ka

kama Aasaana kr dotI hO ifr BaI AcCa

rhogaa ik Aap kuC samaJaaOto ko AMitma $p

kao doK laoM.

6. kMpnaI ko t%kala pUva-vatI- vaYa- ko ilae pI eMD ela AaOr AâiDToD

baOlaoMsa SaIT AaOr maUlyaaMkna AadoSa yaid kao[- hao tao.

7. Aapko naoTvaqa- kI puiYT krnao vaalao Aapko caaTD- Aka]MToD sao

p̀maaNap~.

yah BaI naaoT kroM ik [sao Aavaodna maoM p`dana ikyao gayao fa^rmaoT maoM

hI p`dana krnaa haogaa¸ Anyaqaa [sako AsvaIkRt haonao kI saMBaavanaa

hO.

8. p`aojao@T ko iva<a ko maUlyaaMkna maoM saxama krnao vaalaa Aapka

p`aojao@T irpaoT-.

9. 20 $pyao ko sTOMp popr pr vacanaÀhlafnaamaa¸ jaao ik [sa baat

ka vaada krtI hO ik yaid Aapkao laa[saoMsa idyaa jaata hO tao
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granted the licence, you will agree to abide
by the Programme and Advertising Codes
as per the Cable Television Regulation Act
of India.

10. If you are launching a News Channel, then an
additional Affidavit is required confirming
that you would abide by all the rules as
applicable to News channels in India.

11. An Affidavit that if you are an Entertainment
channel, you will not carry any news or
current affairs based programmes.

Having done these  af f idavits  and
declarations, you are now ready to fill out the form
and submit 5 copies of the same. Though we
would advise that you submit 7 (seven) copies of
the same.

In addition, take printouts and keep an
additional 5 copies of the forms and attachments
with you. In the course of the process after
submission of the application, you may get a letter
asking you to submit additional copies. In fact,
each time that you would contact the department
and ask for progress of your case, the department
in the past has been notorious in asking you for
additional details on any of the items mentioned
in the application; or worse, asking for additional
sets of the application made.

The forms themselves are fairly simple and
straightforward to fill out. The only drawback is that
these are provided as pdf files on their website,
which need to be printed out and hand-filled. Unless
of course you have the required software which
enables you to fill in the forms directly into an
existing pdf file.

Alternately you could re-create the forms in
word format for easy filling.

Then, submit the set of forms and attachments
…. And sit back and wait for the I&B and the other
Ministries involved, to take their time and judge
whether you are eligible to receive a licence. This
could take anywhere from 6 months to two years
depending on the political situation and the policies
of the current government…. And how much
influence you can wield in the corridors of New
Delhi.

In the next article we shall look at what to do
after you have received the Licence…. ■

Aap Baart ko kobala va TolaIivajana rogyaUlaoSana e@T ko tht

kaya-Ëma va iva&apna kaoD ka palana krnao pr sahmat haoMgao.

10. yaid Aap nyaUja caOnala laa^nca kr rho hOM tao Aap Baart maoM nyaUja

caOnalaaoM ko ilae laagaU saBaI inayamaaoM ka palana kroMgao.

11. yaid Aap manaaorMjana caOnala hOM tao ek hlafnaamaa¸ ik Aap nyaUja

yaa kroMT Afoyasa- pr AaQaairt kaya-ËmaaoM ka p`saarNa nahIM

kroMgao.

[na GaaoYaNaaAaoM va hlafnaamaa kao krnao ko baad Aba Aap fa^ma-

Barnao kao tOyaar hOM AaOr [sakI 5 ka^ipyaaoM kao jamaa krnao kI ja$rt

hO.halaaMik hma Aapkao sauJaava doMgao ik Aap [sakI 7 ³saat´ ka^ipyaaoM

kao jamaa kroM.

[sako Alaavaa Aap Apnao ilae fa^ma- va eTOcamaoMT kI Aitir@t

paMca ka^ipyaaoM ka ipM̀T Aa]T inakala kr Apnao pasa rK laoM.Aavaodna

kI p`stuit ko baad kI p`iËyaa ko ilae hao sakta hO ik Aapkao p~

Baojakr Aitir@t ka^pI kao p`stut krnao kao kha jaa sakta hO.vastut:

ijatnaI baar Aap [sa maamalao kI p`gait pr maM~alaya sao saMpk- kroMgao̧  AtIt

maoM maM~alaya Aavaodna maoM ]llaoiKt iksaI BaI ivaYaya pr Aitir@t jaanakarI

pUCnao ko ilae ku#yaat rha hO yaa ifr Aapkao Aavaodna ko Aitir@t saoT

ko ilae pUCa jaayaogaa.

fa^ma- Apnao Aap maoM baohd sarla AaOr Barnao ko ilae ibalkula saIQaa

hO.[sakI ekmaa~ KamaI hO ik yah vaobasaa[T pr pIDIef fa[la ko $p

maoM p`dana kI gayaI hO ijasaka ipM̀TAa]T laonao AaOr haqa sao Barnao kI

ja$rt hO.yaid Aap maaOjaUda pIDIef fa[la maoM saIQao fa^ma- Barnaa caahto

hOM tao Aapkao saa^FTvaoyar kI ja$rt haogaI jaao ik Aapkao [sao Barnao maoM

saxama banaayaogaI.

ek ivaklp hO ik Aap AasaanaI sao Barnao ko ilae vaD- fa^rmaoT maoM

[sao ifr sao banaa sakto hOM.

ifr¸ fa^ma- ko saoT va eTOcamaoMT kao jamaa kroM ….  AaOr Aa[- eMD

baI va Anya maM~alaya ko Saaimala haonao ka [Mtjaar kroM̧  jaao ik [sa baat ka

inaNa-ya laonao maoM samaya laogaa ik Aap laa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko hkdar hOM ik

nahIM.[sa kama maoM Aapkao maaOjaUda sarkar kI naIityaaM AaOr rajanaIitk

isqait pr inaBa-r krto hue 6 mahInao sao laokr dao saala ka va@t laga

sakta hO ….AaOr nayaI idllaI maoM sa<aa ko gailayaaraoM kao Aap iksa hd

tk p`Baaivat kr sakto hOM.

Agalao laoK maoM hma doKoMgao ik laa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao ko baad Aapkao

@yaa krnaa caaihe… ■
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